
 

 

 

  
  

  

 Date: September, 2018 

  
   

 To:   Parents/Carers of all  

 Neath Port Talbot Pupils 

  
  
 
Dear Parent/Carer, 
 

Pupil Attendance 

 

As we start a new school year following the summer break I wish to welcome pupils back and to extend a 

warm welcome to our new pupils and their parents/carers. 

 

I would also wish to take this opportunity of reminding you of the importance that your son/daughter 

attends school regularly in order to make the most of the learning opportunities provided at school.  High 

levels of attendance have a positive impact upon academic and developmental outcomes.  A good 

attendance isn’t just about what happens in school; lateness or absence from school when your child is 

young can limit their future opportunities and set up bad habits for later in life. 

 

The Council views regular attendance at school as a high priority.  It is illegal to keep your child from 

attending school without a good reason for doing so.  The Council recognises that there are occasions when 

a child is unable to attend school such as for periods of illness. However, parents are asked to keep all 

absences to a minimum and that your child returns to school as soon as they are fit to do so.  Generally 

speaking, if your child is well enough to go out with friends or shopping for example, they are well enough 

to be in school, unless there is medical advice to the contrary.   

 

Despite national press coverage last year focusing on a particular case in England, parents have no 

automatic entitlement to remove their children from school during term-time to go on holiday.  A term-time 

holiday each year can equate to two school terms being lost during a child’s time at school. This is 

important teaching and learning time that will never be replaced.  Absence from school as a result of a 

holiday can seriously interrupt a pupil’s learning and disrupt educational progress at school.   

 

The authority understands that parents’ circumstances (financial and work commitments) vary, but 

nonetheless parents have the responsibility to ensure that their child(ren) only miss school if absolutely 

necessary.  Where attendance becomes a concern the Council will consider issuing parents with a fixed 

penalty notice or commence prosecution via Court. 

 

Education is important to your child’s life chances, please ensure that your child takes full advantage of 

their learning opportunities at school. They lose out when they are not there. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 
 

Aled Evans, 

Director of Education, 

Leisure & Lifelong Learning 

 

 

 

Councillor Peter Rees, 

Cabinet Member for 

Education, Skills and Culture 

Education, Leisure & Lifelong Learning    Addysg, Hamdden a Dysgu Gydol Oes 

Civic Centre, Port Talbot, SA13 1PJ    Y Ganolfan Ddinesig, Port Talbot, SA13 1PJ 

 

We welcome correspondence in Welsh and will deal with Welsh and English correspondence to the same standards and timescales. 

Croesewir gohebiaeth yn y Gymraeg a byddwn yn ymdrin â gohebiaeth Gymraeg a Saesneg i’r un safonau ac amserlenni. 


