
Creative Ways to Encourage Mark Making  
Autumn-Themed Ideas 

Harvest crop mark making will inspire the children to start drawing and writing. 
Allow the children to dip the ends of whole carrots and turnips into paint. The 
children can write, draw and make patterns with these fun vegetable pens. Letter, 
number or pattern cards can also be provided for the children to copy. 

Using large chunky chalks, create large outlines of hedgehogs on the ground 
outside. Provide the children with paintbrushes and buckets of water to paint over 
the hedgehog. His zigzag back, straight-lined bottom and curved nose will allow the 
children to explore a variety of patterns and shapes. 

Help the children to make their own autumn mark-makers, for use in trays of dry sand or with paint. Collect 
together some twigs of various sizes and a variety of autumn materials, such as conifer leaves, seed heads 
and dried grasses. With a little help, the children can attach these to the ends of the sticks using elastic bands. 
If you are able to use a hot glue gun, you can also create brush ends using conkers, acorns and pine cones. 
The children will have great fun writing, drawing and making marks with their autumn brushes. 

Provide the children with paper-lined trays and some paint-dipped conkers. The children can roll the conkers 
around the trays to create a variety of marks and patterns. Use autumnal coloured paints to create a beautiful 
autumn mark-making picture. To make it even more fun, you could set up some drainpipes and encourage the 
children to roll the conkers down the drainpipes onto the paper! 

Create a collection of dry autumn leaves in a variety of shapes, sizes and colours. The children can use 
metallic pens to create some beautiful leaf art. The children can simply trace over the leaf’s vein lines, draw 
their own patterns and pictures, practise writing letter shapes or even write their own name. These falling 
leaves will look wonderful hanging from you setting ceiling with fishing wire or string. 

Provide wonderful mark-making opportunities in playdough using a variety of autumn objects, such as pine 
cones, conifer leaves, twigs, acorns and conker cases. There are so many wonderful patterns and textures 
for the children to imprint and explore. To make the activity a truly autumnal experience, why not make some 
autumn-themed playdough, such as Harvest Wheat Playdough or Apple Sauce Playdough. 

The children will be excited to start mark making when they can write or draw directly 
onto a pumpkin. Set out whole pumpkins, whiteboard pens and cleaning cloths. The 
children can draw or write over and over again with this seasonal pumpkin activity. 
These Autumn Mark-Making Pattern Cards are ideal for encouraging children to 
copy different patterns. 

Using all of the beautiful autumn leaves, twigs, pine cones and natural objects that 
you have collected, allow the children to create some autumn print pictures. Provide 
the children with natural objects, ready-mixed paints and paper. The children can 
paint and print with the objects. Encourage the children to look at the variety of 
shapes, patterns and textures that they have created. 

*To ensure the safety of the children in your setting, it is your responsibility to assess whether adult supervision or other appropriate safety measures are required when carrying out any of 
these activities.
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Provide the children with a collection of autumn leaves of all shapes and sizes. The 
children can select their favourite leaves and lay these flat on a piece of paper. Using 
a sponge and some autumn-coloured ready-mix paint, the children can dab paint all 
over the paper and the leaves. Once the paper is covered in paint, the children can 
carefully peel away the leaves to reveal a beautiful autumn leaf silhouette painting. 

Provide the children with chunky chalks of different autumn colours. The children can draw and write on the 
surface of thick branches, logs and tree trunks. As children colour over the bark with the chalk they can notice 
the different patterns and textures. 

If you are able to get hold of some large slices of tree trunks (tree cookies), these can be turned in wonderful 
chalkboards. Simply paint the flat round face of the tree cookie with chalkboard paint and once they are dry 
the children can have great fun drawing and writing on their beautiful autumn chalkboards. 

Provide the children with sticks of different shapes and lengths. Attach a large sheet of paper or some backing 
paper to a wall or fence outside. The children can use the sticks as mark-making tools to dip into paint and 
create masterpieces on the paper. 

Squirt shaving foam onto a smooth surface and add a few squirts of ready-mix paints in autumn colours 
(reds, browns, yellows, oranges and golds). Children can spread the shaving foam and mix it with the paint. 
They can make marks in the shaving foam with their fingers or with paintbrushes. Provide letters or patterns 
for the children to copy. 

Adding a thin layer of a fine material to a large tray will provide the children with a fun and sensory way to 
explore mark making using their finger. Using a permanent pen, write letter shapes, numbers or the children’s 
names onto large autumn leaves. These can be displayed next to the mark-making tray for the children to 
copy. The tray could be filled with many things, including: 

• autumn-coloured dried lentils and pulses (such as yellow split peas and red lentils) 

• ½ cup of fine salt could be mixed with yellow or orange powder paint (you may also wish to add some 
ground spice to add an autumn scent)

Add some autumn-coloured ready-mix paints to some ziplock bags. Lay these flat on the table, or attach 
them to the windows with sticky tape. The children can use their fingers to spread the paint throughout the 
bag. Once the paint has been spread thin, the children can use their fingers or a cotton bud to write letters, 
numbers or patterns by pressing down onto the bag and moving the paint around. You may also wish to draw 
an outline of a tree, hedgehog or other autumn-themed pictures onto the bags using a permanent pen. Can 
the children move the paint around inside the bag in order to fill the shape? The children will enjoy these mess-
free, squelchy bags. 

The farmer is out in his tractor collecting in his crops. Create some brown gloop 
(1 cup water to 2 cups corn flour) to act as the farmer’s muddy field. Provide the 
children with tractors and other farming machinery to drive through the muddy field. 
What kinds of patterns and marks do the tractors make with their wheels? 

*To ensure the safety of the children in your setting, it is your responsibility to assess whether adult supervision or other appropriate safety measures are required when carrying out any of 
these activities.
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