
Minutes for  

Hendre Infants Parent Council Meeting  

13th November 2019 

Present at the meeting: 

Mrs Kelly, Year 1 parent, Reception parent 

Main Points of Discussion: 

1) Attendance and the possibility of introducing Fixed Penalty Notices for unauthorised absences 

Other schools in our cluster are already issuing Fixed Penalty Notices for unauthorised absences.  The 

Governing Body have proposed that we also begin to issue these notices, starting from September 

2020.  Details of this shared with parents, including criteria for issuing the notices and the penalties. 

Parents were in favour of introducing fixed penalty notices as long as they are used as a last resort 

and follow a face to face meeting and warnings. 

 

2) Additional Learning Needs – updates on school provision to support pupils with additional needs 

We have subscribed to a secure online system called “Edukey”.  This system allows us to electronically 

store all medical information and all IEPs and IBPs.  If a parent has a child with ALN, school can provide 

parent access to the electronic record.  This reduces the need for paper and ensures all legal 

paperwork is stored securely in a child’s record. 

Parents liked the idea of keeping everything securely online. They asked if it would give them more 

insight into our planning and the work being covered. Mrs Kelly reminded parents of the half termly 

overviews, regular sound and tricky word dojo messages and regular parent workshops. Parents 

asked if the content of the workshops could be made available online for Parents who could not 

attend or for reference.  

 

3) Christmas fayre plans 

Christmas Fayre is 4th December.  We need parents to help with: 

 Running the hotdog and refreshments stall 

 Running the sweets stall 

 Running the second hand toy stall 

 Organising raffle donations 

 Sorting out Santa’s grotto 

 Wrapping presents from Santa 

Parents suggested paying £1 for a visit to Santa’s grotto. (to include a book as a gift) 

They were unsure about Santa giving each child a satsuma as he walks through the fayre. Mrs Kelly 

reminded them that some children wouldn’t visit his grotto so they would get to meet him quickly 



and receive a gift.  

Parents suggested a uniform stall selling clean,  unwanted or donated uniform.  

Parents suggested opening the toy stall before school finishes to allow parents to buy toys without 

their children present.  

Parents would like to know what time to arrive to help set up and a date to help wrap gifts for 

Santa’s grotto.  

 

4) Wish lists  - resources needed by the school 

Woodworking donation received from Hazelwood Carpentry – now need parents to help empty the 

outdoor shed and fill the skip.  Paint can’t go in the skip – would parents be willing to take a few paint 

pots to the local tip so we don’t have to pay disposal fees? 

Classes would be grateful for donations of arts and crafts materials e.g. wool, googly eyes, tissue paper, 

pipe cleaners, pom poms etc. 

Parents suggested creating a wish list of items and sharing with parents. They suggested telling 

parents to buy an item from the list in lieu of a Christmas gift for their Child’s teacher or a birthday 

cake in school for their child.  

 

5) Update on the cashless payment system 

We are all ready to go with a cashless payment system BUT County have asked us to wait as they would 

like to roll a system out to all schools rather than have a number of systems in place across the 

authority.  Mrs Brett-Harris has put pressure on the council to make a decision and we will keep you 

posted. 

Parents suggested revisiting this issue in our January meeting. If County have made no progress or 

cannot give us a date for their cashless system rollout then press ahead with our own system. 

 

6) Organising a “Lending library” for children and creating a rota for parents/carers to help run this 

Set up a rota of days and names of parents willing to come in at lunch time to read with children and 

allow children to swap a “reading for pleasure” reading book for a new book.  Volunteers would be 

based in the hall with lots of other adults present.  Ideally, this would happen at lunchtime between 

12:05 and 13:05. 

Year 1 parent  said she would be available to help set up and run the lending library with support of 

other parents. 

 

 

 

 

 



7) Christmas concert arrangements 

Feedback from parent questionnaire showed many would not be happy to bring their children back for 

an evening performance.  Taking this into consideration, Parent Council were asked to help us decide 

on amended dates/times for concerts. 

Parents agreed that it would be disappointing to attend a concert without the full cast on stage. They 

suggested that working parents may be able to attend a 9.30am concert after dropping children to 

school. They suggested offering an opportunity for parents to retake the poll straight after the concerts 

where we could gauge interest in an evening performance for next year.  

8) Any other business 

 

Parents raised the issue of cars pulling into the car park when breakfast club children are arriving 

and waiting at the school main entrance. They asked if a barrier could be put up to stop children 

from playing in the path of the cars or for the side yard to be opened for children to wait and play 

in before the side door is opened at 8.15. Mrs Kelly said we are working with H&S on this issue 

and will get back to them with more information.  

 

Parents asked if there was a way of sending confirmation when a form for consent has been filled 

out online, whether it is an automatic email, dojo message or text. Mrs Kelly said she would look 

into this and get back to them.  

 

Parents asked if teachers can send letters to parents regarding their child’s part and costume in 

the school plays. Mrs Kelly advised parents that they were all being organised this week so will be 

sent out as soon as possible.  

 

Parents asked if we could collect unwanted Christmas play costumes after the concerts to reuse 

for next year. Mrs Kelly said this is something we will do this year.  

Next meeting: 9am or 1pm Wednesday 15th January.  Anyone welcome to attend. 

 


