
Pirates



Pirates

Throughout history, there have been 
people willing to steal from others that 
are transporting goods on the water.  

Thousands of pirates were active from 
1650-1720.  These years are sometimes 
known as a ‘Golden Age’ of piracy.  



Famous pirates
Famous pirates from this period include:

• Blackbeard (Edward Teach)
• Henry Morgan
• William ‘Captain’ Kidd
• ‘Calico’ Jack Rackham
• Bartholomew Roberts

Blackbeard



What is a pirate?

A pirate is a robber 
who travels by water.  

Though most pirates 
targeted ships, some 
also launched attached 
on coastal towns.



Who were the first pirates?

Pirates have existed since 
ancient times.  The threatened 
the trading routes of ancient 
Greece, and took cargoes of 
grain and olive oil from Roman 
ships.  Later, the most famous 
and far-reaching pirates in early 
Middle Ages Europe were the 
Vikings.



Were pirates known by any 
other names?

Yes.  Pirates were sometimes known as 
corsairs or buccaneers.

Corsairs were religious people who stole 
sailors and passengers.  Unless they were 
paid a ransom, they were sold as slaves or 
used as oarsmen on the galleys.

Buccaneers were hunters, and they attacked 
Spanish treasure ships and ports.



Do pirates still exist?

In some parts of the world, especially the 
South China Seas, piracy still exists today.



Why were pirate attacks on 
ships so successful?

Pirate ships usually carried 
far more crew than ordinary 
ships of a similar size.  This 
meant that they could 
outnumber their victims.

Pirates changed their ships so they could 
carry far more cannon than other ships.



Flags

Pirates had a bad reputation for being 
violent, and they advertised this by flying 
various gruesome flags including the Jolly 
Roger with its pictures of the skull and 
crossbones.



Walking the plank
Pirates did used 
to make their 
captives walk 
the plank, but 
not very often.  
It’s likely that 
most victims of 
pirates were 
just thrown 
overboard once 
they got their 
treasure.



Blackbeard

As well as being heavily armed with 
knives, cutlasses and pistols, Blackbeard 
tried to make himself look fearsome, so 
he could scare his victims.  He had wild 
eyes and a mass of thick tangled hair.  He 
twisted fuse into his hair during battles 
and set it alight, so he was surrounded by 
smoke.



Treasure
• Chests of gold, silver and jewels
• Coins

• Food
• Barrels of wine and brandy
• Sails, anchors and other spare equipment for 

their ship
• Essential tools for the ship’s carpenters and 

surgeons



Were there women pirates?

Yes, but not many.  Two of 
the most famous were Anne 
Bonny and Mary Read.

It was against pirates’ rules 
for women to be on board 
ship, so they disguised 
themselves by dressing up in 
men’s clothing.Anne Bonny



So, what can we learn?

• To follow the human values

• Use kind words and actions

• Ask if you wish to look at something 
belonging to someone else

• Share

• Respect everyone equally


