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Ygol Gynradd Pont Ffranc

Franksbridge Primary School


	


Information for Parents – Spring Term 2018
	Class:
	1
	

	Details about this term’s topics:


	Our topic this term is all about ‘Explorers’ / ‘Archwilwr’
Within the area of Knowledge and Understanding, in the science area of Non-Living Things we will be exploring ‘Changing Materials’, ‘Forces and How Things Move’. 
The class will continue with their learning about Living Things by observing the seasonal changes to animals and plants during Winter and Spring during our ‘Fresh Air Friday’ sessions within the school grounds. 
In Geography we will be exploring ‘Hot and Cold lands’ which will provide opportunities to learn about contrasting countries to Wales, climate change and pollution.

In History, we plan to focus on ‘Time and People’ and research the story of the ‘The Titanic’ and learn about famous explorers such as Scott of the Antarctic.
The well loved tale of the ‘Lars the Little Polar Bear’ by Hans de Beer will be our class story, role -play and drama focus. We will also be listening to and discussing a range of stories from other cultures.
We will continue to practice practical maths ‘Money’ skills using a role play ‘ice-cream’ shop where we hope to make and sell our own ice-cream! 
We will also continue to encourage children to practice their money skills to ask and ‘pay’ for their daily milk and water during ‘Amser Llaeth / Milk Time’.
RE: Our focus this term is Christianity. 

Music: Mrs Hunt will be exploring music and songs from Wales and other cultures with Class One as part of our music sessions
Educational Visits:
 On the 31st January Mrs Hunt has arranged for our class to explore Bettws Church with Vicar Linda as an expert guide.

Possible visit to Llanfaes Dairy Ice-Cream parlour Brecon to observe ice-cream manufacture?
   

	Days which PE kit will be needed:
	The Early Years/Year One / Two children will have their weekly PE session on a Thursday until Half Term but so we can be flexible, and have PE at other times we would prefer the children to keep their PE bag at school if at all possible. We will send PE bags home at half term so kit can be checked and washed. Could we give a gentle reminder to ensure their clothing is clearly labelled? This can help to save us precious time at the busy end of the day and again we thank you for your help. Swimming will commence for Year1 and 2 after half term.

	Reading
	During your child’s daily home reading practice, as well as focussing on improving reading accuracy, also encourage your child to discuss aspects of the story, interesting words or phrases, predict events or to explain the plot.

Also your child can help to further develop their reading ability by practising letter sounds (phonics) to sound blend words and he / she will need to learn the important common or tricky words listed in their Reading Record or Home-School book. 

Please sign and add a comment about your child’s home reading session to inform us of their progress, interest or difficulties.
The children will continue to choose a library book weekly on a Friday pm (fiction or non-fiction) for you to share, discuss and enjoy together. They will be able to change their library book when the book is returned to school the following week.

	Spellings
Times tables

Year 2 Oracy Assessment / Moderation
	The Year One / Two children will be continuing with the weekly routine of taking home a spelling list (linked with their appropriate stage class phonic activities) with spellings indicated for them to learn for a ‘Spelling Check’ the following Friday. I would be grateful if you could help your child to read, copy, then cover and write the spellings to help with their learning of spellings. Please could the spelling book be returned to school each Friday. Many Thanks.
When they are assessed as ready the Year Two Children will join Class Two daily for ‘Rock Star Tables’ to help them to practice and memorise their 2x, 5x and 10x tables. It would be helpful for each child to practice learning their 2x tables at home in readiness.
To prepare the year Two children for their forthcoming oracy assessment (Moderation) I would be grateful if you would kindly help your Year 1 or Year 2 child to choose and prepare a short presentation (talk) about a favourite topic, toy, keepsake, past time or experience. They are welcome to use objects, photos or pictures as props for their talk.

I will send a timetable with info about the various presentation dates shortly.



	‘Fresh Air Fridays’
	To participate happily outdoors in the seasonal Franksbridge weather, the children will need to bring wet weather outdoor clothing including wellies each Friday.


	Topic Request

	We would also be grateful for any stories, fact books or illustrations about ‘Polar Lands’ or ‘Polar Animals’ that you would be willing to share. 
We will make requests (using the School weekly newsletter) for items or help as our class project progresses.
Diolch Yn Fawr,   Pippa Jones and Nicky Dunne ( FP Staff)



