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The purposes of Assessment 
 

At Crymlyn Primary School we understand the term Assessment as encompassing 
all the ways in which teachers monitor progress, and as a basis for planning the 
next step in response to children’s needs. 

 
Why are we assessing children 
 

 To find out if the children have reached a particular target or learning 
objective, and to know where to take them to next (formative assessment). 

 To provide a summary of what this cohort of children have achieved at this 
specific point in time, and to give you comparative data (summative 
assessment). 

 To identify any area of weakness that is preventing the child from learning, and 
the possible response to it to enable the child to access learning (diagnostic 
assessment). 

 To give feedback on teaching and the learning opportunities provided for  
classes so that it informs planning and next steps (evaluative assessment). 

 
Assessment should: 
 

1. Benefit all children equally, irrespective of ability, race, gender and background 
2. Inform the planning process 
3. Reflect the range of teaching, learning activities and styles 
4. Relate to specific criteria clearly understood by the teacher, and where 

appropriate, the child 
5. Encourage children to assume as much responsibility as possible for their own 

learning through self-assessment 
6. Provide opportunities for teacher, child and parent to review progress and 

achievements 
7. Provide children with opportunities to assess their own and each other’s work 

and give feedback as they progress through the school 
8. Be supported by evidence 
9. Encourage children to set their own targets as they move up the school 
10. Fulfill legal requirements 

 
It should assess: 
 knowledge - the facts 
 skills  
 concepts  
 strategies                                                                                                                          
 attitude 

 
It should help by: 
 indicating strengths and achievements to be built upon 
 diagnosing individual needs 
 providing opportunities for children to talk about how well they are doing in 

relation to criteria set  
 focusing discussion about overall progress between child and teacher and 

teacher/ parent. 
 

It should provide information: 
 for teachers 



 

 for pupils 
 for parents 
 for outside agencies 
 to assist transfer 

 
Implementation 
 

Assessment is directly related to the National Curriculum and The Foundation 
Phase Framework for Children’s Learning 3-7, including the key skills, P.S.E. and 
R.E. It is a continuous process which begins when the child first enters the 
Foundation Phase and continues throughout his/ her school life.  

 
What are we assessing? 
 

1.  The whole curriculum, focusing on pupils’ understanding and progression 
     together with their skills and knowledge 
2.  Social skills and behaviour 
3.  Attitudes to work and each other 
4.  Other achievements  

 
When? 
 
Foundation Phase:  
All pupils have assessments recorded in INCERTS.  Within six weeks of entry into 
Reception using the Foundation Phase Profile, Reception children are assessed in Personal 
and Social development, Mathematical Development, Language, Literacy, Communication 
skills and Physical Development. 
 
MIST (Middle Infant Screening Test) is administered to Year 1 pupils annually. 
MINT (Middle Infant Numeracy Test) is administered to Year 1 pupils annually. 
A retest is completed to measure progress. 
 
On-going observations are kept during the child’s time in Nursery and at the end of this 
time parents receive a report showing progress.  
 
End of Foundation Phase statutory Teacher Assessments. 

  
Key Stage 2 
Foundation Phase achieved outcomes are used as the basis for setting targets i) at the 
beginning of Key Stage 2 and ii) to inform end of Key Stage targets. 
 
Targets are set for individuals and groups of children on an ongoing basis using INCERTS 
and in year formative assessments. 
 
End of Key Stage 2 statutory Teacher Assessments. 

  
Whole school 
INCERTS is used throughout the school as a means of recording progress and level of 
achievement on an on-going basis. 
 
National Literacy and Numeracy Tests (Y2 – Y6 inclusive) are carried out annually 
 
Schonell Reading and Spelling tests carried out during Autumn and Summer term (Y2 – Y6 
inclusive ) 



 

 
Formal annual assessment reports distributed at the end of the Summer term 
            
The broader curriculum – by continuous assessment as part of the teaching process. 
 
Other achievements are acknowledged during assembly and in the classroom. 
 
How? 
 

1. By observation of performance and outcome 
2. Through observation in normal classroom activities. 
3. By discussion with individual children or groups of children  
4. By assessment of recorded work – written, number, drawing, etc. 
5. By tasks and tests (statutory and non-statutory) - Foundation Phase Profile, 

Literacy and Numeracy tests, MIST & MINT, Schonell Reading and Spelling. 
6. Through pupil involvement in their own assessment, target setting and 

learning. As they move through the school, peer and self-assessment in 
activities and regular discussion with the class teacher all contribute to the 
children’s understanding of where they are in their learning and how to 
improve. 

  
Marking and Recording 
 
Crymlyn Primary School have a consistent and well-structured policy for marking and 
feedback with agreed symbols and methodology which is used consistently by staff  
throughout the school. This states that 

i. Marking can be oral or written.  
ii. Marking is closely related to the learning objectives set for the lesson. 
iii. Marking provides feedback to children about their work, promptly and 

          regularly. 
  iv.     Stars and footprints are used by staff, and increasingly, by pupils, as they progress      
through the school to assess pieces of work. 
 
 Record Keeping 
 
All pupil’s personal folders should be regarded as an administrative file, which will be kept 
centrally.  It should contain: 
 

 Personal information 
 Reports and parental responses 
 Statements of attainment at the end of Foundation Phase and 2 

 
Individual records/notes are kept by each teacher.  These take various forms and relate to 
individual children, group or class, showing achievements and progress.    
 
INCERTS is used throughout the school and staff access it on a regular basis for 
assessment and planning.               

 
 
EVIDENCE 
 
1.  Portfolios 
     
      Evidence of work should include: 



 

                    FP  -  MD ,LLC and PSD leveled at end of FP 
                                   Outcome 4, 5 and 6 
 

 KS2 - Mathematics, Language, Science and Welsh  
 Examples of Levels 3,4 and 5  

      
 
Assessment files and portfolios should show: 
                              

 Progress and achievement 
 Show a general picture of development 
 Support teacher assessments 

 
 
Planning  
        
Teachers are required to carry out planning in varies forms: Termly Topic Webs 
(Pupils input as appropriate), Medium term plans outlining skills to be taught in the 
context of activities, Fortnightly short term planning including learning objectives, 
activities, differentiation with outcomes and levels identified, assessment opportunities and 
evaluations.   
 
Planning files are monitored by the Headteacher.  
 
Reporting 
 
Parents’ Evenings are held: 
                   

 In the Autumn and Spring term to enable parents to bring any relevant 
information to the attention of the new teacher and support teacher if 
appropriate 

 In the Summer term to offer the parents an opportunity to discuss the end 
of year report with the class teacher and support teacher if appropriate. 

 Parent of special needs pupils will have an invitation to talk to the ALNCO 
and class teacher. 

 Formal annual reviews of statemented children with written invitation. 
 
Whenever particular queries require attention Teachers and the Headteacher will be 
available throughout the year to meet with parents.  
  
 
 
 
 
Annual Reports 
 
At Crymlyn Primary School we use INCERTS to compile annual reports which are detailed, 
positive and informative, containing a general comment, comments for each area of the 
curriculum, conduct and attendance.  End of Key Stage results are reported in line with 
L.E.A. and National requirements.   
 
STANDARDISATION  
 



 

Staff at Crymlyn Primary School carry out internal school based standardisation for 
Language, Literacy & Communication, Maths and PSD at Foundation Phase and English, 
Mathematics, Science and Welsh at Key Stage 2, which has ensured a shared 
understanding of Foundation Phase outcomes and National Curriculum level descriptors.  
 
MODERATION 
Moderation takes place at the end of Foundation Phase and Key Stage 2, where a ‘best fit’ 
judgement on an individual learner’s Outcome/ level of attainment is made.   
 
As part of our transition plan, the Foundation Phase leader and Key Stage 2 leader meet in 
our cluster group to improve reliability, consistency and confidence in teacher assessment.  
A structured timetable for moderation is in place to ensure a rigorous and robust system is 
in place. 
 
Whole School Assessment/Data  
 
National Literacy and Numeracy Tests are a source of school assessment from Year 2 – 
Year 6 inclusive.  These are analysed in depth by teachers ,Headteacher and as a cluster.  
The diagnostic data used to inform planning on a variety of levels such as  individual, class 
and whole school. The data is also used by teachers to identify areas for development in 
their teaching of English and Mathematics.  
 
Pupil outcomes/levels are entered into SIMS during the year, which is used to track 
individual pupil progress.  
 
Schonell Reading and Spelling , MIST (Yr 1) and MINT (Yr 1) are also recorded into SIMS 
to track progress. 
 
INCERTS is used throughout to assess and track pupils.  INCERTS is also used to monitor 
groups of learners and inform next steps in planning. 
 
To ensure all statutory assessment arrangement for the Foundation Phase and end of Key 
Stage 2 are followed, the Headteacher and staff use the ‘Statutory Assessment 
Arrangements for the Foundation Phase and end of Key Stages 2 & 3’ as a guide.  This 
can be found at learning.gov.wales. 


