
Key Information for Beech Class : Spring 2019 

 

Who is Teaching the Class this Year? 
Beech Class staff this year will be Mrs Judith Morris, Miss Eleri Stephens and Mrs Mandy Salisbury.  We 
are pleased that Mrs Jo Godfrey is covering Mrs Harley’s maternity leave and any supply cover needed 
(when possible).  Providing learning experiences is very much a team effort and regular conversations 
enable staff to share information on class and personal matters.   

 

What is my child learning? 
With this sheet you will receive the class "Topic Web".  At the bottom of the sheet (in orange) is the list 
of things the children have said they want to learn about, and the remainder of the sheet shows what 
the staff have in mind for the term, but this may very well change as the children's interests develop.   

 

When is their PE day 
In Beech Class the children will have 2 PE lessons per week, one on Wednesday afternoon and another 
on Friday.   

 

What about phonics and reading? 
During the first years at school, your child will start to learn to read.  There are several stages to this 
process and, at all stages, the help and support of parents will play a vital role in the child’s progress. 
 
We will be teaching letter sounds (phonics) following the Read, Write, Inc programme.  This is a 
phonetic approach to learning, which focuses heavily on children being able to hear sounds at the 
beginning of words, before moving on to blending those sounds together.  It is extremely important 
that your child learns the sound that is associated with each letter and not its orthodox letter name. 
 
The initial regular “Phonics” sessions teach children to hear, identify and use different sounds in the 
English language.  This includes matching the sounds of spoken English with individual letters or groups 
of letters, for example, the sound k can be spelled as c, k, ck or ch.  Teaching children to blend the 
sounds of letters together helps them decode unfamiliar or unknown words by sounding them out.  For 
example, when a child is taught the sounds for the letters t, p, a and s, they can start to build up the 
words: “tap”, “taps”, “pat”, “pats” and “sat”.  All words that are decodable this way are referred to as 
‘green words’.   
 
When they are ready, children are introduced to words that do not follow the phonic rules, referred to 
as ‘red words’ or ‘grotty graphemes’.  For example, when spoken, the word ‘was’ sounds like it should 
be made of the letters w, o, z.  The children decode the letters w, a, s but this does not give the word 
we know as was.  Unfortunately, the red words just have to be learned by rote! 
 
At this early stage of reading, the children will be given a set of flashcards.  Every time your child reads 
a word immediately, without assistance or sounding out, the word can be ticked.  Once the staff are 
satisfied that your child knows their words, the next set will be given.  Please therefore ensure your 
child’s current words are kept in their plastic wallet, at the back of their reading record book, in their 
book-bags.  Your child will also be reassessed on words previously learnt so it is important to recap 
occasionally too. 
 
Your child will be bringing home a reading book which we encourage you to share.  Initially, the books 
will be picture books only.  Please discuss reading books with your child, when the child ‘pretends’ to 
read the book by turning the pages, looking at the pictures and telling the story.  It is important to 
develop a regular habit of reading at home on a daily basis, sometimes independently and sometimes 
with you and this forms part of your child’s homework.  Please use the reading record provided to make 
comments.   
 
Once your child is confident with sufficient flashcard words, we will send home worded Oxford Reading 
Tree (Biff and Chip) Books, which have been matched to your child’s Read, Write Inc stage of 
development.  Children tend to memorise text, so please ensure that your child points to every word in 
turn as he/she ‘reads’ it.  It is vital at this stage to read each book at least twice and, most importantly, 
to talk about what is happening in the story.  The ability to “comprehend” and interpret the story is 
more important than the ability to read the individual words. 



Time spent sharing books with your child is very valuable.  It will also help if your child is a member of a 
local library and if you encourage regular visits.   
 
As the child develops, reading is taught through shared (whole class), guided (small group) sessions and 
individual reading.  Guided reading is when an adult will hear each of the children read a group text.  
There will be a particular focus eg, comprehension, punctuation, expression, etc depending on the text 
chosen.  We aim to hear each child read individually at least weekly, when progress through the book 
bands can be monitored and books changed if necessary.  Please therefore make sure that your child 
has their bookbags in school every day.   

 

Handwriting and Presentation: 
The main aims in handwriting in Beech Class during this year are for children to form lower case and 
capital letters and later to start to develop a fluent joined handwriting style by making sure that the size 
and proportions of all letters, and the spaces between letters and words are consistent and even.  We 
teach letter formation using the Read, Write Inc scheme, where each letter has a rhyme to remind the 
children how to write it.  For example, the letter ‘a’ has the rhyme, around the apple, down the leaf.  
The rhymes and pictures are at the end of this Key Information sheet.   
 
The correct posture is really important to improve writing, and in Beech Class we use the rhyme: 

1, 2, 3, 4, are my feet flat on the floor? 
5, 6, 7, 8 is my back nice and straight? 
9, 10, 11, 12, is my pencil correctly held? 

 
Some “handwriting” activities do not appear to relate to writing at all!  For example, we use activities 
such as Dough Disco, Squiggle whilst you Wiggle, Write Dance etc to improve the children’s finger, hand 
and arm strength and to develop their co-ordination.   
 
We would also ask you to help your child learn to write their name using a capital for the first letter and 
lower-case letters for the rest.  This prevents confusion and makes sure children do not write their 
whole name in capitals. 

 

Spelling 
The children will start spelling tests when their phonics and reading is sufficiently developed.   The tests 
will be every other Wednesday.  The children may very well receive some words that they have already 
learned to spell.  The main reason for this is to raise their self-esteem and to try to convince them that 
spelling is not difficult and also to reinforce prior learning.  Over time the spellings become increasingly 
difficult! 
We will also sometimes send home games to play with your child to encourage them to learn their 
spellings.  Please make them fun and enjoyable rather than a chore.   
More hints on learning to spell are contained in the whole school booklet. 



 

Number 
Number formation and orientation are an important 
focus for us in Beech Class and again use a rhyme to 
help us.  We encourage you to use it at home too. 
 
During the year we will also learn to count forwards 
and backwards in 1s, 10s and then 2’s and 5’s for 
those children that are ready.  This lays the 
foundations for times tables in later years.  Regular 
practice of addition and subtraction facts of all 
numbers up to 10 and pairs of numbers that total 20 
will help to build up quick recall and confidence.   
 



 

    

    

    



    

    

    

  

  

 

 


