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18.1.20 

Dear Mums & Dads, 

 

We have had a lovely first whole school week back, the weather has been kind and the 

children have really enjoyed getting back into a school routine, playing with friends and 

exploring the inside and outside classrooms. There has been lots of fun and laughter and I 

can say that in school the children are happy in their new classes and adapting to leaving 

you after such a long time. I hope you have found the photos the teachers have shared 

reassuring.   

 

I wanted to update you as to a few changes. As you will now know all staff will wear masks 

and visors when bringing the children in and dropping them off to you. They will wear masks 

when working closely with each other. The children do not need to wear masks.  

 

Reporting of COVID cases is a requirement by school. You may therefore have seen in 

Wales online and parents writing on Facebook that we have had a positive case. This is 

correct, however the member of staff has not been back to school since we began in 

September and contracted COVID during the summer holidays, therefore it was not shared 

publicly. I can stress we have had no cases as of yet, since we came back into school.  Please 

read the letter below for up to date information. 

 

Dojo 

I am really pleased that all parents have connected via dojo and are able to see pictures of 

their children enjoying the activities throughout the school day. During lockdown this app 

has been an invaluable means of communication whilst we were out of school. However as 

from Monday I have asked the staff to limit their time on dojo to 8-5 daily. They will not 

be answering messages and queries outside of that time and will not answer queries on the 

weekend. If you have a concern I would ask that you phone the school or email and leave a 

message or speak with Miss Marshman and we will get back to you. The staff are happy to 

phone at the end of the day and speak to you if necessary as we can still not allow parents 

on site. Thankyou for your understanding on this point. 

 

Healthy Schools 

I am pleased to say that the lunchtimes have been running very smoothly with all the 

children enjoying their packed lunches in the hall. This is a polite reminder that as a healthy 

school at lunchtime I ask that the children have a balance of fruit and vegatables along 

side a treat. The snack they bring in must also only be fruit or vegatables. We don’t allow 

frubes, cereal bars, cereals or any form of breakfast bar. We worked hard to achieve our 
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Healthy Schools Award and we need to continue to adhere to these requirements in order 

to keep the award. If you require any further information about this I can refer you to 

the following guidance. 

 

https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2018-12/healthy-eating-in-

maintained-schools-statutory-guidance-for-local-authorities-and-governing-bodies.pdf 

 

Page 54: In primary schools break time snack provision should consist of fruit and 

vegetables only. 

 

Update on Procedures 

This letter outlines our safety measures and protocol in light of the Covid-19 pandemic. 

You will have seen over the last weekend a rise in cases in the Caerphilly area resulting in 

the present lockdown as of 6 pm on Tuesday 8th September. Where a positive case is 

identified in a school, schools have been highlighted across the media and social media and 

sometimes not in a positive way. I want to reassure you that we are doing all we can to 

ensure that we have a safe environment but that we are also not risk free. I cannot say for 

definite that we will not have a case but what I will say is that if we do, we will deal with it 

in a professional manner and with advice from Public Health Wales and our local authority. 

I would expect all parents to deal with it this way also. Follow the advice and people will 

tell you what to do. What will not help is if people start to speculate if a teacher is off or 

that there is a suspected case and then place this all over social media. This causes fear 

and panic and does not help the school, pupil or teacher involved.  

Therefore, to reassure you this is what we are doing through the school day and I will give 

you an idea of what will happen if there is a positive case.  

 

During the School Day  

We are again asking all parents to drop of your child in the allocated time. Children will not 

mix indoors with other children in different classes at any point during the day. They will 

play in classes outside and we established effective segregated areas for each class in 

July. Children have to wash and sanitise their hands before and after exiting the toilet.  

Children should wear school uniform to school however wear their PE kit to school on the 

days they have PE. There will be no Breakfast Club or school meals provided in September. 

CCBC are reviewing this in the coming weeks. Children will need to bring their own packed 

lunch for dinner.  Staff must maintain 2m social distancing with each other and pupils as 

much as possible. The vast majority of staff will not mix with more than one class but there 

are a couple of occasions where we cannot avoid this.  

 

 

 

 

https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2018-12/healthy-eating-in-maintained-schools-statutory-guidance-for-local-authorities-and-governing-bodies.pdf
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2018-12/healthy-eating-in-maintained-schools-statutory-guidance-for-local-authorities-and-governing-bodies.pdf
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Leaving School  

It is vital that parents do not arrive too early or at the same time. Use the full duration 

of the staggered finish. This worked well in July but we may need to review the 

arrangements if social distancing is not working.  

 

After School Clubs  

There will be no after school clubs for this first half term – this will be reviewed at half 

term  

 

School Events, Educational Visits, Parents Evenings  

It is unlikely that there will be any school events, which can be attended by families. It is 

almost certain there will be no Christmas concerts, as we have had in the past. However, 

we know that we can use IT to share performances. Therefore, this is something we can 

look at for separate classes but classes will not be coming together for large-scale 

performances.  

There will be no educational visits. However, we are looking at the possibility of providers 

coming to school instead, maintaining social distancing and after health checks etc. Clearly 

limiting contacts is important.  

 

What Else Is School Doing To Protect Pupils and Staff?  

Since February, we have been quite proactive in trying to manage our approach to dealing 

with the challenges of Covid-19. Our actions include:  

 Hand sanitisers inside and outside every classroom.  

 Segregated yard areas for each class.  

 No movements around the school to minimise the number of contacts and any risk of 

cross contamination  

 Isolation Room for any adults or children who become unwell during the day.  

 PPE resources if needed including gloves, masks and aprons.  

 Regular cleaning of all surfaces through the day.  

 Tissues etc. for all staff and children,  

 All rooms are well ventilated  

 Classrooms rearranged to remove all clutter.  

 Establish a Distance Learning platform  

 All staff trained in developing online live lessons for learners in the event of a full or 

partial school closure.  

 Sharing as much information as possible with parents, carers, staff and learners  

 Test Trace Protect contact information established  
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Frequently Asked Questions  

Must all children come to school now?  

Welsh Government guidance states, “All learners, including those that were previously 

shielding, will begin to return to their school or setting from 1 September. …The Welsh 

Government’s view is that it would not be appropriate for a local authority/school to issue 

a Fixed Penalty Notice (FPN) or commence proceedings for non-attendance at the school. 

The Welsh Government will monitor the situation over the first half term before reviewing 

its position.  

If a learner is unable to attend school for any reason, we will want to engage with families 

in supporting an eventual return to school and the continuation of learning in a manageable 

way. We know that there is a lot of anxiety about this illness and returning to school and 

we cannot be complacent about any of this.  

Must my child wear a mask or face covering?  

The Welsh Government has stated that these are not necessary for primary aged children.  

Will staff be wearing PPE and face coverings?  

What seems to be emerging form the Scientists is clear evidence that the adults in school 

present the biggest risks in terms of infection and its effects and subsequent 

transmissions. Therefore, it is essential that all staff maintain 2 metre social distancing 

as far as possible. In September, all staff working with another adult or adults in a room, 

where social distancing cannot be guaranteed at all times, will be expected to wear a mask. 

When collecting children they will wear a mask and visor provided by school.  

For example if there is an occasion when I need to visit more than one class I will wear 

some form of covering or visor to minimise the risks of transmission. It might not be ideal 

and is certainly not desirable but I am afraid that is the world we find ourselves in. 

Therefore, if adults cannot social distance or corridors we will wear facemasks  

Staff who need to change children or attend to first aid issues will wear gloves and aprons 

as appropriate. Gloves, masks, and aprons will be worn by supervising staff if we have an 

adult or child who becomes unwell with symptoms of Covid-19.  

 

The main symptoms of COVID-19 are:  

 

 a high temperature: this means you feel hot to touch on your chest or back (you 

do not need to measure your temperature)  

 a new, continuous cough: this means coughing a lot for more than an hour, or 3 

or more coughing episodes in 24 hours (if you usually have a cough, it may be 

worse than usual)  

 a loss or change to your sense of smell or taste: this means you've noticed you 

cannot smell or taste anything, or things smell or taste different to normal  

 What should you do if you develop symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19)  

The same guidance applies to the general population in Wales and those at increased risk 

of severe illness from coronavirus (COVID-19). If you develop symptoms of COVID-19 (high 
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temperature, or new and continuous cough, or loss of or change to sense of taste or smell), 

self-isolate at home and apply for a test within 5 days of symptoms developing. If you 

live with others or are part of an extended household and you or one of them have 

symptoms of coronavirus, then everyone must stay at home, self-isolate, and not go out 

until the result of the test of the person with symptoms is known. The isolation period 

starts from the day when the first person became ill. You can find the full guidance at 

self-isolation: stay at home  

What happens if there are cases in school?  

Schools in Scotland and now Wales have now been open for a couple of weeks and it has 

emerged that there have been cases in several school. Medical and science opinions seem 

to be telling us that we can expect cases as we move through the autumn and into the 

winter. So excellent hygiene, frequent handwashing, social distancing etc. is essential for 

all of us at all times.  

In the event of any suspected cases in School, we will engage with the Test, Trace, 

Protect Strategy.  

Test, Trace, Protect works by: testing those people who have coronavirus symptoms, asking 

them to isolate from family, friends and their community while taking a test and waiting 

for a result. People can apply for a test for themselves or someone in their household with 

symptoms. This includes adults and children including the under 5’s. Information and 

guidance for staff and how to apply for a test can be found on the Welsh Government 

website tracing those people who have been in close contact with people that have tested 

positive for the virus, requiring them to take precautions through self-isolation. Further 

information on contact tracing and how it operates can be found on the Welsh Government 

website. This ensures that if the symptoms are not due to coronavirus, individuals and their 

contacts can cease their period of self-isolation and get back to their normal routines as 

soon as possible providing advice and guidance, particularly if the person who has symptoms 

or their contacts were previously in the ‘shielding group’ or are in the increased risk  

In the event of a positive test, a contact tracer will contact the person tested to help 

identify potential contacts. A second contact tracer will then get in touch with those 

contacts and advise them to self-isolate for 14 days from their last contact with the person 

who tested positive. These people will only be required to take a test if they develop 

symptoms.  

People are considered as potential contacts if they were in contact with the person who 

has tested positive during a period beginning up to two days before symptom onset and 

ending when the case entered home isolation. This is based on current understanding of 

the main period of infectivity.  

A ‘contact is defined as someone who has had close contact during this period, specifically; 

within one metre of the person who has tested positive. Or has been coughed on, had a 

face-to-face conversation, had skin-to-skin physical contact, or been in other forms of 

contact within one metre for one minute; or longer within two metres of the person testing 
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positive for more than 15 minutes or having travelled in a vehicle with the person who has 

tested positive.  

School will have very detailed records of all visitors to school and who has been in contact 

with each class.  

Will school need to close if there are cases?  

Not necessarily, however we will work with the relevant NHS Wales teams and the Local 

Authority Environmental Health team to manage the situation and decide on a course of 

action. It may be that a class, its staff and any children’s siblings are asked to self-isolate 

for a period of 14 days. PHW and Environmental Health will guide us.  

What happens if there is a class or school closure?  

We need to anticipate a closure of a class at some point in the coming months and if we do 

this, we will be better prepared for when it happens. Hopefully, it will not be a closure like 

the Lockdown but it could be a closure lasting a couple of weeks for a class or the school.  

In March, staff worked very quickly to set up our Distance Learning provision. In the event 

of a closure, learning will take place this way – through live lessons supported by the use of 

Dojo, Hwb, Lexia, Reading Eggs, mathletics and other platforms. Indeed, it may be even be 

possible for children who are self-isolating to join in lessons while the rest of the class are 

at school. We have updated our Home Learning and Distance learning policy on our website 

with useful sites for your child’s learning. 

 

Lastly 

I understand social distancing outside the school setting is massively difficult. I cannot 

stress how essential it is to keep that 2m distance from one another. It is a legal 

requirement and will keep all of us safe. The school staff and children are doing their best 

to stay safe and if we work together I hope we can continue to keep the children safe and 

well. 

 

Many Thanks for your continued support. 

Stay Safe 

Kindest Regards 

 
A J Brett-Harris 

Headteacher 


