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17th January 2022 

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Reading and Understanding Skills 
 
This term we are focusing on improving children’s understanding of their reading.  All 
classes will be setting homework that focuses on this area of learning.   
 
Although pupils are improving well in their ability to read accurately, we have many 
pupils who cannot discuss the text, give opinions or answer questions.  Please can 
you support this by reading daily with your child and asking questions about 
the book.   
 
We appreciate that pupils in Year 5 and Year 6 are less likely to want to read to you, 
but it is still very important to discuss their reading with them. 
 
Tips for Reading at Home with your Child 
 
Make Reading Fun 

1. Do short bursts and not always when your child comes home from school as 
they will be tired.   

2. Take turns so YOU read then they read. If your child is really tired YOU read 
instead –it is so important children hear stories regularly. 

3. Share the book they choose –this is just as important as  the  ‘stage  books’  
as  this  demonstrates  what  your child’s  personal  interests  are.  It may be a 
picture book, fact book, magazine, an annual or a notebook. 

 

Strategies 

1. Look at the front cover and title and ask your child to predict what will happen 
in the book.  

2. For younger pupils, decoding is the sounding out of each letter and blending 
the letters together.  For example: c-a-t = cat. 

3. There are words that you cannot do this with and these are called tricky words 
and children just have to learn them over and over. The more they see tricky 
words the more they will recognise them.  

4. With larger words, encourage your child to break down or ‘chunk’ them into 
smaller words or syllables.  For example: in/for/ma/tion. 

5. Once you have read a page play “Fast Fingers”.  Ask your child to point at 
words, particularly ones they had difficulty with. 

. 
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6. Encourage  your  child  to  read  to  the  end  of  the sentence and come back 
to the difficult word as they may be able to read it now from the context. 

7. Your child may substitute a word for one that fits.  For example: home instead 
of house.  This is fine as it shows they understand what they are reading. 

8. Encourage your child to take note of the punctuation.  Full stops and commas 
require breaths.  Question marks, exclamation marks and speech marks 
require varying the tone of voice. 

9. Ask your child regular questions about the book to check that they 
understand what they have read. There are some great ideas on the 
back page of each book to help you. 

 
Please don’t worry if your child is on a lower stage than another child.  Children 
progress at different stages.  Your child may be eager to finish their book or move to 
the next stage, but it is extremely important that they are reading for meaning 
and able to discuss the text they have read. 
 
If you would like more ideas, please contact the school and your child’s class teacher 
will be happy to help. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Mark Quin 
Headteacher 
 
 

 

 


