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Ygol Gynradd Pont Ffranc

Franksbridge Primary School


	


Information for Parents – Spring Term 2020
	Class:
	1
	

	Details about this term’s topics:


	Our topic for the new term is ‘Houses and Homes’ ‘Cartrefi’
In the learning area of ‘Places and People’ we will be talking about where we live and the types of homes we live in. The children will be completing a survey of the home types we live in and a survey of the homes in the school neighbourhood. We will also be researching different home types around the world, the materials used and how the dwellings are adapted to the different climates and environments e.g desert and swamp areas, 
In the area of ‘Time and People’ we are hoping to visit ‘The Judge’s Lodgings’ in Presteigne to observe a Victorian gentleman’s home and make comparison’s with our modern homes. The children will have further opportunities to examine household artefacts from the past and compare aspects of home life in the past and present. 
Science and Technology:

Living things:

We intend to participate again in the National Garden Bird Watch to identify and count the birds that we are encouraging to feed from our bird feeding stations. 
Materials:

We will distinguish between natural and made materials and learn about the properties of building materials used for building houses and homes e.g windows / glass, roof / slate, walls / stone
We will plan and carry out investigations to test which roof material / shape will be best to keep the Three Pigs dry on a very rainy day?
Forces and Movement:

We will investigate pushes and pulls using the digger toys. We will plan an investigation to find out which vehicle will travel the furthest down a slope.

RE & PSD: 
 We are looking forward to our forthcoming visit to The Synagogue in Cardiff to meet the rabbi, view the interesting artefacts and to explore the Synagogue building at first hand which will enhance our understanding of the Jewish faith. 
Music and Creative Movement: 
We will be learning Welsh and English songs based on the homes topic as well as seasonal songs about Winter and Spring. We will be learning songs and acting out the play script of The Three Little Pigs. We will be exploring sounds, rhythm and pitch using both percussion instruments and objects from nature and composing sounds effects to accompany The Three Little Pigs play.

	Days which PE kit will be needed:
	The PE Day will continue to be Wednesday for the  Early Years group where the focus will be ‘Busy Feet’ music and movement themes. The Year 1 and 2 children will have swimming on a Wednesday pm for 5 weeks. Class One have also kindly been offered a weekly general ‘Ball Skills’ session by Hockey Wales coach Paul Rowe which will start this Tuesday afternoon. As always so we can be flexible with PE sessions, we would be grateful if you could ensure your child has their PE kit at school. We will send PE bags home at half term so kit can be checked and washed. Could we again give a gentle reminder to ensure their clothing is clearly labelled? This can help to save us precious time at the busy end of the day and again we thank you for your help. 

	Reading
	Please continue to encourage your child to practise their individual reading daily to ensure they make efficient progress through the reading scheme, develop their fluency and nurture an overall love for reading. During your child’s daily home reading practice, as well as focussing on improving reading accuracy, please encourage your child to discuss aspects of the story, talk about interesting words or phrases, and predict events or explain the plot. 

Also your child can help to further develop their reading ability by practising letter sounds (phonics) to sound-blend words and he / she will need to learn the important common or tricky words listed in their Reading Record or Home-School book. 
Please sign and add a comment about your child’s home reading session to inform us of their progress, interest or difficulties. We find your comments particularly useful, thank you.
The children will continue to choose a library book weekly on a Friday pm (fiction or non-fiction) for you to share, discuss and enjoy together. They will be able to change their library book when the book is returned to school the following week.

	Spellings
Mathematics
	The Year One / Two children will be continuing with the weekly routine of taking home a spelling list (linked with their appropriate stage class phonic activities) with spellings indicated for them to learn for a ‘Spelling Check’ the following Friday. Please could you ensure your child is practising regularly by using the ‘Read, Cover, Spell’ technique in their home spelling books as we have noticed the children’s improved accuracy with the weekly test when this approach is used consistently.

We will be using the ‘Houses and Homes’ theme to consolidate number, counting, calculating and measuring skills at appropriate levels of understanding for all ages within the class. We will be focussing on 2-D & 3- D shape properties by drawing house shapes and building house models with construction kits and recycled materials. We will be continuing practical maths ‘Money’ skills using a role play ‘Camp Site shop’. We will continue to encourage children to practice their money skills to ask and ‘pay’ for their daily milk and water during ‘Amser Llaeth / Milk Time’.

	Topic Request

	To help with our topic we would be grateful if you would kindly allow your child to bring in objects of interest, toys, story books, factual books, photographs about ‘Houses and Homes’.
In our topic planning session the children have requested whether it may be possible to build an outdoor tree-house or platform ‘Den’ in the school ‘wood’. We would be delighted If any parents, grandparents or friends of the school would be willing to share any advice, experience or practical help to make this a possibility.
Diolch Yn Fawr,   Pippa Jones and Nicky Dunne ( FP Staff)



