
Beech Class Topic Plan Autumn Term 2019 : Traditions and Celebrations 
Welsh Language Literacy and 

Communication  
Mathematical Development Personal & Social Devel., 

Wellbeing & Cultural 
Diversity 

Physical Develop Knowledge and Understanding of the World Creative Development 

Languages Literacy and Communication  Mathematics and Numeracy Health and Well-bring Humanities Science and Technology Expressive Arts 

Welsh English MFL PHSE SRE PE RE Geog History  Business 
Studies 

Science DT ICT Music Art 

English : Focus on Traditional Tales/Rhymes 
Fiction  

• Write an adapted version of a traditional tale 
(characters, settings, description, 3 parts 
[opening, problem /dilemma, ending / 
Resolution]) 

• Postcard / Letter (layout of letter, full sentences, 
adjectives) 

 
Non-Fiction:  

• Labels, lists or captions – Information (inc 
prepositions, adjectives, simple connectives) 

• Poster – Persuasive / Information (short 
sentences, pictures/diagrams, one main area, 
layout for effect) 

• Diary – Recount (inc past tense, chronology, use 
of adjectives) 

 
Poetry (Both) 

• Traditional Rhymes (rhythm, rhyme, alliteration) 
 
Oracy 

• Pie Corbett Story Telling Techniques 

• Speaker’s Corner 

• Role Play 
 

Phonics & Spellings 

• Read Write Inc 

• Spellings connected to reading development 
(when ready) 

 
Reading 

• Guided Reading: RWInc 

• Individual Readers: Oxford Reading Tree 

• Book Nook: Topic and familiar stories 
 
Writing and Handwriting 

• Dough Disco 

• SODA writing 

• Daily in RWInc, supported by RWI sheets 
 
Welsh 

• Powys Units (Mrs Puddy leading) 
o The Party 
o Christmas 

Maths 

• Number and Place Value: 
o count to and back from 100 in ones;  
o identify & represent two-digit numbers using 

objects/ pictures,  
o to use number lines;  
o count in steps of twos, fives and tens up to 

100;  
o read and write numbers in numerals to 100;  
o find the least and the most when comparing 

numbers;  
o find numbers that are more, less or equal to 

numbers up to 100; 
o find one more and one less than numbers up 

to 100;  
o order numbers up to 100;  
o read and write numbers to twenty in 

numerals and words;  
 

• Addition and Subtraction: 
o derive some number bonds within 20;  
o represent number bonds in different ways; 
o use number bonds in a practical context;  
o read and write mathematical statements 

involving the addition, subtraction and 
equals signs;  

o count back to subtract; 
o compare numbers by counting between 

them;  
o find gaps in addition number sentences;  
o find gaps in subtraction sentences where the 

first number is given;  
o find gaps in number sentences through a 

context;  
o reason about addition and subtraction;  
o solve addition and subtraction problems 

 

• Shape 
o Recognise and name common 2D and 3D 

shapes 
o Make pictures and patterns with 2D shapes.  
o Make models with 3D shapes  
o Recognise 2D and 3D shapes in real life, in 

different orientations and sizes. 
o Use shapes to solve different types of 

problems that involve reasoning and 
problem solving. 

SRE/PSD:  

• Be Friendly, Be Wise,  
o Devising a class charter 
o Getting to know each other 
o Making and sustaining friendships 
o Conflict resolution 
o Anti-bullying  
o Keeping safe at home and outdoors 

• Learning about different celebrations and traditions: 
o Harvest 
o Advent 
o Christmas 
o Bonfire Night 
o Birthdays 
 

PE/PD 
Invasion Games  

• Children will learn different ways of travelling, 
including moving backwards, sidestepping and 
changing direction.  

• They move on to travelling with a ball, passing a ball 
to another player, beginning by practising this skill 
more simply and then applying it to a game situation 
 

Dance  

• Children will work individually, in pairs and in groups 
and develop their understanding of dance 
terminology such as mirroring, improvisation, canon 
and unison.  

• Children will evaluate their own work and provide 
feedback to others.  

RE (Miss Stephens leading) 

• Learning about different 
celebrations and traditions: 
o Weddings 
o Baptism 
o Advent  
o Festivals of Light 

 
History  

• Cradoc Traditions: 

• Christmas in the Past 

• Christmas in Wales 

• Christmas Traditions  
o Christingle 
o Advent ring 
o Stockings 
o Christmas Dinner 

 
Geography  

• learn about distance and how to 
follow directions and routes 

• use and make simple maps, to 
find where places are and how 
places relate to other places  

• begin to recognise differences 
between Wales and different 
parts of the world – food growth 

 

Business Studies/Entrepreneurship 
As a whole school 1 day each term 
the classes decide how they will 
raise money for their class. 

Science 

• Seasonal Changes with a particular 
focus on autumn and winter.  
Children will use a class weather 
station to observe, measure and 
record the weather across the 
seasons. They will observe changes 
by exploring the signs of autumn 
and winter through nature and 
wildlife. Children work scientifically 
by collecting, recording and 
interpreting simple data.  

• Light and Dark: Sources of light, 
dark is the absence of light, 
shadows, sunrise/sunset. 
 

DT  

• Mechanisms.  The children will 
learn about mechanisms, such as 
levers, wheels and sliders.  Children 
design and create their own 
moving pictures based on a 
traditional tale and evaluate their 
finished product. 
 

ICT  

• E-safety – . 

• Logging into and using Hwb with 
support. 

• Keyboard skills 

• Word processing: 
o Changing font size 
o Changing font colour 
o Changing font  
o Saving documents 
o File names 
o Folders 
o Printing 
o Opening new document 

Music 

• Traditional Playground 
Games and Music for 
Celebrations.  The 
children will sing and 
play a selection of 
traditional and 
contemporary singing 
games. They look at their 
characteristics, eg 
structure, tempo, 
rhythm, tunes, words, 
actions. They will learn 
to perform with others.   

 
Art 
Shade and Silhouette 

• The children will learn 
about using colour, 
shade and silhouette in 
the context of the work 
Auguste Edouart and Jan 
Pieńkowski.  

 

Children’s 
requests: 
Ideas that the 
children have 
said they want to 
learn about, (not 
suggested in this 
order)  

• What is a celebration  /  tradition? 

• Why do we have celebrations? 

• Why do we have birthdays? 

• If you have a birthday, what does it do? 

• How do we get older/bigger? 

• Do festivals and celebrations have special 
food?  What?   

• Why do we have cakes on celebrations? 

• Why do we put candles on cakes? 

• Why do we have presents on celebrations?  

• Why do we play games at celebrations?  

• Why do we have party bags at celebrations? 

• Why do we have music at celebrations? 

• Why do we get trophies at celebrations? 

• Why do we sell raffle tickets at celebrations? 

• Why do we have weddings and 
christenings? 

• Why do people go to weddings in 
carriages? 

• Is school good for you?  Why? 

• Why do we go on school trips? 

• Are there any rugby traditions? 

All the celebrations we know: 

• Sports 

• Local shows 

• Flower festivals 

• Holidays 

• Toy day 

• Birthdays 

• New baby celebration 

• Weddings 

• Harvest festival 

• Christmas 

• New Year’s day 

• Pancake day 

• Mother’s/Father’s day 

• Easter 

• Saints days: David, Valentine, 
Patrick, George, Andrew 

 


