
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

19th November2019 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Christmas is drawing closer. We have a lot of exciting things planned for everyone.  

Christmas Fayre 

On Wednesday 4th December we have the Christmas Fayre straight after school. All 

the children have made something to sell at the fayre. This year we are running a 

pre-loved toy stall. If you have anything you would like to donate please bring it in 

for us. This year there is also a pre-loved uniform stall.   All the lost property with 

no names on has been taken home and washed. If you are in need of a new jumper or cardigan, these will 

be available for a small donation. We will also have a number of stalls such as lucky dip, face painting and 

outside stalls selling crafts and gifts so bring the family along. We will be selling turkey rolls and teas and 

coffees and we are hoping for a special visitor to bring the children some presents. 

 

Minister Visit and Mindfulness 

The visit to the school to showcase the amazing nurture practice your children take part 

in was very successful. So far we have had nearly 5000 people watch the video and read 

the commentary, with only one negative comment.   If you haven’t seen it the link is: 

https://www.facebook.com/CaerphillyCBC/videos/568375140575111/ The minister and the local authority 

were very impressed by what they saw and said it was exactly what they wanted in all schools. They 

commented on how calm the school was and how brilliantly the children behaved and demonstrated the 

mindful practice. 

After Christmas we will introducing the children to our Nurture Dog Hadleigh. Hadleigh is a Golden 

retriever belonging to Miss Stow. He is being trained by Miss Stow as a Nurture Dog for the school. Golden 

Retrievers are renowned for their calm temperament and soft nature. We will send out more information 

nearer the time. 

Woodwork 

Last week we were lucky enough to receive a donation of tools by Hazelwood 

Carpentry. These tools are to be used as part of the new wood working area we will be 

setting up and using after January. All staff are having training in January to allow us to build on the good 

practice already happening in forest schools.  The children are closely monitored and will only use the tools 

with support, but it will give them the opportunity to become hands on learners, develop a range of 

problem solving skills and eventually begin to produce products with a ‘real life’ purpose. 
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Christmas Concerts 

The children have just begun to learn their songs for the Christmas concerts. We sent out a 

questionnaire asking all parents as to whether we should have an evening performance and 

whether parents would bring their child back to school if we did have a 5.30pm concert. The 

responses indicated that parents were not happy to bring their child back to school and 

watch an evening concert so this year we will hold concerts in the morning for Nursery and in the 

afternoons for the rest of the school.  Please check the website for dates.  We hope you are able to attend.  

Eco Schools 

The children have been helping Mrs Davies with her quest to achieve the next RSPB Wild 

Challenge  award and we are proud that we have managed to collect the gold award!  

Breakfast Club 

Could I remind parents when bringing their children to breakfast club they are responsible for their safety.  

I am aware that parents have asked why staff are able to drive into the school in the morning. 

The front of the school building is predominantly a carpark. After consultation with health and 

safety staff are now able to park here in order to avoid adding to the congestion outside the 

junior school. All staff when entering the carpark drive slowly but I would ask you to keep your children 

with you at all times. I would also ask that they do not play in or on the front walled area. 

Attendance 
Miss Stow has been monitoring the attendance this term and she has noticed that 

there are a few children whose attendance falls well below 95%. The EWO will be 

arranging meetings with Miss Stow and myself with these parents to see if there 

is any way we can support parents. We will be discussing further the introduction of fixed term penalties in 

our next Governor meeting with a view to beginning issuing them when necessary in order to meet our 

target following inspection. 

Community 
We are very grateful to everyone who sent in items for the Operation Christmas Child boxes: we sent in six 
boxes on behalf of our school which will make a huge difference to some children this Christmas. 

 
We raised £92 for Children in Need – thank you. 
 

The Jesus Cares food bags are available in the foyer for anyone who needs them to take.  Parents volunteer  
to sort out the deliveries when they arrive so every bag is sorted to have a mix of items.  We would ask 
that you don’t untie the bags and take items out as this leads part-filled bags which are not as useful to 
families. 
 
Thank you all for your support this half term.   
. 

Kindest Regards 
. 

 
Mrs Andrea Brett-Harris 
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