
Penscynor, Cilfrew  Neath  SA10 8LF 

Penscynor , Cilffriw  Castell-nedd  SA10 8LF 

Tel /Ffon: (01639) 630816 

E.mail: cilffriw@npt.school 

CILFFRIW PRIMARY SCHOOL 
YSGOL GYNRADD CILFFRIW 

   

 
11th February 2021 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Plans for Foundation Phase reopening 
 
Please note that schools are not reopening to junior pupils until we are given 
further instruction by the Welsh Assembly.  School will only be open to 
Foundation Phase pupils, vulnerable learners and children of Key Workers. 
I don’t know when junior classes will be opening, but schools have been assured that 
there will be a two-week notice given by the Welsh Assembly, and I will text you with 
information as soon as I do know. 
 
Our plan for reopening is as follows: 
 

 Foundation Phase Juniors 

Monday 22nd 
February 

INSET DAY – school closed to 
all pupils.  All staff will be 
reviewing procedures and risk 
assessments. 

INSET DAY – school closed to 
all pupils.  All staff will be 
reviewing procedures and risk 
assessments. 

Tuesday 23rd 
February 

First half of Foundation Pupils to 
attend school for wellbeing 
monitoring and reintroduction to 
school routines 

Provision for vulnerable 
learners and children of key 
workers only. 

Wednesday 
24th February 

Second half of Foundation 
Pupils to attend school for 
wellbeing monitoring and 
reintroduction to school routines 

Provision for vulnerable 
learners and children of key 
workers only. 

Thursday 25th 
February 

All Foundation Phase pupils 
back in school 

Provision for vulnerable 
learners and children of key 
workers only. 

Friday 26th 
February 

All Foundation Phase pupils 
back in school 

Provision for vulnerable 
learners and children of key 
workers only. 

 
During the week of 22nd to 26th February, our focus will be on reintroducing our 
youngest pupils back to school after a very long absence.   
 
We will not be changing the register for the children of key workers during the 
first week back. Please do not bring any junior pupils to school if they have 
not been attending the keyworker provision this half-term, as we will not be 
able to accept them.  However, from the 29th February, we will be able to review 
our junior keyworker provision if required. 
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The Aberdulais bus will be running for Foundation Phase pupils and junior pupils 
attending the keyworker provision. 
 
Home learning arrangements will continue to be in place for junior pupils. 
 
Start and end of day timings 
 
We will be returning to our Autumn Term staggered timings.  The evidence is that 
there is significant risk of the virus spreading when parents and carers gather outside 
the school, so we are staggering the timings to allow you to observe social 
distancing. 
 
Foundation Phase and Speech and Language Pupils 

 Start time Finish time Drop-off and collection Point 

Morning nursery 8.40 am 11.30 am Pupils will leave school by the 
nursery door or main door.  Please 
wait at the top until you have been 
called.  Do not wait outside nursery, 
on the steps or in the carpark.  We 
will call you down when classes are 
ready. 

Afternoon nursery 1.00 pm 3.00 pm 

Reception 8.40 am  3.00 pm 

Year 1 8.40 am 3.00 pm 

Year 2 8.55 am 3.15 pm 

Class 7 8.55 am 3.15 pm 

Class 8 8.55 am 3.15 pm 

 
Keyworker/Vulnerable Learner Provision for junior pupils will continue to run 
from 8.40 am to 3.00 pm.  These pupils will be collected from the car park and 
returned through the car park at the end of the day. 
 
Breakfast Club will continue to run from 8.20 am every morning. 
 
Speech and Language Unit pupils 
 
The Speech and Language Unit will continue to be open to support pupils who have 
ALN placements with us.  Most of the pupils will now be back in the Speech and 
Language Unit so please note that there will not be any home learning provided by 
Mrs Richards or Mrs Williams, as the expectation is for unit pupils to be back in 
school. 
 
Culture Week – 23rd to 26th February 
All our pupils will be taking part in a whole school culture week 
when we return.  Each class will study different countries.   
Pupils will learn about traditions, food, national dress,  
customs and beliefs through investigative and creative  
activities.  We want our children to become informed  
and ethical citizens of the world.  
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Live Catch-up Sessions 
We have had a technical problem with being able to invite pupils to the catch-up 
sessions, but this is almost resolved now.  Thankfully, our Foundation Phase pupils 
will all be back together in school very soon and we can have a really live catch-up! 
 
If you haven’t seen it already and you need cheering up, search for “lawyer cat” on 
the internet and you will see the pitfalls of doing live meetings when not fully 
prepared for technical difficulties! 
 
Help us to re-open our school! 
We desperately want to get back to normal again, with all our brilliant children back 
in class.  Home learning is extremely difficult to manage for both parents and staff, 
and it is not a replacement for children learning in school (if you can remember those 
distant days)! 
 
If the infection rates go up, it is likely that WE WILL NOT BE ABLE 
TO RE-OPEN TO JUNIOR PUPILS.  Worse still, there may be the  
Welsh Assembly decision to close Foundation Phase classes again.   
 
This would be a disaster for our children and families so PLEASE: 
 

 Don’t gather at the top – keep 2 metres apart. 

 Wear a mask at the top and if you are coming onto school premises. 

 Don’t have sleepovers, children over to play or parties where pupils/adults are 
mixing. 

 
We all want to get our school up and running again, but we can’t do this without your 
help to keep the infection rates down. 
 
I hope you all have a lovely half term.   
Look after yourselves and your families and stay safe!   
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Mark Quin 
Headteacher 


