
 
Facts about the Normans 

• The Battle of Hastings took place seven 
miles outside of Hastings. The town that 
grew up around the site later became 
known as Battle. 

• William’s jester rode by his side into 
battle, singing songs and juggling to lift 
the soldiers’ spirits. 

• William the Conqueror was crowned 
king on Christmas Day in 1066. 

• The Bayeux Tapestry is divided into 50 
sections and is almost 70 metres long! 

• Halley’s Comet famously appeared in 
the sky just before William’s invasion of 
England. It was said to be an omen of bad luck for England. It 
certainly was for poor Harold. 

• There is a mystery surrounding the death of the legendary Welsh 
prince Owain Glyndŵr. Legend says he spent his last years 
disguised as a retired Franciscan friar, living peacefully with his 
daughter Alys. 

• Trainee knights in the Middle Ages were called Squires. 
 

Home learning Ideas 
• Talk to your parents or grandparents to find out what they 

remember learning at school about the Battle of Hastings and 
1066. Can they recall the key dates and information? If they are 
struggling, tell them all you know! 

• Write a diary entry as if you are King Harold in the days leading up 
to the Battle of Hastings. How were you feeling? What were your 
hopes and concerns? 

• Make a life-sized 1066 soldier! Ask someone to draw around your 
body on a large piece of paper. Cut this out and add the face and 
armour using collage materials. 

• Using the Bayeux Tapestry as inspiration, design a new tapestry to 
show a story of your choosing. Remember to divide it into panel 
sections. 

• Research what life was like during the Middle Ages. 
• Create a 3D model of a castle.  
• Research and label the different parts of a castle.  


