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17th March, 2020 

Dear Parents, 

During this unprecedented time, we will have to make difficult decisions such as whether to remain open, 

partially or fully close the school. 

After receiving the latest advice from our Chief Education Officer this afternoon, where any member of 

staff living with or caring for the Government’s list of vulnerable groups below, who are at increased risk of 

severe illness, would have to follow social-distancing measures. 

Here is the list provided by the Government: 

We are advising those who are at increased risk of severe illness from coronavirus (COVID-19) to be particularly stringent in 
following social distancing measures. 

This group includes those who are: 

 aged 70 or older (regardless of medical conditions) 

 under 70 with an underlying health condition listed below (ie anyone instructed to get a flu jab as an adult each year on 
medical grounds): 

 chronic (long-term) respiratory diseases, such as asthma, chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD), emphysema 
or bronchitis 

 chronic heart disease, such as heart failure 

 chronic kidney disease 

 chronic liver disease, such as hepatitis 

 chronic neurological conditions, such as Parkinson’s disease, motor neurone disease, multiple sclerosis (MS), a learning 
disability or cerebral palsy 

 diabetes 

 problems with your spleen – for example, sickle cell disease or if you have had your spleen removed 

 a weakened immune system as the result of conditions such as HIV and AIDS, or medicines such as steroid 
tablets or chemotherapy 

 being seriously overweight (a body mass index (BMI) of 40 or above) 

 those who are pregnant 

 

The list can be accessed here: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-on-social-distancing-and-for-vulnerable-

people/guidance-on-social-distancing-for-everyone-in-the-uk-and-protecting-older-people-and-vulnerable-adults 

As a result of this, currently, 7 members of staff will be socially distancing themselves and will not be in 

school from tomorrow onwards.  This has impacted on some classes and usual running of the school.  

Regrettably, we have therefore currently made the decision to close the Nursery as this is non-statutory 

provision.  We can just manage to cover Breakfast Club in the morning but this situation may change by the 

end of the day tomorrow.  All other classes will be covered by the remaining staff. 

As you can fully understand, we are endeavouring to reduce disruption to you as much as possible with an 

increasing skeleton staff.  We hope that you will support us in any further decisions such as this as, once 

again, I reiterate that this is an unprecedented situation and we want all families to be safe and healthy. 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/asthma/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/chronic-obstructive-pulmonary-disease-copd/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/bronchitis/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/heart-failure/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/kidney-disease/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/hepatitis/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/parkinsons-disease/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/motor-neurone-disease/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/multiple-sclerosis/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/diabetes/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/sickle-cell-disease/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/hiv-and-aids/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/steroids/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/steroids/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/chemotherapy/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-on-social-distancing-and-for-vulnerable-people/guidance-on-social-distancing-for-everyone-in-the-uk-and-protecting-older-people-and-vulnerable-adults
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-on-social-distancing-and-for-vulnerable-people/guidance-on-social-distancing-for-everyone-in-the-uk-and-protecting-older-people-and-vulnerable-adults
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As staff, we are stringently adhering to the Governments guidelines above, and we therefore make a plea 

to all parents, with any family members suffering from these conditions, including asthma, to socially 

isolate themselves and their children and stay at home. 

Learning packs should be available on our website by the end of the week.  More information to follow. 

Thank you for your cooperation, support and patience.  Please email ysgifo@newport.gov.uk with any 

change of email or mobile phone number.  Please also check Schoop notifications on a regular basis. 

Please all stay safe and healthy and look after yourselves. 

Kind regards, 

 

Bethan Parry-Jones 

Pennaeth / Headteacher 
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