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Introduction. 
 
At St. Joseph’s Catholic Junior School, we believe that feedback and marking is an 
essential part of planning, assessment, teaching and learning. Through careful 
marking we are able to assess what children have learnt, how they have learnt and 
what their strengths and weaknesses are. 
Responding to pupils’ work through constructive comments acknowledges 
achievement, promotes positive attitudes and behaviour and leads to an 
improvement in standards. 
 
Purpose 
 
At St. Joseph’s we believe the purposes of feedback and marking are: 

 To inform planning 

 To provide information for assessment and assess fulfilment of the learning 
objective. 

 To encourage, motivate, support and promote positive attitudes 

 To provide constructive feedback 

 To recognise achievement, presentation and effort 

 To show pupils that we value their work 

 To promote high standards 

 To correct errors and address misunderstandings 

 To assist learning 

 To allow pupils to reflect on their own performance and to set new targets 
when appropriate with their teacher. 
 
 

Key Principles 
 
At St. Joseph’s Junior School marking should: 

 Be constructive, concise, succinct and relevant to the child’s ability. 

 Be related to needs, attainment and ability 

 Be related specifically to learning objectives and personal targets when 
relevant 

 Where possible, be accompanied by verbal comments 

 Follow consistent practice throughout the school 

 Ensure that pupils know how well they are doing and what they need to 
improve to make further progress 

 Provide pupils with opportunities to assess their own work and that of 
others. 
 
 



When to mark 
 

 Feedback can be given during the course of a lesson and written marking 
/acknowledgement, should always be done as soon as possible after the 
completion of the task and always before the next teaching session of that 
subject. 

 
 
 
What to mark 
 

 Teachers will apply their judgment when choosing the detail and focus of the 
marking, depending on the learning objective, their knowledge of the child 
and the child’s personal learning targets. Not all pieces of work can be quality 
marked. Teachers will decide whether work will simply be acknowledged or 
given detailed attention. Acknowledgement should always relate to the 
learning objective e.g. initialling the learning objective. Independent work at 
the end of a genre, area of maths and end of topic assessment in R.E. will be 
marked in more detail. 

 
How to mark 
 

 Where marking has taken place after the task has been completed, the 
teacher will make a positive comment celebrating the children’s 
achievements, and where appropriate, provide a future target using two stars 
and an action. 

 Welsh words/ phrases also to be used to respond to children’s work. These 
can be used in all areas of the curriculum not exclusively for Welsh work.   

 Marking should inform the child of the progress they are making and the 
target they need to work towards. 

 Marking should be done in legible handwriting 

 All marking by teachers will be done in red pen. 

 Stamps used appropriately to help children respond to marking include; 
*Two stars and an action*, *Traffic light* and *Next steps- to improve this 
work you need to ..* 

 
Marking by anyone other than the Class teacher 
 

 Supply teachers and student teachers will mark according to this policy 
and initial the pieces of work they have marked when teaching. 

 Classroom support assistants will initial work if they have worked with 
individuals or group. 

 Self marking and paired marking can be used effectively. If a child writes 
on another child’s work they must comment positively and may include a 
development point using two stars and an action and sign their name. 

 
 



After Marking 
 

 DIRT (Direct Improvement Reflection Time) needs to be given to pupils to 
reflect upon marking to ensure that they benefit from it. Pupils must be given 
time to respond to marking and therefore marking needs to be explicit about 
what the pupil needs to do. 

 Children should be encouraged, where appropriate, to respond to the written 
feedback, either verbally or writing a reply. 

 Corrections should support the child’s learning and it should be remembered 
that too many can overwhelm and demoralise the child. 

 Corrections and responses will be written in green to show which 
corrections/ alterations have been addressed after marking. 

 Concepts that are persistently misunderstood by individual children need to 
be recorded by the teacher on evaluations and explained personally. 

 Where a large proportion of the class have misunderstood a concept, this 
should be planned into the teaching session of the next lesson. 

 
 
 
 
Specific details on Year Groups 
 

 At St. Joseph’s Junior School we accept that written marking of work has to 
be tailored to meet the ability and age of each child and the subject being 
marked. This policy will be used throughout the school but adapted to suit 
each year group as appropriate. 

 
Marking Key ( to be displayed in classrooms and a small copy in the front inside 
cover of Maths and English  books. 
 

             Code 
 

                Explanation 

     
 

Learning objective achieved 

       
 

Verbal feedback given 

 
             SP 

Spelling mistake 

 
         

Incorrect  

 
 

Incorrect use of upper or lower letter 
(Capitals) 

 
       Green Pen 

Children use to edit and correct work 

 
 

VF 



Stamps used to mark; traffic lights for self-assessment, two stars and an action and 
next steps. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                        Marcio 

Meithrin / Derbyn 
 

Da 
Good 

 
Da iawn 

Very good 
 

Bendigedig 
Wonderful 

 
Taclus 

Tidy/neat 
 

Gweddol 
Fair 

 
Gwaith da 
Good work 

 
Gwaith da iawn 
Very good work 

 
Gwaith bendigedig 

Wonderful work 
 

Gwaith taclus 
Neat work 

Blwyddyn 1 / 2 
 

All Meithrin / Derbyn 
phrases.. 

& 
Ffantastig 
Fantastic 

 
Gwaith ffantastig 

Fantastic work 
 

Gwych 
Great 

 
Ardderchog 

Excellent 
 

Gwaith ardderchog 
Excellent work 

 
Ymdrech dda 
Good effort 

 
Dw i’n hapus iawn! 

I’m very happy 
 

Dw i’n hoffi hwn. 
I like this 

 
 Cofia! 

Remember 
(1 person) 

 
 

 

Blwyddyn 3 / 4 
 

All Meithrin / Derbyn and 
Blwyddyn 1 & 2 phrases 

& 
Gwaith cywir 
Correct work 

 
Gwaith arbennig 

Special work 
 

Ymdrech arbennig 
Special effort 

 
Tro nesa… 
Next time 

 
Beth am…? 

What about? 
 

Dal ati ! 
Stick at it/keep it up 

 
Dw i’n hoffi ….yn fawr iawn. 

Very much 
 

Dw i’n hapus iawn gyda dy 
waith. 

I’m very happy with your work 
 

Wyt ti’n gallu…? 
Are you able to..? 

 
 
 

Blwyddyn 5/6 
 

All phrases used by all other 
Year groups 

& 
Gwaith diddorol 
Interesting work 

 
Gwaith doniol 

Funny work 
 

Dw i wedi mwynhau darllen 
y stori / cerdyn post / llythyr 

/ sgwrs 
I have enjoyed reading 

story/postcard/ 
letter/conversation 

 
Siomedig 

Disappointing 
 

Ble mae’r…? 
Where’s ? 

 
Cymer ofal 
Take care 

 
Cymer ofal gyda sillafu 
Take care with spelling 

 
Dw i’n hoffi’r…..yma yn fawr 

iawn. 
I like this here very much. 

 
Tro nesa dw i eisiau gweld.. 

Next  time I would like to 
see.. 

 
 



 


