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Our Vision:

Caring, inspiring, achieving together

Our vision was created with input from pupils, parents/carers, teachers, staff governors and the community of Ysgol Trefonnen and is reviewed annually. It brings to together how we feel about our school and what we aim to achieve. To help deliver on this vision, we have three ethos statements:

1. Teaching and Learning – We want Ysgol Trefonnen to ensure that every child reaches their full potential by delivering an engaging curriculum which is inspiring, creative and purposeful.

2. Relationships – We want Ysgol Trefonnen to be a happy, caring and family-like community, promoting confident and positive relationships strengthened by Christian values.

3. Environment – We want Ysgol Trefonnen to be a welcoming, inclusive school which promotes a safe, healthy and bilingual environment for all.

Every year we agree actions that we will take to help deliver this vision through the ethos statements, these are circulated to parents and stakeholders and we also ask how well we did last year to monitor progress. All polices and work delivered at Ysgol Trefonnen is underpinned by this vision and the ethos statements.

INTRODUCTION
Ysgol Trefonnen school is a dual stream, voluntary controlled, community focussed Church in Wales school for children aged 4-11 years; some of our children learn entirely through the medium of Welsh and some through English.  However, all our pupils share the common experience of living and learning in Wales. Within the school building, we have eight classrooms, a parent and toddler group (English medium), Ti a Fi (a bilingual mother and toddler group), a pre-school Early Years group (English medium) and a Cylch Meithrin (Welsh medium pre-school group), both of whom also offer a Flying Start child care provision.

“Wales is proud to have two national languages: English and Welsh. The long term aim of the Welsh Government is that Wales becomes a truly bilingual nation…where the presence of the two languages is a visible and audible source of pride and strength,” (Iaith Pawb, WAG).

We promote opportunities for all our children to celebrate their Welsh culture, heritage and language through occasions such as St David’s Day events and competing in Eisteddfodau. While children in the Welsh stream learn mainly through the medium of Welsh, children in the English stream also benefit from learning Welsh as a second language through reading, writing, speaking and hearing Welsh around the school. Welsh is endorsed through assemblies, clubs and in letters that are sent home. Children in the Welsh stream can continue to study through the medium of Welsh in Year 7 at Builth Wells High School. 
As a school, we have strong links with our local church and its leaders who make a positive impact in advancing the Christian ethos of the school. We are very proud of our school and its happy, relaxed and purposeful atmosphere. We provide a warm, safe and stimulating environment in which we aim to bring out the best in every child. It is our intention to ensure everyone feels well informed about day-to-day life at Ysgol Trefonnen. This handbook has been produced to give information about the curriculum we deliver, the activities we offer, our policies and procedures. We hope that this document will provide you with what you need to know about life at Ysgol Trefonnen. 
If you have any further questions or if you think we have missed out something that you would like to have known, please do not hesitate to get in touch. We welcome visitors to our school and would be pleased to show you around. 
SCHOOL POLICIES

Copies of all school policies are available to view in the school office, policies are reviewed annually, every three years or when changes in legislation require it. All policies are reviewed and ratified by the Governing Body and the Head Teacher. Copies of key policies are sent home to parents and feedback requested, they all comply with our Strategic Equalities Plan. Copies of school policies can be requested from the school office.
Class names

We have three Welsh-medium and four English-medium classes; this organisation may change year on year and is affected by pupil numbers and the school budget:
Llyn y Fan (Welsh stream Reception and Year 1)
Cantre’r Gwaelod (Welsh stream Y2 & 3)
Tryweryn (Welsh stream Y4, 5 and 6)
Harlech (English stream Reception and part of Year 1)
Y Bala (English stream Year 1, 2 & 3)
Cilmeri (English stream Y3, 4 and 5)
Beddgelert (English stream Y5 and 6)
SCHOOL CONTACT DETAILS, MAP and PERSONNEL
School address

Ysgol Trefonnen Church in Wales Community Primary
Ysgol Gynradd Gymunedol Yr Eglwys Yng Nghymru Trefonnen
Trefonnen Lane

Llandrindod-Wells

LD1 5EP

School Office 01597 822190
www.trefonnen@powys.gov.uk
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Headteacher -
Mrs Jessica Stuart-Lyon BSc (Hons) MA NPQH
Deputy Headteacher -
Miss Sioned Hughes
Chairman of Governors -
Mr Ben Williams
School Map
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THE EASTER BUNNY

What's inside this By Ryan Bowen-Jones

Magazine? I Hip hop, hippety hop ‘
My “Easter Bunny” went off to the s}

“

The winning KS2
Easter Bunny poem
was written by
Ryan Bowen-Jones
—we think it's

Poems and short

stories | He bought me an egg and lots of che super! Daniel V\(lr;ite
2 — e2'
Easter puzzles... s R was a clos
Riddles... . o
Tongue Twisters.. | Then he wrapped it with paper and sh The winning
Topi k o Foundation Phase
opic work... It really was such a p

Staff Interviews... Easter Bunny

competition was
e h coloured by
Mrs Stuart-Lyon ’ Thenssin
Rhiannon Coleman Gwenno

Cerys Oxford Howest rounite C2. loan Greason-
Cerys Greason-Walker And finished up in Walker was a very
Dylan Sterry , close an_

Dyfi Ellison Of the Easter goodies
Kai Meyers | x
Ryan Bowen-Jones He'd thrown them

Da iawn Gwenno yr
Kieran Dobbins So a warning before you g Ryan!
Anna-May Pembridge A

8l The Easter Bunny comes every
? year,
I can’t help but stand and cheer.
Chocolate eggs and many
sweets,
visiting families and lots of
; treats.
| Easter egg hunts are so much
: fun
But now the day is almost done.
This time has been just one to
remember,
Next time | write a poem, it will
be December!

| By Daniel White
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Governors 

The Governing Body are responsible in association with the Head Teacher, staff and the Local Authority for the running of the School.  The School Governing Body meet on a regular basis and have several sub-committees which also meet regularly looking at different aspects of the management of the school. Governors help to plan and shape the direction of the school, taking account of budget and curriculum requirements and ensuring all pupils are provided for not only educationally but also spiritually, morally and socially.

The Governing Body consists of –

1. Parent Governors – Parents elected by the parent body

Currently – Jo Harris, Sue Evans, Dylan Jones and Simon Ealey Fitzgerald 

2. Foundation Governors - As this is a Church in Wales School, Foundation Governors are appointed by the local Parish with guidance from the Diocesan Director of Education to preserve the unique character of the school

Currently – Brian Cartwright, Andrew Perrin & TBC

3. Teacher Governor – This person is elected or appointed by the teaching staff

Currently -  Mrs Katy Smith

The Head Teacher is also a governor.

4. Staff Governor - This is a non-teaching member of staff representing staff members 

Currently - TBC
5. Community Governors – These governors are appointed to represent the wider community 

Currently - Ben Williams and TBC 
6. Local Authority Governor – These governors are appointed by the Local Authority

Currently – Gary Price, Mark Stafford-Tolley and Cath Ealey-Fitzgerald.

Governors can be contacted through the school office and more information about communication with the governing body can be found on page 23.
SCHOOL STAFF
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	Mrs Stuart-Lyon

Headteacher
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	Miss Hughes

Welsh stream Y4/5/6

Treweryn

Deputy Head
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	Mrs Motton

Eng stream Rec/Y1

Harlech

ALNCo
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	Mrs Cathy James

Eng stream

Y1/2/3

Y Bala
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	Mrs Cornelius

Wel/Eng stream

PPA and Rec/Y1
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	Mrs Smith

Eng stream

Y3/4/5
Cilmeri
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	Miss Jones

Welsh stream

Rec/Y1

Llyn y Fan
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	Mrs Davies

Welsh stream

Y1/2/3
Cantre’r Gwaelod
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	Mr Painter

Eng stream

Y5/6

Beddgelert
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	Mr Coleman

Community Manager

Learning Support Assistant (LSA)

Buildings and ground co-ordinator
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	Mrs Gough

Community Manager
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	Mrs James

Office administrator

School Accounts
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	Debbie Jarman

LSA
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	Angie Sedgewick

LSA
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	Andrew Cromie

LSA

Mid-day supervisor (MDS)
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	Emily O’Connell

LSA
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	Gwyneth Hammond

LSA

MDS
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	Mandy Davies

LSA

Breakfast Club Leader

MDS
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	Jilly Wilson

LSA

MDS
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	Sam Pugh

LSA
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	Tess Brown

LSA
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	Julie Hughes LSA

After School Club Leader

MDS
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	Sandra Heighway
MDS
	
	Sara Francis

LSA
MDS

	[image: image58.jpg]




	Ffion Jones
LSA
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	Orla Patten
LSA
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	Clare Haslam

Eng Flying Start Leader
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	Katie Carter

EY Leader

Flying Start assistant
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	Tracey Price

Cylch Leader

Welsh Flying Start Leader
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	Charlotte Griffiths

Cylch Leader

Welsh Flying Start Leader
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	Michelle Iveson

EY & FS assistant
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	Kelly Hawksworth

EY & FS assistant
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	Julie Lewis

Cook in Charge
	

	Paula Kemp

Assistant cook


TIMES AND DATES

The School Day (term dates can be found on the authority’s website – www.powys.gov.uk)
School day begins -


9.00

Morning playtime -


10.20
- 10.35
Lunch Infants -


12.00
- 1.15

Lunch Juniors -


12.30
- 1.30

School day ends -


3.30

School Hours

The school day begins at 9.00am. The gates are opened at 8.50am and from this time, infants are welcomed into their class while the juniors play on the top yard until the bell rings at 9.00am. The outside gate is then locked shortly afterwards to ensure the safety and security of all our pupils and staff. The school day ends at 3.30pm and the gates are unlocked just beforehand. All children should be collected from their classroom door unless other arrangements have been made with a class teacher.
Registration 

All teachers take a class register at 9am every day. If a child arrives after 9am but before 9.30am, then they will be marked as late - the county recognises this as an ‘authorised absence’. If your child arrives after 9.30am for reasons other than having a confirmed medical appointment, the school office will note this as an ‘unauthorised absence’. Office staff check the registers every morning; unexplained absences are followed up with a call where we have not been notified. Absences, both authorised and unauthorised, are reported for you to see on your child’s end of year school report.
What if I’m late?

If you are running late to pick up your child from school, please contact us as soon as you’re able. At 3.40pm, any children remaining in their classroom will be taken to the school office. Staff will try to contact you or any other person named as an emergency contact to make arrangements. If no contact can be made or you are still unable to collect your child, they will then be taken to our After School Club if space allows AND if your child is registered already. A charge will be made for the duration of time that your child is present in our club. If no space is available or your child is not registered with our After School Club, then a child will be asked to remain on the bench by the office until they are collected. If they are not collected by 5pm and contact can still not be made with you, then school staff will phone Children’s Services to assist with the care of your child. 
What if I need to collect my child early?

Pupils leaving early must be collected at the school office and signed out on the register by the office staff. If prior consent for leaving early has not been given, the school may ask for additional information.

Playtimes
We have a morning play and lunch time play for all children. Foundation Phase children play outside on our top yard at the back of the school and Key Stage 2 children make use of the lower playground, found near Theatre Powys. During playtimes, all children can play with school playground equipment, run around and let off steam or sit in the quiet areas provided talking with friends or drawing. For break time snacks, please see page 22.
We ask that children do not bring in toys from home to school, as children often get upset if special toys are lost or left at school. There can also be problems if all of the children have identical toys! However, we do understand that sometimes a younger child might need a special toy to help them settle in and this can be accommodated – please discuss this with the class teacher. There will be special occasions when children can bring in a toy and parents/carers will be notified of this.

Breakfast Club

We have a popular and thriving breakfast club which begins at 8am until 8.50am. A variety of games and activities are laid out for the children to enjoy and they will be provided with breakfast if they arrive before 8.45am. Breakfast consists of cereal or toast, with a cup of fruit juice. Breakfast club is no longer free of charge. We charge:
· £5 per week per child if paid half termly in advance e.g. 6 week term = £30

· £6 per week per child if paid weekly

· £2 per day per child if paying per day


Lunch

During morning registration a dinner register is taken and all children have the option of ordering a school meal. This is served in the hall during their lunch hour. Further information about lunch at school can be found in the section titled ‘School dinners’.

After School Club

After School club is held in our Early Years English playgroup room from 3.30-5.30pm every day. A registration form needs to be completed by parents / carers wishing their children to attend this club. These forms can be obtained from the staff who lead the club. 

Children are offered a snack when they arrive and take part in a variety of games and activities as they wish. There is a charge and this varies depending on the amount of time you wish your child to be in the club. 

3.30- 4.30pm -
£4

If your Child comes to club after another 
3.30- 5.00pm
 -
£5

activity the charge will also be £4.
3.30- 5.30pm -
£6

Assemblies

During each week, we have whole school assemblies (value focussed), Collective Worship, Welsh 1st language assembly, Welsh 2nd language assembly, class reflection & prayers and praise assembly to end each week. 
For further information about our school assemblies, please see page 44.

The school year

These events may change from year to year:
	September
	New school year begins 

Netball league starts

	October


	Individual pupil photos 

Llandrindod Wells Eisteddfod

Harvest Festival
Urdd football
Parents Evening

Half term

	November


	Bonfire Night

Children in Need charity fundraising
Urdd swimming gala

	December


	Christmas concert or Carol Service in school

Welsh Stream Carol Services

Christmas Parties

Christmas dinner
Christmas Fair

Christmas Theatre visit
Christmas Holiday

	January
	Young Voices

	February
	Half term

	March


	Urdd Eisteddfod

St David’s Day coffee morning celebration
World Book Day - dress up
Red nose day charity fundraising
Easter Bingo
Assessment fortnight (Sprint term)

	April
	Easter holidays

	May
	Welsh Government National Tests (Y2-Y6)
Half term

	June


	Sports Day
Ysgol Trefonnen Eisteddfod 
Assessment for Y1: Reading, Spelling and Mathematics
Assessment for Y2-Y6: Spelling

	July


	End of year reports out to parents
Transition events

Summer Fair
Induction Week- Year 6

Cathedral Service in Brecon –Year 6

Cycling Proficiency (Summer or Autumn term – depending on trainer availability)
Break up for Summer

	August
	Summer Holidays


Class trips & residential trips (for older children) are arranged during the year but their timing changes from year to year.

Admissions, attendance and term time holidays
Admissions

A child is required to attend school full-time from the beginning of the term following the fifth birthday. From the commencement of the Autumn Term, September 2018 in Powys a child may be admitted to school, at the parents/carers request, on either a full-time or part-time basis at the beginning of the Autumn Term following the fourth birthday – there will be only one intake each academic year.

•
Pupils born between 1 September 2013 and 31 August 2014 can commence school September 2018 

•
Pupils born between 1 September 2014 and 31 August 2015 can commence school September 2019 

•
Pupils born between 1 September 2015 and 31 August 2016 can commence school September 2020 

•
Pupils born between 1 September 2016 and 31 August 2017 can commence school September 2021 

If a child attends a maintained or non-maintained pre-school provision linked to a primary school and a parent/carer wishes their  child to attend that school, they will still be required to apply for a place in the Reception Class in the main school when your child is due to commence full time education in September 2018.

Having a place at a maintained or non-maintained pre-school provision based at a school does not guarantee a place in the school at age 4 and the Authority’s criteria for school admissions will apply if the demand for Reception Year Group places exceeds the number of places available.

An On-line application for a place in a Reception Class at a Primary School can be made by visiting the Powys website, www.powys.gov.uk - Schools & Students – Apply for a school place.  An application made this way will reach the Admissions Team much quicker and parents/carers will receive an e-mail by 9.00 am on the morning of Wednesday 18 April, 2018 (National Offer Date) informing them if their child has gained a place in their first preference school.

Criteria for Admission to a School

Where schools are over-subscribed it is a requirement of the School Standards & Framework Act, 1998 that criteria are published, which are then used to determine admissions. Pupils with a statement of special education needs, which names a specific school which the child should attend because their needs can be best met by that particular school and its facilities will be automatically, allocated a place.

 The L.A has adopted, in order of priority, the following criteria:

a.
Looked after children or previously looked after children. (Evidence of a previously looked after child will be required to accompany the application form). 

b.
The presence of an elder sibling* residing at the same household, with the household being within the catchment area of the school, when the pupil commences at the school. 

c.
The location of the home if it is within the current catchment area of the school. 

d.
Any special medical and social needs relating to the individual child where attendance at particular school is essential. (Evidence will be required to accompany the application form). 

e.
The presence of an elder sibling residing at the same household, with the household being outside the catchment area of the school, when the pupil commences at the school. 

f.
The location of the home in relation to the school and alternative schools if it is outside the current catchment area of the school 

 (*Sibling includes half-siblings, step-siblings, adopted and looked after, or previously looked after children living in the same household).

Within each criterion, places will be allocated on the basis of the safest, shortest, practicable walking route to the school, in strict order of distance, up to the number of places available, the highest priority being given to the pupil living closest to the school. The distance will be measured from the closest access point on the public highway to the pupil’s * ordinary place of residence which is nearest to the school and measured to the nearest school gate. The LA uses the Map Info Geographical Information System to measure all distances.

 * ordinary place of residence is the residence of the parent/carer who receives the Child Benefit for the pupil. (This is also the case where a child lives with parent/carers with shared responsibility for part of a week).

The Local Authority supports the principle of meeting parental preference wherever and whenever possible. However, it must be recognised that it may not be possible to comply with parental preference if a school, in admitting a child, will be in breach of the requirement to comply with the statutory duty in respect of infant class sizes. 

If a child does not gain a place in their first preference school, they will be allocated a place, if possible, in their second preference school.  If it is not possible to offer a place in either the first or second preference school, or if a second preference has not been indicated on the form, the Authority will allocate the child a place at an alternative school, as near to the home address a possible.  
Parents/carers have a right of appeal against the Authority’s decision not to allocate their child a place in their first or second preference school, and details of how to do this is outlined in the Authority’s letter, which will, hopefully, arrive on offer date.

Parents/carers who wish to transfer their child to an alternative school at any time, for reasons other than a change of residence, should, in the first instance, discuss the matter with the Headteacher of the child’s current school to discuss their reasons for requesting a change of school.  If, after discussions have taken place, it is still the wish of the parent to transfer their child to an alternative school, an In Year School Admission Request form should be completed.  The form is available to download on the ‘apply for a school place’ page on the Powys website, or from the Admissions and Transport Team admissionsandtransport@powys.gov.uk 01597 826477.  There is a section on this form to be completed by the child’s current or previous school.  When the form has been completed by the parent/carer and school it should be returned to the Admissions and Transport Team.  Unless there is a change to the child’s home address, transfers normally take place at the beginning of terms and half terms.

Transition to secondary school

At Ysgol Trefonnen we are passionate about providing all of our pupils with the best start in their education, from the moment they join us to the point at which they leave to continue their journey. As part of our commitment to them, our aim is to make their transition from Ysgol Trefonnen to their chosen secondary school as smooth as is possible. We fully understand that the transition process can be naturally daunting for some and therefore we are careful to provide a structured, supportive program involving close liaison with the secondary schools to which our young people are moving. A recent survey of our Year 6 leavers revealed that the pupils unanimously felt that this school had fully supported and prepared them for their transition and that they were able to meet the coming challenges with confidence. 

Attendance

Coming to school every day is important for your child’s educational and social development. While we appreciate that from time to time children are too unwell to attend school, we would encourage you to ensure your child comes to school, on time. Each week we give an Attendance Award to the class with the highest attendance. Children with 100%, 99% and 98% attendance over a term receive a certificate in an end of term assembly. We also recognise good attendance by placing your child’s name on our Attendance Tree if they are in school every day for a whole term. Golden leaves are given to those children who achieve 100% over the whole year; this is a great achievement. The children love to see their name on the tree and are often seen actively looking for it. We are however concerned if a child’s attendance drops below 90%. When this happens, the school and our Educational Welfare Officer will work with us and a family in order to address the attendance concern. Our attendance figures are reported annually in the Governors Report to Parents/Carers. Please remember that children should stay away from school for 48 hours after the LAST episode of sickness or diarrhoea. This helps to stop the spread of such illness to other children across the school.
Requests for leave of absence during term time
Taking a holiday during the term means that children miss important school time. It will be difficult for them to catch up on work they have missed and in a busy school day, it is difficult for schools to find the extra time to help a child catch up. Missing out on the social side of school life can also impact on pupils’ wellbeing. Educational research links pupil attainment with attendance. 90% attendance at school equates to ½ day a week missed. This would be 4 whole weeks missed over the school year. The Headteacher will not authorise/agree for holidays to be taken during our National Test period in May. 
The Headteacher has the discretion to grant up to ten days authorised absence for family Leave of Absences in a school year. Decisions on whether or not to authorise a leave of absence will be made through consideration of the following points:

· when the Leave of Absence is planned for

· the pupil’s current attendance level - up until Autumn half term, we will use the % figure from the previous year
· how close the leave of absence is to National Tests, external assessments or other examination
· the amount of Leave of Absence already taken within the current academic year
· the length of the Leave of Absence requested
· any special mitigating circumstances.

If a circumstance is agreed to be ‘exceptional’, the Headteacher will authorise the absence. The Local Education Authority does check school registers and monitor pupil’s attendance for term-time holidays and absenteeism. 
A holiday form must be completed by a parents/carers who take their child on a term time holiday – these are issued by our office staff; completed forms are viewed by the Educational Welfare Officer.

FOOD AND DRINK IN SCHOOL
Break time snack

Children are encouraged to bring a fruit snack to school for morning break or they can buy one from outside Dosbarth Beddgelert at a cost of 20p per item. We ask that you only provide your child with a healthy fruit snack. On the advice of our school dentist, cereal bars are not to be brought into school. 
Drinking bottles

Children should bring a bottle of water to school from home each day; this will give them access to drinking water at all times. Children should not have access to squash throughout the day – they can drink this at lunchtimes as part of their packed lunch but the school dentist advises that children do not have continuous access to such liquid. Foundation Phase children (up to Year 3) have milk on a daily basis, provided at no additional cost.

Lunch

There are two lunchtime options - children either bring a packed lunch or they have school dinners. We ask that lunch boxes do not contain nuts or nut products such as peanut butter due to the serious allergies shown by some of our children. 
School dinner menus are available at www.schoolmeals.powys.gov.uk - this is reviewed twice yearly to provide variation. A copy of the menu can also be collected from the office if needed. Dinners currently cost £2.25 per day. Dinners are paid for using the Parent Pay cashless system – please contact Powys catering on 01597 827500, or cashless.catering@powys.gov.uk for assistance with this process. Special dietary requirements, for example vegetarian meals, are available with one weeks’ notice to either the office or the class teacher.  
Money
Any cheque payments given to school should be made payable to ​​​​​​Ysgol Trefonnen. Cash payments for trips etc. should be given to the class teacher or the school office. All payments should be given in an envelope on which you should note the name of your child, their class and what the payment is for.
SCHOOL WEAR
Uniform

Uniform can be ordered from the school office or direct from Performance Clothing. Please ensure that all uniform is labelled with your child’s name.
We sell second-hand uniform at the cost of £1 per item. Please ask in the office about our second hand uniform. Donations of uniform are always appreciated in order for us to keep our second-hand stock replenished. We ask that children are sent to school in appropriate clothing at all times of the year. Canvas shoes in December have proven to be an unsuitable choice!


Spare clothes

We have a small supply of spare clothes in school for those times when children might have an ‘accident’. We ask you to wash and return any borrowed clothes  as soon as possible or to supply your own child with named spare clothing as  appropriate (this can be stored in a bag  kept on your child’s cloakroom peg.)

PE and swim wear
Details regarding the clothes required 
for PE and swimming can be found on 
page 34.
Lost property

Lost property clothing is put into a large blue box located near the Foundation Phase cloakroom. Nearly all items currently found in this box are unnamed. 

Each half term and at the end of term, school staff wash all clothing placed in the lost property box. Items of school uniform are then placed on our ‘for sale’ rack; non-school uniform items are sent to the ‘Bags 4 School’ scheme.  

COMMUNICATION
Parent / Carer Evenings

We hold two Parent / Carer Consultation Evenings per year: one in the Autumn Term and one in the Spring Term. These meetings give parents and carers time to discuss the progress of their child, one to one with the class teacher. They also help build relationships between the school and the home and this helps underpin the child’s learning and development. These evenings are arranged by appointment, however if you are unable to make that evening other arrangements can be made in discussion with the class teacher.

School magazine 

Trefonnen Treasures is our school magazine. It is published once a year by a team of children who research articles, write stories and poems, produce crosswords, word searches and Sudoku’s, and interview teachers, governors and other interesting people. It is a fantastic magazine and is free to all families of the school. The magazine sells advertising space to local businesses to cover its costs.


The front cover from our 6th Edition…
Topic sharing opportunities 
As well as Parent and Carer Consultation Evenings, we also hold school topic sharing sessions.  These offer parents and carers the chance to look at class activities and speak with children who may well be dressed up in ‘roll’. Unlike a Consultation Evening where the focus is on your own child’s development, these sessions are an opportunity to see the work of the whole phase, either Foundation or Key Stage 2.  

School texts, emails and website
At the start of each year you will be asked to complete a form to opt in or out of our school text & email service. We will then send home regular brief texts and emails, and also update the website and school facebook page. Our messages contain up-to-date information about what has been going on in school, for example: charity events that have happened, celebrating any awards given to children for their achievements or attendance, reminders, updates on clubs and after school events like swimming galas and orienteering competitions, staff changes and so on.

Notice board

The notice board by the main entrance has lots of information about current and forthcoming events in the school. It also contains information about community groups that use the community aspect of the school, for example, Brownies. The notice board also has information and posters about events happening in Llandrindod-Wells. If you have an item of information which you feel should be placed on this notice board, please contact our Community Manager, Mr Ryan Coleman. 
Communication with the Governors

The governors are really involved with school life. They have a section on the website, produce a newsletter twice per year for parents and pupils and provide a comprehensive annual report to parents in the autumn term. The governors are regularly in school and work with the pupils through our school council, eco-council & Criw Cymraeg; these pupil voice groups also attend a governing body meeting each year. The governors do not hold a meeting to present the annual report but if parents wish for the governor to hold an open meeting they can petition for one by writing to the governors through the school office. 

The school’s Governors welcome comments from parents and carers about any aspect of our Community School. There is opportunity to do this through the annual parental survey. However, if you have a specific complaint about an aspect of the school or your child’s progress at school, we have a complaints procedure. In the first instance you should speak to the member of staff to try to resolve this issue but failing that you should address your complaint to the Headteacher, Mrs Stuart-Lyon or our complaints officer Mrs Joanna Harries.
Reading Record

When your child is ready, they will be given a reading book and a reading record. In the Welsh stream, children are given Welsh reading books first and introduced to English reading books during Year 2. The reading record is a small book in which anybody who listens to the child read can record which pages were read – noting areas that needed encouragement or any reading that was done really well!  It does not have to be just a record of reading from school books but any reading your child does.  Reading records are also used during the school day by staff.  The reading record is a useful link between home and school and we encourage parents / carers to read with their children regularly. Reading bags currently cost £6.50 and can be purchased from the school office. 
Emergency Closure Procedure 

If for any reason the school needs to be closed as a result of bad weather or equipment breakdown the announcement will be made on the Powys website (www.powys.gov.uk), under ‘Current Alerts - school closures’. This listing will be made as soon as possible so that you can make any necessary childcare arrangements. If the school needs to close during the school day owing to bad weather or equipment failure, then we will contact you via the telephone, text and email services – we ask that you refrain from phoning the school office, in doing so, we are unable to ring out! 
Please ensure we have your current contact details at all times.

HEALTH
School nurse

School nurses have a limited role in primary schools these days. Their main role is to collect basic developmental information for all children in Reception regarding their height, weight, hearing and sight. They are also involved in giving advice about sex education to children in Year 6.
Head lice

The school recognises that head lice are very frustrating for children, families and staff alike. Head lice are common in schools, and your child is likely to be exposed to them at some point. However, we are no longer permitted to check children’s hair and remove head lice, nor are we able to send home letters informing parents / carers regarding occurrences of head lice within your child’s class. Information about how to treat head lice is available from your local pharmacy or from the school nurse. Our school nurse attends open evenings, during which she is able to provide you with treatment advice, including the need to treat the whole family if live lice are found. Head lice information booklets are available from the school office.
Illness and absence

We know that children very often want to come to school even if they are not really well enough to cope with the demands of the school day. Please ensure your child stays at home for two complete days (48 hours) following their last occurrence of vomiting and diarrhoea. If your child has been prescribed antibiotics, it means they have an infection and need time at home for the medication to take effect. Please phone the school if your child is not coming in to explain their absence. 

Emergencies

Please ensure that the school secretary has a number where a parent /carer or nominated person can be contacted during the day. If you have given a mobile number then please make sure the phone is switched on. It is very distressing for your child if we are unable to contact anyone in cases of sickness or injury.

First aid 
If a child is hurt during the school day they will receive First Aid. Ice packs can be applied or plasters used. Please let the school know if your child is allergic to plasters. A note will be sent home for any head injury and a member of staff will try to talk to you at the end of the day to discuss any injuries if required.  Anyone caring for your child, including teachers and other school staff, is expected to act like any reasonably responsible parent to ensure that children are safe. In exceptional circumstances this might mean giving medicines or contacting emergency services. 
First Aid trained staff are on hand to offer advice when dealing with an injury. Staff will contact you if necessary. Minor incidents can usually be handled without the need to contact you. Significant incidents are reported in the Accident Book, which is kept in the school office.

Children taken ill at school

Children taken ill during the day will be accompanied to the school office so that parents / carers can be contacted. Someone will stay with your child and care for them until they are collected. Your child may be taken to the Doctor’s Surgery or Hospital if staff decide that medical advice is needed without delay.

Asthmatic children

A child with asthma may have an inhaler at school. Information regarding its use should be given to the school in writing. Let us know if your child needs to use the inhaler before PE - staff will try to ensure that children use inhalers prior to PE if necessary. For children in the Foundation Phase inhalers are kept by staff in an easily accessible place. Older children can carry their inhaler with them. You need to make sure that your child is confident using their inhaler on their own if they need to. The inhaler must be clearly labelled with the child’s name. It is your responsibility to ensure and check that the inhalers are in-date. The names of all children with asthma are given to the school nurse – care plans for asthmatic children are put in place by the school nurse. Inhalers are taken on school trips. A ‘Form F’ should be completed by all parents and carers for children with asthma prior to them completing school swimming sessions. This form is available from the school office. 
Medicines in school

Medicines should only be taken to school if essential. The school will give non-prescription liquid drugs such as paracetamol, ibuprofen or anti-allergy medicines both in school and on trips, so long as a consent form has been completed by a child’s parent / carer. This form can be signed at the school office.  
If your child needs to have medicine during the day, you will have to give this to the staff in the school office in its original container with clear information about how to give it. The school does not have to agree to take responsibility for giving your child medicine. All medicines will be kept in the school office or staff room fridge, depending on the advice given on their label. Medicine will only be given by office staff, not classroom staff. The school cannot take responsibility for reminding children to have their medicines. If you are not sure that your child will remember then it might be best to keep them at home. If your child is having a course of antibiotics, it is usually possible to fit in the required dose of medication without the need to take it at school. If your child requires travel sickness medication (tablets or medicine) prior to a school trip, a consent form must be signed – these are available from the school office. 

Children needing medicines for long-term medical conditions may need to have a healthcare plan drawn up between their health professionals, the family and the school.  Once a year, we will ask you to check that the medical information we hold about your child is up to date. However, if anything changes then it is better to let the school know immediately. 
Healthy School

As a ‘Healthy School’, we encourage our children to follow a healthy lifestyle and provide many opportunities for exercise. We promote healthy eating and encourage parents and carers to provide healthy, balanced packed lunches. We are also aware of the need for a healthy mind and ensure there are opportunities for discussion of any worrying issues through circle time activities. 

We have a proactive school and eco council, a Criw Cymraeg, an e-Safety group, a buddy system and junior road safety officers. 
The older members of the ‘groups’ are elected by their peers while younger members are chosen by the school staff. The chairperson, vice chair and secretaries, of our groups are chosen by the group members at the first meeting of the year. All groups meet regularly and are very involved in the life and decision making within the school and its surrounding environment. 

The buddy system consists of Year 5 and 6 children who receive training as peer supporters. They are taught the skills of working as mediators in small squabbles, helping children in the yard who are lonely or unhappy as well as helping staff on duty with any hurt or injured children. The buddies become very helpful and responsible when they wear the characteristic ‘buddy caps’.

The junior road safety officers consist of 6 children - three Year 5’s and three Year 6’s. They serve a two-year term of office so that there is always a set of the children who know the requirements of the post. This group are supported by the road safety officer from Powys County Council and their task is to raise awareness of the necessity for road safety and keeping themselves safe through assemblies, displays and competitions.


SAFETY
Sun safety 

We advise children and staff to stay out of the sun as much as possible. We ask everyone to cover up with suitable clothing, wear a sun hat and use a high factor sun block on any exposed skin, particularly the ears, neck and face. Sunscreen should be applied by parents and carers at the beginning of the school day - school staff are not permitted to apply sunscreen unless there is a medical condition. Sunscreen should be named clearly and must not be shared between children. Children are encouraged to bring in water (and to drink plenty of it), sunscreen and sun hats on hot days.

Fire Alarm

A fire drill practice takes place termly. Our fire procedures are laid out in a Fire Management Plan.
Child Protection 

The school has a duty to ensure that all parents and carers understand our responsibility to safeguard the well-being of all pupils. The school has a Child Protection policy and this follows the ‘All Wales Child Protection Procedures 2008’ which requires all concerns, incidents and/or disclosures to be recorded and handed in a written format to a named person with the responsibility for Child Protection (Mrs Stuart-Lyon). She will consider these concerns, incidents and/or disclosures. If a child alleges abuse, the school will make a referral to Social Services without having to communicate with parents or carers first. In some cases, the written record may indicate that a referral is not necessary, however the school would continue to be vigilant and monitor a child’s behaviour. The school policy for Child Protection is available from the school office and online. 

E-safety
At Ysgol Trefonnen, we recognise the need to educate pupils about the benefits and risks of using technology and provide safeguards and awareness for them so as to enable them to control their online experiences. We display posters around the school to remind children of our internet rules and to be SMART about sharing information over the internet. Pupils are regularly reminded about the importance of keeping safe in school and at home when using the internet. 
Parents/carers are asked to sign a form on school entry and each year giving consent for their child to use the internet and other technologies whilst at school and a partnership approach is encouraged with the growing issue of e-safety. 

Parking
Parents and carers are asked to park in the large car park at the front of the school when dropping off their child or attending a meeting on the premises. A ‘drop off/pick up’ zone is also available but cars should not park in these for longer than 5 minutes at a time. We also have disabled parking facilities for blue badge holders. We ask people not to park here unless they hold a blue badge. Although we have a number of parking spaces, we do not have one for each family attending Ysgol Trefonnen! We ask people not to park their cars on the pavement should the official spaces be full as this causes a safety issue for the children leaving school. Instead, we ask parents and carers to park on the nearby estate if our school facilities are full. This is especially important on a Wednesday morning as the swimming bus uses the ‘drop off/pick up’ bay to collect the children who are going to the pool – cars parked in this area for prolonged periods have made it very difficult for the swimming bus to collect and drop off children safely from the front of the building.
Site security

We strive to maintain a secure and safe environment for all children and adults in school - parents/carers need to be confident that procedures are in place to provide this environment. Both children and staff should feel that their working environment is a safe place in which to work but it is important that visitors continue to feel welcomed. Our ‘Site Security’ policy is available from the school office – this details our provision for site access, general building security and movement around the school. Health and Safety arrangements are the subject of a separate policy document, also available from the school office. 

CURRICULUM
Trefonnen Early Years

This English pre-school group runs from 1.00pm to 3.30pm, Monday to Friday. This is open for 3 year olds; children are eligible for funding which covers the cost of 12.5 hours of education a week. Following their time spent in the Early Years setting, children transfer into the English stream classroom which accommodates Reception pupils.

Cylch Meithrin Llandrindod

Cylch Meithrin Llandrindod is the Welsh language pre-school group based at Ysgol Trefonnen. It runs from 9am to 11.30am every day, offering early years care and education through the medium of Welsh to children between the ages of 3 and 5, whether or not they come from a Welsh speaking home. If your child attends the Cylch, they will be immersed in the Welsh language - you will be amazed at how quickly they pick up this language. Following their time spent in the Cylch, parents may choose to educate their child through the Welsh stream at Ysgol Trefonnen. 

Flying Start

Both the Trefonnen Early Years and Cylch Meithrin offer a Flying Start provision. This provision aims to support families living within our postcode to give their children the best possible start in life. Eligibility is determined by the Health Visitor and not the setting staff; children can start the term after their second birthday and continue to attend until the term in which they turn 3. The Flying Start settings are free of charge and both provide lots of opportunities for children to explore, discover and be curious about their world. The Trefonnen Early Years Flying Start happens each day from 9apm to 11.30am; the Cylch Flying Start runs from 12.30 to until 3pm every day. 

Ti a Fi and Parent and toddler
There are two additional groups operating within the school building once a week for parents and carers who would like to come and play with their child and chat to other adults. All groups are welcoming and provide much fun for you and your young ones. The parent and baby group happens every Tuesday from 1pm to 3pm; the Ti a Fi happens on a Wednesday from 1.45 to 3.30pm.

Foundation Phase
The Foundation Phase is for children aged 4 to 7 years - in our school, the Foundation Phase covers Dosbarth Harlech and Dosbarth Y Bala (English Stream classes where Welsh is taught as a second language) and Dosbarth Llyn y Fan and Dosbarth Cantre’r Gwaelod (Welsh Stream classes where all learning is completed through the medium of Welsh). Children enter the Foundation Phase at the beginning of the Autumn Term following their fourth birthday.
The areas of learning are the same as in the pre-school settings, with the addition of Religious Knowledge and Welsh as a second language in our English stream classes. The learning is skill based and supported through imaginative play, following the guidelines from the Welsh Government.

Key Stage 2

Key Stage 2 covers Year 3 to Year 6, incorporating Dosbarth Treweryn (Welsh Stream), Dosbarth Y Bala, Dosbarth Cilmeri and Dosbarth Beddgelert (English Stream). The Welsh Stream classes continue to learn through the medium of Welsh, though English lessons are included at this stage. In the English Stream, Welsh continues to be taught as a second language.

Again the guidelines set out by the Welsh Government are followed.  Compulsory National Curriculum subjects include:
Mathematics
English
Science

Welsh as a second language (English Stream classes)

Welsh as a first language (Welsh Stream classes)
Design and Technology

Information and Communication Technology

History

Geography

Art and Design

Music

Physical Education (including swimming).
The school has a legal duty to teach Religious Education (RE). However, parents/carers do have the right to request their child ‘opts out’ of RE lessons and collective worship assemblies. Anyone having concerns about the religious component of the school's teaching and assemblies can discuss these with the Headteacher. 
We also teach Personal, Social and Health education (PSHE) throughout the whole school as well as Education for Sustainable Development and Global Citizenship. (ESDGC). 
P.E

P.E. is an integral part of the curriculum and is delivered at least once a week in each class. It is vital that children have the correct kit and we recommend that this is brought to school on a Monday and remains here until Friday. 

Foundation Phase P.E. kit - shorts and t-shirt (daps or pumps may be required as they get older). 

KS2 P.E. kit - shorts, t-shirt and suitable outdoor and indoor shoes. In colder weather, jogging bottoms and a jumper may also be required. 


Long hair must be tied back securely and all jewellery must be removed. Pupils must be able to do this for themselves.
Swimming

As a school, we feel swimming is an important life skill and are proud that we are able to offer this every Wednesday throughout the entire school year to all classes on a rota basis. 
Children are responsible for bringing their own kit, which should consist of a swimming costume/swimming trunks and a towel. Boys swimming trunks must be above the knee in length. If a child wishes to wear goggles, a form must be obtained from the office and signed by the parent or carer. Children are responsible for them and must be able to take them on, off and adjust them as is necessary. 

As with P.E., long hair must be tied back securely and all jewellery must be removed. Pupils must be able to do this for themselves. 

A bus is used to transport us to and from the local swimming pool and a charge of £1.50 is asked from each child each time they go swimming. This should be given to the class teacher each Wednesday morning, or you are able to pay a lump sum into the office at the beginning of each term. 

Foundation Phase – Get Outside

The Foundation Phase teachers ask that all Foundation Phase children (Reception, Y1 and Y2) have a pair of named wellies in school all week. This is to ensure they are all able to participate in their outdoor learning activities and Forest School sessions.  


Assessment

Teachers continually assess children’s levels of understanding and skills in order to plan appropriate activities to be completed. We assess children through:

· observing what children say and do while involved in tasks

· talking to them about their learning and
· marking their work

We record our assessments and report progress to parents and carers once a year in a written format. The school uses a web based computer system (INCERTS) to aid its assessment and reporting procedures. 

We complete formal assessments of children’s learning through completing:

· pupil profiles for those in Reception – these are completed during each child’s first 6 weeks in school

· an analysis of individual pieces of children’s work at fixed times in the year

· yearly Maths tests 

· yearly Reading tests (English and Welsh)

· spelling tests 

· Cognitive Ability Tests in Year 4 – these are used by the school to predict each child’s end of key stage 2 levels

· Year 6 transition projects and
· social, emotional and behaviour profiles for each child who attends the Nurture Group

· National Numeracy and Reading Tests

Each year, our assessment results for Foundation Phase Year 2 pupils and Key Stage 2 Year 6 pupils are published by the Welsh Government. These are reported in the Governors Report to Parents/Carers.
Homework

Our school homework policy gives detailed information about homework - its aims, the range of work given, the role of the parents/carers and the role of the teacher. Please ask the office if you would like a copy. The quantity and range of homework varies throughout the school according to the age of the child, but is always linked to the learning that is happening in the classroom. Homework does not simply mean sitting down with work sent home by a teacher - it includes many other activities that enhance your child’s learning in an enjoyable way, i.e. reading together, learning the words to a song, finding out more about a particular topic, or practising a particular skill. We see homework as an important part of our partnership with parents/carers which helps them to support their children's learning and develop their children’s skills.
Additional Learning Needs

Children have Additional Learning Needs (ALN) if there is a need for additional provision to be made in order for them to achieve their best. Children may have ALN for a range of differing reasons – for example, some children with ALN may have a learning difficulty, some might achieve well beyond the norm expected for their age, some might have been taken into care by the local authority whilst others may have ALN because of prolonged school absence. The Headteacher, Additional Learning Needs co-ordinator (ALNCo), class teachers and Learning Support Assistants discuss children in need of additional support. We put resources, strategies and curriculum adaptations in place to support pupils with ALN. The ALNCo may also seek the advice of the Educational Psychologist, an Educational Officer working for the Local Education Authority, a Speech and Language therapist or another professional outside agency to ensure every child accesses all elements of their school curriculum. The Headteacher is responsible for promoting the educational achievement of Looked After Children.
Each child’s learning progress is monitored, assessed and reviewed. As part of our review process, some children will require an Individual Education Plan where specific targets are outlined and evaluated by all concerned. If there is concern about your child’s progress, you will be informed at an early stage and your support will be actively sought. The school policy for ALN is available from the school office and online. 
Behaviour
Within a school, clear boundaries are essential; these are mostly matters of common sense to ensure the safety of everyone. The emphasis in this school is to praise positive behaviour, attitude and effort and to increase children’s awareness of the need to make a positive contribution to their community. We have a Behaviour Policy which is consistently applied by all adults who work in school and this is available to read on our website.
Working in Partnership with the Police

At Ysgol Trefonnen we work closely with all the emergency services and in particular with the Police Community Support Officers who regularly come into school to talk with the children and attend our events. The PSCOs are well known by all the children and are introduced from an early age to build trust and support our behaviour policy. 

Criminal damage

If a child has caused criminal damage, .i.e. vandalism, to the school and its property, the Headteacher &/or Chair of Governors have the right to refer the matter to the police immediately. The police will then decide their course of action – the school will inform parents/carers that the police have been contacted. 

The school can decide to involve only the Police Community Support Officers in speaking with those involved about their behaviour. The PCSOs will speak with an individual or a group; at all times, a member of school staff will always be present. These joint-working sessions are NOT interviews – they provide an opportunity for professionals to ensure pupils know that their behaviour is of concern and that we treat such matters seriously. 

We will make every effort to inform a parent of this before the conversation happens but there may be a time when a parent cannot be contacted prior to this session, in which case the parent will be informed as soon as possible.

DINA
Across our Foundation Phase, we follow the Incredible Years DINA School Programme. This programme assists children to: 

· to become confident

· to learn to get along with others
· to explore their feelings/emotions in a controlled manner

· to demonstrate solutions for behavioural, social or emotional issues they may face 
· to share resources, including adult time

· to play constructively with each other 
· to share their thoughts aloud

· to enjoy learning and
· to think about themselves and others in a positive manner. 

Wally (a ‘pupil’ who attends DINA School) is a great role model. He helps each child to understand the rules we have in place, in particular our ‘Show me 5’. He also models many solutions for our children which in turn enables them to gain a better understanding. 


Equal opportunities
The school takes account of pupils varied experiences and needs, offers a broad and balanced curriculum and has high expectations of all pupils. We are committed to eliminating unlawful discrimination, harassment and victimisation and other conduct prohibited under the Equality Act 2010. Reasonable steps are taken to ensure that disabled pupils are not placed at any disadvantage compared to non-disabled children. The school is committed to providing an environment that allows disabled pupils full access to all areas of learning or associated services provided for, or offered to, pupils at the school, including educational visits and other off-site activities e.g. swimming. Teachers will modify teaching and learning as appropriate for pupils with disabilities.  
For example, they may give additional time to complete certain activities or modify teaching materials or offer alternative activities where pupils are unable to manipulate tools or equipment. The school policy for Equal Opportunities and the Strategic Equality Plan are available from the school office and will soon be online.
School Rules

As part of the working together agreement we ask all pupils to follow their classroom rules, these are agreed by the teacher and pupils in each class and are specific to that class. The classroom rules are signed by each pupil and a copy sent home at the start of the academic year. In addition, all pupils are required to follow the school rules and we appreciate your support in encouraging your child to do so:

1. Look after our school and everyone in it
2. Listen to other people
3. Follow reasonable instructions at all times
4. Be in school on time, ready to learn with all that you need and
5. Be honest and tell the truth.
Home School / Working Together Agreement 
At Ysgol Trefonnen, we believe that a strong partnership between parents, carers, children and school staff is essential to every child’s well-being and success. You are the most important person in your child’s life and it is from you they learn their values. Research shows that children do best at school when their parents/carers and teachers work positively together. Our Home School Agreement sets out the way in which we can work together. We need you to support us in educating your child and therefore ask you to support this agreement by signing one copy for each of your children. Copies are available from the school office and are returned to class teachers.

Working Together Agreement


Child’s name:




School Rules

CLUBS AND EXTRA CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES
Clubs

We provide a range of clubs for all children in the school. Below is a list of the clubs that are currently offered. We are always looking to extend the range of clubs we offer here at Ysgol Trefonnen and are keen for parents and carers to offer any skills they feel they can pass on to others. Please don’t hesitate to contact us via the school office or your child’s class teacher if you would like to be involved! 

· Young Voices

Years 4-6
 (Autumn term only)

· Craft club/Clwb celf

KS2 

· Sports clubs
· Recorder club

KS2
· Netball


Years 5-6 

· Welsh Club (Eng stream)
KS2 

· Adran yr Onnen 

Welsh stream 
· Coding club


KS2


· Foundation Phase lunchtime club: 

Nov - Dec Christmas Craft (Mrs Motton) 

Jan - Feb Music Club (Miss Jones) 

March - April Keep Fit Club (Mrs James) 

April - May Computer Club (Mrs Cornelius) 


Young Voices

Pupils in years 4, 5 and 6 have the opportunity each year to sing with Young Voices in Birmingham.

Rainbows, Brownies & Guides

Guides are run on our school premises by non-school staff. The groups meet on Thursday evenings at the following times:

· Rainbows 4.30 – 5.30

· Brownies 5.30 – 6.30

· Guides 6.30
– 8.30

Instrument tuition
Instrumental tuition is available in school to pupils from Y3 - Y6. Peripatetic music teachers visit the school on a weekly basis to give lessons during the school day. We can arrange piano, voice, brass and woodwind tuition. If your child is interested in participating in any of these or any other instrument not already noted, then please contact Miss Jones (Dosbarth Llyn y Fan).


Eisteddfod

Children from both the Foundation Phase and KS2 have the opportunity to sing solos and play musical instruments as part of the Llandrindod Wells Eisteddfod every October.  Those children who are members of the URDD also have the opportunity to sing and play musical instruments in local, regional and national competitions.  Trefonnen pupils have made it through to the national level in singing, instrumental playing and swimming.  

In 2013 we held our first school Eisteddfod, every pupil participated and it was a great success. This has now become an annual event.

House Competitions

All pupils are put into one of the four houses:

Pentrosfa
(Red)

Ithon

(Yellow)

Dulais

(Blue)

Aran

(Green)

House points are allocated for individual pupils for attendance and earning certificates at Praise assemble. There are also a number of events during the year in which the pupils compete for house points, these include: Sports Day, School Eisteddfod and other whole house competitions. There is a score board on the main corridor and at the end of the year the winning house receives an award. 

Charging

The school has a Charging Policy. Charges will be made for:

1. board and lodging on residential visits

2. costs associated with individual tuition in the playing of a musical instrument whether in or out of school hours

3. activities which take place wholly or mainly outside school hours (as defined in the Welsh Office Circular 4/89) but which are not required in order to fulfil statutory duties relating to the National Curriculum.
The Welsh Government circular 4/89 details where charges should not be made. On these occasions, voluntary contributions are invited from parents/carers for a general school fund to support such activities. If not enough voluntary contributions are received to make an activity possible, then the activity may be cancelled. 
Charging for residential board and lodging may in certain circumstances be remitted in part or full where the parents/carers are in receipt of Income Support. In such cases, parents/carers should apply in confidence to the Governing Body via the Headteacher.

CHURCH LINKS


Church

Ysgol Trefonnen is a Church in Wales School. As a Church School we seek to promote Christian Values such as trust, forgiveness and thankfulness as well as promote a Christian Ethos. An Act of Collective Worship will take place every day, coming together as a whole school 3 times a week. There is a close connection with Holy Trinity Church and we have a visit from clergy weekly. 

Assemblies
Assemblies are an important time in the life of any School. Within a Church school this is even more important as it is a time for the school to join together in the central act which marks out the position of the school as Christian in character. Different assemblies are held through the school week, including a 'whole school' assembly led by one of the Parish clergy, phase assemblies, stream assemblies or class prayers. Through our assemblies, we develop the values of sharing, honesty and respect amongst others. These are important values and support the ethos our school. Each week, we hold a Praise Assembly during which we celebrate individual, class and school achievements. Parents have the right to request that their child be wholly or partly excused from attendance at the act of collective worship. Alternative arrangements will be made for your child if this is the case. Please come and discuss it with the Headteacher.

GETTING INVOLVED
Friends

There are many ways for parents and carers to get involved here at Ysgol Trefonnen. You can join the Friends of Trefonnen – this is a group of volunteers who raise money to help fund school trips or equipment. There is also the 200 Club, which is another fund raising initiative, taking the form of a monthly lottery style event where a number is a drawn and matched to a name and a prize is given.

Hearing readers

Ysgol Trefonnen encourages any parent and carer who would like to hear readers, to put their name forward. A Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) application form will need to be completed - the office staff can assist you in this process. 
Volunteers

If you feel you have a particular skill set we could use in school, please inform us and we will see if we can put it to use – e.g. gardening, running, cooking skills.  

You may also wish to consider becoming one of the school governors when a position arises. Vacancies are advertised to all parents via the school. 

Family Learning

Ysgol Trefonnen runs a successful Family Learning Programme. This gives the parents/carers of children in C1 & S1 the chance to gain new skills to help their own children learn through fun activities which can then be carried on at home. During the afternoon session adults and children work together on activities. For further information, please contact Mrs Motton or Mr Coleman for further information via the school office.

A FINAL THOUGHT…
If I had my child to raise all over again

I’d build self-esteem first and the house later,

I’d finger paint more and point my finger less,

I’d do less correcting and more connecting,

I’d take my eyes off my watch and watch with my eyes,

I would care to know less and know to care more,

I’d take more hikes and fly more kites.

I’d stop playing seriously and seriously play,

I would run through more fields and gaze at more stars,

I’d do more hugging and less tugging,

I’d see the oak tree in the acorn more often,

I would be firm less and affirm much more,

I’d teach less about the love of power

And more about the power of love.
All Key Stage 2 children go in to school straightaway every morning through this door – this is also their exit at playtimes





Eng Y1/2/3





EngR/Y1





Eng Y3/4/5





Early Years





After school club





Nurture Room





Foundation Phase yard





Children in the FP classes enter via their class doors and take their belongings straight to their cloakroom each morning. 








Welsh R/Y1





C1











Welsh Y2/3





Welsh Y4/5/6





Eng Y5/6





Exit for FP children at playtimes





KS2 yard


and school field


























Boilers





Main Entrance





Community Room





School offices





ICT





Hall





Staff room





Cylch





School kitchen





Car park








Disabled parking  - BLUE badges ONLY





Dogs are NOT allowed onto our school site, with the exception of guide dogs. All other dogs should be kept off our site or remain in your vehicle should you park in the school car park. 





Smoking is NOT allowed anywhere on our school site – we ask you to dispose of cigarettes in bins placed on our site perimeter.








Miss Jones – C1





						Class:





Our school vision: Caring, Inspiring, Achieving Together





This vision, agreed by all, can only be achieved if we work together, Children learn as much from their communities, parents, families, carers and friends as they do at school. This agreement sets out the things that we, as a school, will provide and do to support your child as they learn and grow. We have listed some things that we really need you to do (they don’t cost anything except a small amount of your time) to support your child. We ask you to sign and return this form by …………………………… as a pledge towards our shared commitment to achieving the very best for your child.





Ysgol Trefonnen will:





Provide exciting ways to learn





Encourage good attendance and behaviour





Keep you well informed about your child’s progress





Be welcoming and provide opportunities for you to get involved





We ask you to:





Ensure your child arrives each day for a 9am start





Work together with us to deal with any issues at home or in school





Support and encourage your child in all aspects of their learning





Show a respectful attitude towards this school and its community





We ask your child to:





Follow their classroom rules





Be honest and tell the truth





Be in school, ready to learn with what they need





Make the most of what this school offers











PAGE  
38

