
Penscynor, Cilfrew  Neath  SA10 8LF 

Penscynor , Cilffriw  Castell-nedd  SA10 8LF 

Tel /Ffon: (01639) 630816 

E.mail: cilffriw@npt.school 

CILFFRIW PRIMARY SCHOOL 
YSGOL GYNRADD CILFFRIW 

   

 
5th February 2021 

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Home Learning Survey 
 
I firstly want to thank you for the way you have worked with the school throughout 
this half term.  Home learning is extremely difficult to manage while trying to juggle 
work commitments and organise all the demands of home life. We know how 
exhausting this term has been for you.  The results of the home learning survey have 
been very useful and make for interesting reading.  If you are finding it difficult to 
motivate your child to do the work, you are not alone.  Two-thirds of parents and 
carers find this a problem! 
   
Please see this table for a summary of responses. 
 

 Yes No 

1.  Do you find the Power Point videos helpful? 87% 13% 

2.  Does it help your child to see their teacher’s face on recordings? 82% 18% 

3.  Do you feel there is enough work being set? 91% 9% 

4.  Do you need more work to be set? 9% 91% 

5.  Would it help to have a teacher ring you to “check-in” and offer 
support? 

38% 62% 

6.  Are you managing to access home learning online? 90% 10% 

7.  Are you finding it difficult to motivate your child to do the work? 62% 38% 

8.  Has the school closure affected your child’s wellbeing? 52% 48% 

 
The main suggestions for improvement were for children to see their teacher’s faces 
(to help motivation) and for live check-in sessions, again to improve motivation and 
also to support pupil wellbeing. 
 
Live “Check-in” Sessions 
 
We are starting live check-in sessions next week.  We will be starting with 
Foundation Phase children first, then junior children after the half term holiday.  The 
purpose of the session will be to allow pupils to talk to their teachers about their 
experiences, successes and needs, as well as giving them the chance to see their 
classmates. 
 
Before we can start the live check-in sessions I will text you the link to a 
Parent/Carer’s agreement where you can give consent for your child to attend the 
live sessions.  I will also text a link to our Live Check-in Regulations document so 
that you can make an informed decision.   
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Pupils Returning to School 
 
You will probably be aware that schools will now be reopening to Foundation 
Phase pupils after the half term holiday.  Schools will not be reopening to 
junior pupils but the current system of provision for the children of key 
workers will remain in place.  At the moment, we do not know when junior pupils 
will be returning to school. 
 
This information came officially via meetings today with the Welsh Government 
Director of Education and the Local Authority Director of Education.  The decision 
has been made because the infection rate has significantly fallen, and the Welsh R-
rate is now just above 0.7.  Junior pupils are not returning yet because the Welsh 
Assembly Technical Advisory Group are advising that the effects of this partial 
opening need to be carefully monitored before any decisions are made for older 
pupils. 
 
The Welsh Assembly has also promised that teachers will have access to testing 
twice a week to again ensure the safety of pupils, staff and families. 
 
At the moment, schools do not have all the information required to make detailed 
operational arrangements, but this should be in place by early next week.  I will send 
out full details of exactly how we will be reopening as soon as possible.  I know that 
this news will raise many questions, as it is yet another different way for our school 
to operate, and I will be able to answer all questions next week. 
 
Our basic plan for reopening is as follows: 
 

 Foundation Phase Juniors 

Monday 22nd 
February 

INSET DAY – school closed to 
all pupils.  All staff will be 
reviewing procedures and risk 
assessments. 

INSET DAY – school closed to 
all pupils.  All staff will be 
reviewing procedures and risk 
assessments. 

Tuesday 23rd 
February 

First half of Foundation Pupils to 
attend school for wellbeing 
monitoring and reintroduction to 
school routines 

Provision for vulnerable 
learners and children of key 
workers only. 

Wednesday 
24th February 

Second half of Foundation 
Pupils to attend school for 
wellbeing monitoring and 
reintroduction to school routines 

Provision for vulnerable 
learners and children of key 
workers only. 

Thursday 25th 
February 

All Foundation Phase pupils 
back in school 

Provision for vulnerable 
learners and children of key 
workers only. 

Friday 26th 
February 

All Foundation Phase pupils 
back in school 

Provision for vulnerable 
learners and children of key 
workers only. 
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Please also note: 
 

 Although the age group in the news is 3 to 7 year olds, this does not include 
pupils who are 7 but in Year 3.  The school will only be reopening to 
Foundation Phase pupils in Nursery, Reception, Year 1 and Year 2. 
 

 The scientific evidence is that the greatest transmission takes place between 
adults at drop-off and collection times.  We will therefore be reintroducing the 
staggered start and finish times for Foundation Phase – details to follow. 

 

 There may be a “buffer day” on Monday 22nd February but this has not yet 
been confirmed.  We have moved an inset day forwards from the start of next 
term so that we can give a definite plan for the week, and avoid last minute 
childcare issues. 

 

 The Aberdulais bus will be running for Foundation Phase pupils and junior 
pupils attending the keyworker provision.  

 

 Home learning and live catch-up sessions will be in place for junior pupils. 
 

 During the week of 22nd to 26th February, our focus will be on reintroducing 
our youngest pupils back to school after a very long absence.  We will not be 
changing the register for the children of key workers during the first 
week back. However, from the 29th February, we will be able to review our 
junior keyworker provision to take into account the changing needs of our 
families. 

 
After School Provision 
 
There will be life after Covid and we continue to plan ahead confidently for a much 
better future!   Later this academic year, we will be starting after school provision 
running from 3.15 to 6.00 pm each day.  This provision will be run by an external 
provider, Once Upon a Time. Please note that when this new provision starts, we will 
not be offering the traditional After-school club. 
 
As part of the process of setting up the new club, we will be sending out a short 
questionnaire to find out what the demand for after school provision is.  I will text a 
link to the survey next week.  Please make sure you complete the questionnaire if 
you are interested in using the club.   
 
Please continue to take care of yourselves on your families.  The vaccine rollout 
in Wales is continuing to gather pace and we are all starting to believe that a return 
to normal is possible again.  There is light at the end of the tunnel – as long as it isn’t 
another train coming! 
 
Yours sincerely, 
Mark Quin 
Headteacher 


