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Cradoc C P School   
 

 

 

    

 

New Parents’ Handbook  
  

Starting school is an important time for you and your child.  This booklet is designed to inform you about 

school procedures and answer any concerns you may have.  

  

If, however, you do have any queries, please do not hesitate to contact me on 01874 622555 or email 

office@cradoc.powys.sch.uk   

  

  

Mrs Judith Morris  

Head teacher  
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Dear Parents  

  

Welcome to Cradoc Primary School.  

  

The nursery and reception years are vitally important in your child’s education.  It provides the foundation 

for the rest of his/her school life.  During this time, your child will continue to follow the Foundation Phase 

curriculum, which focuses on learning through play and practical activities.  

  

We are sure that both you and your child will enjoy your time at Cradoc and will find it rewarding, 

stimulating and productive.  Your child’s physical, emotional, social and spiritual development are of utmost 

importance to us as our vision and aims reflect.  We do our best to ensure that your child has a happy time 

in school - happy children, who know exactly what is expected of them and what they can or cannot do, 

are secure and confident in their learning.    

  

Our School Vision  

To ensure all children have a rich and stimulating school experience, which challenges and inspires them to 

be the best they can be.  

  

Our School Aims  

In order to achieve our vision, we work in partnership with parents and the community:   

• to develop independence, confidence and resilience  

• to become enthusiastic lifelong learners  

• to provide a stimulating, challenging and supportive environment where the children feel valued 

and secure  

• to develop a caring attitude with self-respect and respect for others  

  

In the words of our school motto, we aim to provide   

"Roots To Grow And Wings To Fly  

  

Our School Rules  

To enable pupils to make sense of and achieve our Vision, we use our six golden rules.  These are displayed 

around the school and are referred to regularly.   

  

C C aring for each other, our school and our community  

 R  R especting everyone and everything  

 A  A iming High  

D D iscovering things every day  

 O  O rganising ourselves ready to learn  

 C  C ommunicating by sharing our ideas and worries together  

  

The rules have been written with the children and are designed to ensure that all children are safe and have 

the best opportunity to learn.  The children regularly discuss the rules and are taught that they are 

responsible for their own behaviour.  If they choose to break the rules then they follow a series of sanctions, 

which ensures that all children are treated consistently and fairly.  However, the emphasis is very much on 

promoting and praising good behaviour.  Children are rewarded for good behaviour with stickers, 

certificates and our whole school raffle ticket reward system.    
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Our Curriculum  

In September 2005, schools in Wales embraced the Foundation Phase in Early Years Education.  This is made 

up of seven areas of learning, aimed at ensuring that children acquire the skills and knowledge on which to 

build for their future.  The Foundation Phase is the basis of learning for all children aged 3 – 7 years.  From 

the diagram below, the seven aspects of learning can be seen, at the heart of which is Personal and Social 

Development and Well-Being.  

  

  
THE FOUNDATION PHASE CURRICULUM IN WALES  

  

At Cradoc, activities are planned so that every child has the opportunity to access all the areas of learning.  

Activities take place indoors and out; they are topic based and change each half term.  A parental overview 

and a class newsletter are sent out at the beginning of each term.  These highlight what your child will be 

learning and information about what your child will need for the term ahead.  

 

We are proud to be a Curriculum Pioneer School and are working with selected schools across Wales, and 

the Welsh Government and its’ partners, to write the new National Curriculum.  This help us to be at the 

cutting edge of curriculum reform and ensures our children get the most up to date learning possible. 

  

We are committed to the principles contained in the United Nations Convention on the Rights 

of the Child, and have been awarded Recognition of Commitment to becoming a Rights 

Respecting School by UNICEF.   

 

The following pages are designed to answer many of the questions which are asked each year.  Hopefully, 

they will provide you with some answers.  
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Is there a uniform?  

All children are encouraged to wear school uniform.  This may be ordered at a very reasonable 

cost from the School Secretary.  Please ensure that all items of clothing are labelled 

(including P.E. kit).  Shoes with high heels are not allowed as these pose a safety threat when 

children are running in the playground.  

  

What will my child need for school?  

Your child will need a small bag to hold a PE kit – shorts, T-shirt and daps.  Please ensure all are labelled 

clearly.  Children are encouraged to bring water to drink during the day (in a refillable, labelled drinking 

bottle).  If you wish, you may send in fruit or healthy snack with your child for break time.    

Our school grounds are muddy!  In Winter, we encourage children to wear wellies outside 

and to have slippers for use indoors.  These are normally kept in school.  During the Summer, 

a sun hat and sun cream are needed.  

 

What will happen on my child’s first day at school?  

Children should arrive at school between 9.05 and 9.15.  School starts at 9.15, 

when the whistle is blown and each class lines up in the playground.  The class teacher then 

collects the children and takes them inside.  On the first day, you will be able to take him/her 

to the cloakroom and to the class.  After that, it would be best if you left as soon as possible.  

Your child may be quick to sense your apprehension and may react to this.  Most children 

settle very quickly - it is much easier for them than for you!  However, if your child remains upset we will 

telephone and let you know.  

 

Please ensure you are at school promptly at the end of the day, this will help reassure your child that they 

have not been forgotten!  If you are likely to be late, it may be worth thinking about booking your child into 

Cool Kids after school club (see below).  

  

After the first day, we actively encourage parents to leave their children in the yard so that they can come 

into school with the rest of the children.  

  

What will happen when my child starts school?  I have heard he will be tested.  Is that true?  

During the first six weeks in school, all children are assessed using a Baseline 

Assessment.  However, the children are not aware that they are being assessed – 

simply completing activities and playing games with their teacher.  The assessments 

are designed to find out what your child can do, and to provide a starting point for 

their future development and education.  

  

  

What happens at lunchtimes?  

The children may either order a cooked lunch for £2.25 per day, or bring a packed lunch 

from home.  Please send dinner money in on a Monday in a sealed envelope or purse 

with your child’s name in.  The menu for the week ahead are included on the weekly 

school newsletter and shown on the school website.  All the children eat together in the 

hall and are supervised.  If your child is not eating his/her lunch, for whatever reason, the 

supervisors will inform the class teacher so that you will know.  It is quite rare for children to go home for 

lunch.  
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Is my child allowed to bring toys to school?  

No.  We discourage children from bringing toys as the loss or damage of these is 
distressing.  However, on the last day of term we usually have a “Toy Day” when children 
are allowed to bring one small, non electrical toy to school.  Please label any toys or 
games so that there is no confusion as to whom they belong.   
  

What will happen if my child is ill or if we go on holiday?  

Please do not send your child to school if he/she is unwell.  It is a long day and it can be stressful 
for him/her.  If your child has been sick or had an upset stomach, they should not return to school 

for 48 hours after the problems have ceased, to ensure that your own child is 
recovered and to prevent passing on any illness to other children.   
Whenever your child is away, please phone school on the first morning of 
absence just to let us know.    
 

Children’s health can deteriorate very quickly; be assured that if your child is ill we will 

contact you immediately.  Please ensure that we have an up to date copy of the  

emergency contact form.    

 

We discourage holidays during term time, as it unsettles children and they often find it difficult when they 

return.  However, if you are going away on holiday you need to complete a holiday form, which is available 

from the school office.  

 

What should I do if my child has a problem at school?  

Please inform the school straight away, either by telephone or in person.  It may not be possible to talk to 

the class teacher when you bring your child to school because the teacher is responsible for 

the whole class, but if you ring for an appointment this will be arranged as soon as possible.  

Remember, there are usually two sides to a story, children squabble one day and are the 

best of friends the next, but we try to settle matters quickly.  

 

How will I know how my child is doing at school?  

The school operates an ‘open door’ policy and you may discuss your child’s progress at any 

time (by making an appointment).  In addition to this, there is a parents evening in 

November and another meeting towards the end of the Spring Term.  A written report will 

be sent home in July.  

 

How can I help my child to be ready for school?  

This is a question we get asked time and time again, and so we have set out some ideas which we hope you 

will find useful:  

 

1 Guide your child towards independence:   

 Encourage him/her to dress and undress himself/herself.  

 Make sure your child can put his/her coat on and do it up.  

 Ensure your child can ask to go to the toilet.  

 Encourage your child to clear up after himself/herself and to take care of his/her own things.  
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 Ensure that your child can express his/her own needs.  

  

2 Encouraging pre-reading skills:  

 Share and enjoy books together.  

 Discuss authors and illustrators.  

 Tell the stories from the pictures.  

 Point to the words as you read to reinforce left → right orientation.  

 Encourage your child to join in with familiar phrases eg ‘Fe, fi, fo, fum, I smell the blood of an 

Englishman’.  

 Encourage your child to discuss the characters and events, and make predictions.  

 Encourage your child to be aware of written language all around us eg when you go out shopping, 

point out shop names and signs such as Bus Stop etc.  

 Pick out names on food packets etc. Cornflakes, Rice Krispies.  

  

3 Encouraging writing skills:  

 Encourage your child to write his/her own name using a capital letter at the beginning and lower case 

for the rest of the name.  Please try to say the sounds carefully, eg mmm not mu, ssss not su, as 

children find this easier as they are learning to read.  Help on how to sound the letters can be found 

at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5J2Ddf_0Om8  

 Ensure that your child holds his/her pencil comfortably so that he/she can control it.  

 Ensure that letters are formed correctly – see handwriting information below.  Each letter has a little 

phrase which helps your child remember how to form the letter.    

 Encourage your child to write for a variety of purposes e.g. signing birthday cards, ‘play writing’ 

shopping lists, telephone messages.  

 Let your child see you writing and explain what you are doing.  

  

4 Encouraging number skills:  

 Encourage your child to count whenever possible eg laying a table for tea – 4 knives, 4 forks, 4 spoons 

etc, counting the stairs to bed.  

 Encourage your child to handle coins and pay for his/her own sweets.  

 Cooking together is a wonderful way to encourage your child to learn to measure things for 

himself/herself and to develop mathematical language eg more/less/weigh/balance.  

 Stories also provide a stimulus for developing mathematical language eg 3 Little Pigs, Goldilocks, The 

Very Hungry Caterpillar.  

 Number songs and rhymes also provide a fun way of counting and reciting numbers in sequence.  

  

5 Encouraging Scientific Skills:  

 Give your child plenty of hands-on practical experiences – nature walks, water play, construction kits.  

 Talk to your child to make him/her more aware of the environment and the changes taking place 

during the seasons.  

 Encourage your child’s natural curiosity and explore ways that you can find out more.  

 Encourage your child to ask questions and find ways to answer these.  

  

How can I get to know the other parents? 

Parents are welcome to meet on the school playground before school to chat etc.  We hold a number of 

events during the school year, such as Harvest Festival, Eisteddfod, “Look at our Learning” Sessions etc, 

where parents are invited into school to join in events or see what the children have been doing.  These 

are usually accompanied by refreshments where parents are able to chat.   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5J2Ddf_0Om8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5J2Ddf_0Om8
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We are very lucky to have an active Friends of Cradoc (PTA).  They hold social meetings early each half term, 

usually in a local pub, to enjoy the social occasion and to plan the many FUN, ACTIVE and PROFITABLE 

activities that take place each year, including the Summer Fayre, Cradoc’s Got Talent, Easter Bingo, 

Valentine’s Disco, improving the school grounds etc, often indulging in scrumptious food!  The Friends is 

open to all parents, teachers, governors and friends of the school.  They welcome new members at any 

time.   

 

What happens if I am going to be late?     

A Message from Jan Owen, Manager of Cool Kids @ Cradoc  

Cool Kids @ Cradoc is one of the leading providers of out of 

school childcare in Powys.  It is a charitable organisation, based 

on the school premises, that works closely with the school to provide top quality childcare throughout the 

term and most school holidays.  Our reputation for being a quality service has resulted in a huge increase 

in children attending the holiday provision from other schools.  This not only helps with the sustainability 

of the club but also allows the children to extend and enhance their social world.    

  

We aim to:  

• Address the parents/carers needs in enabling them to return to work knowing that their children are 

receiving the highest possible level of care.  

• Provide the best possible standard of play opportunities and workshops to create a varied and enjoyable 

experience for the children attending.  

• Ensure staff are trained to the recognised standards and are committed to striving for even higher 

standards and qualifications.  

• Have a commitment to monitor, maintain and update policies in line with all of the latest legislation, to 

safeguard the children in our care.  

• Maintain a pricing policy that will ensure we can provide a full and sustainable service.  To help parents 

with payments we have introduced several new voucher payment schemes.  These hopefully, long term, 

will make childcare more affordable for the families using the club  

  

The Breakfast Club runs from 8.00am to 9.05am and proves to be a big help for parents who start work 

early or have long distances to travel.  The children are given a healthy breakfast and drink when they arrive 

followed by free play, organised games and art and craft.  

  

The After School Club runs from 3.30pm to 6.00pm.  At the beginning of each after school session children 

are given a snack consisting of sandwiches, cheese, crackers, fresh fruit, dried fruit and a drink of water, 

milk or sugar free squash.  Drinks are available at all times and for the children attending until 6.00pm we 

offer an additional biscuit and drink at around 5.30pm.   We are always happy to cater for any special 

dietary needs and welcome any suggestions from parents regarding our snacks.  

  

The Holiday Club childcare provision runs for children aged 3-12 years.  Our hours of opening are 8.00 am 

until 6.00 pm and you can book full or half days (8am -1 pm, 1 pm-6 pm).  We provide hot dinners at £2.25 

(please request a menu if needed) or alternatively you can send in a packed lunch - snacks are provided at 

10.30am and again at 3.30pm. Fresh water, sugar free drinks, milk and seasonal fruits are available 

throughout the day.  We plan the activities based on a theme.  Children have the opportunity to try any of 

our planned activities or to choose any craft from our vast library of ideas. Children can also experience lots 

of outdoor fun and games and if the weather is good then we will roll out our famous water slide!!    
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We value the reputation for the high quality of childcare that we provide and therefore we endeavour to 

reappraise our service on a continual basis.  Put yourself at ease and read or download a comprehensive 

list of Coolkids' policies from   www.cradockidsclub.com or alternatively a copy of Cradoc Kids’ club latest 

inspection reports can be accessed from the CSSIW website (CSSIW Registration Number W020000109)  

  

Places are limited to sixteen per day, so to secure your child/ren’s place please book as soon as possible.  

Should you require any further details please contact the club on 07914886648 or email     

coolkidscradoc@gmail.com  

  

 

We hope this information has helped to reassure you and give you plenty of ideas as to how you can help 

your child during the forthcoming months.  More than anything else, have fun and enjoy your time 

together.  This is a very special time for both you and your child.  We very much look forward to meeting 

you again later this term.  

  

We hope that the parent’s handbook has answered any questions that you have.   However, please do look 

at the school website for more information or do please ask a member of staff - 01874622555.  

  

We look forward to meeting you again in the coming weeks.  

  

Judith Morris– Headteacher  

Bethan Price – Class Teacher  

Mandy Salisbury– Classroom Support Assistant  

  

http://www.cradockidsclub.com/
http://www.cradockidsclub.com/


9  

 

 

   

       

       



10  

    

    

 
 

  

       

 


