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Mars is the fourth furthest planet from the 

Sun and the second smallest planet in our 

solar system. Named after the Roman god of 

war, Mars is often described as ‘the Red Planet’ 

because of its red appearance. The atmosphere 

on Mars is made up of mainly carbon dioxide, 

meaning that it is not breathable.

Missions to Mars
It is important to launch a mission to Mars 

at the right time because Earth and Mars are 

always moving. Scientists have to calculate 

the distance between the two planets at any 

one time and to prepare resources for that 

distance of travel.

Why Mars?
Mars is not the closest planet 

to Earth – Venus is. The closest 

possible distance between Earth 

and Venus is approximately 38 
million kilometres, while the 

closest distance between Earth 

and Mars is around 55 million 
kilometres. Why, then, are most of 

Earth’s exploration efforts directed 

at the Red Planet? 

Venus, Earth’s smaller sister, is 

blisteringly hot and has a thick 

atmosphere which could melt a 

block of lead as easily as an ice 

cream on Earth. Mars, on the other 

hand, is smaller and much colder. 

It is the most habitable planet next to Earth because:

• its soil contains traces of water;
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Mars: The Red Planet

A “true colour” photograph 

of Mars taken by the OSIRIS 

instrument on the European 

Space Agency (ESA) Rosetta 

spacecraft in February 2007.

Mars Quick Facts

Size: 6,779km

Moons: 2 (Phobos and Deimos)

Length of year: 687 days (1.9 Earth years)

Length of day: 24 hours 37 minutes

Temperature: between -140°C and 30°C

Atmosphere: • 95.9% carbon dioxide

• 0.14% oxygen

• 3.96% other (carbon 
monoxide, nitrogen, 

argon, water vapour)
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A self-portrait taken by NASA's 

Curiosity rover. 

• it gets enough sunlight to use solar power;

• gravity is 38% as strong as on Earth, which, it is believed, humans 
could adapt to;

• the atmosphere somewhat protects from the Sun’s radiation;

• Mars’ day, called a ‘sol’, is only a little longer than Earth’s.

The Mars Rover
The Curiosity rover is a robotic car which is currently exploring the surface 

of the planet. It is nuclear-powered and the fourth rover sent to Mars in 16 
years. It was launched on 26th November 2011 and landed on 6th August 2012. 
Curiosity uses the most advanced scientific equipment ever used on Mars.

The main goals of the mission, which forms part of NASA’s Mars Science 

Laboratory, are to:

• study Martian climate and geology;

• search for water;

• find out whether Mars could have ever supported life.

Glossary

geology – The science which deals with 

the physical structure and substance 

of a planet.

radiation – Energy emitted by the Sun, 

some of which is dangerous to humans 

when not absorbed by the atmosphere 

of a planet.

Read the KS2 Twinkl Originals story ‘Jazz 
Harper: Space Explorer’ to learn all about 

life on Mars!
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Mars: The Red Planet Questions
1. Tick the correct response. 

We cannot breathe on Mars because the atmosphere does not have enough: 

   air

   carbon dioxide

   atmosphere  

   oxygen

2. Find and copy the correct word to complete the sentence. 

Mars is named after the                          god of                            .

3. Which of these are reasons why Mars is a good place to explore? Tick two. 

   Mars gets enough sunlight to use solar power.

   A day on Mars is very short.

   There is no gravity on Mars.  

   There is a little water in the soil on Mars.

4. How many moons does Mars have and what are their names?

                                                       

                                                       

5. What is a day called on Mars and how long is it?

               

               

6. Find and copy one caption from the text.

               

               

7. Why does it seem odd at first that NASA has chosen to explore Mars and not Venus?

               

               

8.  Why do you think the author has put the facts about Mars’ size and atmosphere into a ‘quick 

facts’ box?
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Tutankhamun

Tutankhamun, who is thought to have reigned between 1332 
and 1323 BC, is possibly one of ancient Egypt’s best known 
rulers. Yet, there are many things that are not known for 

certain about Tutankhamun’s life. Read on to discover some 

fascinating facts about the ruler commonly known as ‘The 

Boy King’.

Was His Name Really Tutankhamun? 

Surprisingly, Tutankhamun (sometimes also given the nickname 

‘King Tut’) was originally known as Tutankhaten. This is thought to have meant 
‘the living image of Aten’. The Aten was the disc of the sun in ancient Egyptian 

mythology and one part of the god Ra. Therefore, the meaning of the name 

Tutankhaten had great religious importance.

However, Tutankhaten did not think that the Aten should be worshipped as the 

only god of ancient Egypt. Therefore, after the death of the pharaoh Akhenaten 

in around 1334 BC, Tutankhaten changed his name to Tutankhamun. This 
showed everybody that he rejected the idea of just worshipping the Aten as a 

single god.

Who Were Tutankhamun’s Parents?

Due to damage to ancient stone artefacts, the exact parentage of Tutankhamun 

remains uncertain.

However, Egyptologists and scientists have examined the remains of a mummy 

found in tomb KV55 of the Valley of the Kings and it was shown to be very 
similar to the mummy already proven to have been Tutankhamun. Artefacts 

found in tomb 55 led some people to believe that this was the burial site of 
Akhenaten. Therefore, based on this evidence, many people think that Akhenaten 

was the father of Tutankhamun. 

Historically, many people believed that Akhenaten’s wife, Nefertiti, 

was Tutankhamun’s mother. However, this is now believed by 

some to be untrue. Inside tomb KV55, alongside the mummy of 
Akhenaten, Egyptologists discovered artefacts which suggested 

that Akhenaten had multiple wives – one of whom was known  

as Kiya.

A female mummy that was found in a different tomb (KV35) has 
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Tutankhamun

recently been proved to be Tutankhamun’s mother through 

DNA testing. This mummy is informally referred to as ‘The 

Younger Lady’, but her exact identity remains unknown. It 

is therefore widely debated whether the mummy proven 

to be Tutankhamun’s mother is that of Queen Nefertiti, of 

Kiya or of someone else entirely.

When Did Tutankhamun Become King? 

Shortly before the death of Akhenaten, a mysterious figure 

known as Smenkhkare ruled jointly with him. Little is known for certain about 

Smenkhkare; it is even uncertain whether they were male or female. Some 

people guess that they may have been Tutankhamun or another of Akhenaten’s 

children while others think that it was Akhenaten’s wife Nefertiti who helped 

him to rule.

After Akhenaten’s death, a female pharaoh named Neferneferuaten ruled over 

ancient Egypt for two years. Some people think that this, too, was Nefertiti. It 

is thought by some that Nefertiti did this because Tutankhamun was too young 

to become pharaoh. 

Nevertheless, in around 1332 BC, Tutankhamun became pharaoh at eight or 
nine years of age. It is thought that he initially became the ruler under his 

birthname of Tutankhaten as a royal staff was found inscribed with this name. 

How Long Did Tutankhamun Reign For?

It is widely believed that Tutankhamun reigned for approximately ten years 

until his untimely death in around 1323 BC. At this time, Tutankhamun was 
thought to have been around 19 years old. 

After his death, Tutankhamun was buried in a lavish, elaborate tomb within the 

Valley of the Kings. This tomb remained sealed and undisturbed for more than 

3,000 years until it was discovered by archaeologist Howard Carter in 1922.
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Questions
1. Draw three lines to match each person to the fact that is thought to be true. Some facts 

could be matched to more than one person. 

 

 

 

2. In around which year did Tutankhamun become pharaoh? Tick one. 

   1323 BC
   1332 BC
   1334 BC
   AD 1922

3. Find and copy two other names that Tutankhamun has been known as since his birth.

•  

•  

 

4. What is the name Tutankhaten thought to have meant? 

  

5. Look at the section entitled When Did Tutankhamun Become King? 

Find and copy one word or phrase used to describe Smenkhkare. 

  

Tutankhamun

Kiya

Akhenaten

Nefertiti

They are thought to have 

been Tutankhamun’s father.

They could have been 

Tutankhamun’s mother.
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6. Explain why Tutankhaten changed his name to Tutankhamun. 

  

  

  

7. Summarise the debate surrounding the identity of Tutankhamun’s mother. 

  

  

  

8. Why do some people believe that Nefertiti acted as pharaoh under the name Neferneferuaten? 

  

  

  

9. Why might some people think that Tutankhamun’s reign was unusual? 

  

  

 

Tutankhamun
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Commonly Confused Words 
Where, Wear, Were, We’re

Complete these sentences using the correct words. The first four have been 
done for you.

1.  Where are you going? 

2.  Do you know what we’re doing today?

3.  Please can I wear your coat?

4.  We were going to go swimming but it was closed.

5.  That is                        I used to live.

6.  The children                        very tired after their day out.

7.  I like to                        red.

8.  Hurry up,                        going to be late. 

9.   We                        freezing cold.

10.   She will always                        her hair in pigtails.

11.                          very excited.

12.   Do you know                        I can find the dinner hall?

13.   I am going to                        my new shoes.

14.   The children                        very well behaved on the school trip.

15.   I wonder                        this path will take us.

16.                          leaving in ten minutes.
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Commonly Confused Words 
Your, You’re 

Complete these sentences using the correct words. The first two have been 
done for you.

1.  Where did you get your shoes from?

2.  You’re trying really hard.

3.  When is                        birthday?

4.  Is that                        coat?

5.                         welcome to share my colouring pencils.

6.  Eat an apple if                        hungry.

7.  I saw                        mum yesterday. 

8.  Do you know where                        going on holiday?

9.  Don’t forget                        manners. 

10.                         a lovely young girl.

11.  On                        marks, get set, go!

12.  When                        feeling better, we will go to the beach.
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Using Different Types of Conjunction
L.O: To recognise and use different types of conjunctions.

Choose a coordinating conjunction from the box to complete these sentences.

and but or so

1.	 I went to bed very late ___________________ I am tired today.

2.	 I listened to the weather forecast ___________________ put an umbrella in my bag.

3.	 I enjoy playing hockey ___________________ it’s not my favourite sport. 

4.	We could go to the park ___________________ to the cinema.

Choose a subordinating conjunction from the box to complete these sentences.

although because so that even if whenever

1.	My dad has fixed my bike ___________________ I can take it to the park.

2.	My brother is grumpy ___________________ he has got to do his homework.

3.	 I will always support my local team, ___________________ they always lose!

4.	He goes abroad on holiday, ___________________ he doesn’t like flying.

Choose a pair of correlative conjunctions from the box to complete these sentences.

whether/or either/or both/and not only/but

1.	 I’m not sure ___________________ I’m going to the match ___________________ not.

2.	My mum is ___________________ a brilliant doctor, _______________ she is a great runner too.

3.	The weather is forecast to be ___________________ hot ___________________ humid.

4.	We are having ___________________ pasta ___________________ curry for dinner.

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resources/ks2-english/ks2-english-spag/ks2-english-grammar
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Using Different Types of Conjunction

Choose the correct type of conjunction from the box to complete these sentences.

L.O: To recognise and use different types of conjunctions.

Coordinating Conjunctions

and but or so

Subordinating Conjunctions

although because so that even if whenever before even 
though until

Correlative Conjunctions

whether/or either/or both/and not only/but

Questions
1.	 I went to bed very late ___________________ I am tired today.

2.	My dad has fixed my bike ___________________ I can take it to the park.

3.	We are having ___________________ pasta ___________________ curry for dinner

4.	 I listened to the weather forecast ___________________ put an umbrella in my bag.

5.	 I will always support my local team, ___________________ they always lose!

6.	The weather is forecast to be ___________________ hot ___________________ humid.

7.	My brother is grumpy ___________________ he has got to do his homework.

8.	He goes abroad on holiday, ___________________ he doesn’t like flying.

9.	My mum is ___________________ a brilliant doctor, _______________ she is a great runner too.

10.	 I enjoy playing hockey ___________________ it’s not my favourite sport. 

11.	We could go to the park ___________________ to the cinema.

12.	 I’m not sure ___________________ I’m going to the match ___________________ not.
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Using Different Types of Conjunction

Choose the correct type of conjunction from the box to complete these sentences.

L.O: To recognise and use different types of conjunctions.

Coordinating Conjunctions

and but or so

Subordinating Conjunctions

although because so that even if whenever before even 
though until

Correlative Conjunctions

whether/or either/or both/and not only/but

Use a coordinating conjunction to rewrite these pairs of sentences as one sentence.

1.	We enjoy watching films. We enjoy going bowling.

2.	He wants to win the race. He is running more slowly than the others.

3.	My mum loves cake. I am going to bake a cake for her birthday.

Use a subordinating conjunction to rewrite these pairs of sentences.

4.	My hands are freezing cold. I forgot to bring my gloves today.

5.	My mum takes me to the match every week. She doesn’t like football.

6.	 I take the dog for a walk every day. Sometimes it is raining.

Use a pair of correlative conjunctions to rewrite these pairs of sentences.

7.	 I like carrots. I like asparagus.

8.	 I don’t know if it’s going to be sunny. I don’t know if it’s going to be raining.

9.	 She is the regional champion. She is also the national champion.
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Name the type of conjunctions used in each of these sentences. Write your answers in the boxes. 

1.	 She said she was going to come, although I don’t think she was that keen.

2.	He was chosen to represent the school because he was the most talented swimmer.

3.	We are going to go to either Spain or Portugal next year.

4.	 She had walked all the way to school before realising that she was wearing odd socks.

5.	He always seemed so confident, yet he was actually quite shy.

6.	Our neighbours are not quiet, nor are they particularly friendly.

Using Different Types of Conjunction
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