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Gnoll Primary School  

1st February, 2021 Newsletter 
  

Dear Parent, Carer or Guardian, 

A brief update, just to let you know that the Welsh Government has confirmed schools will remain closed to all but children 

of critical workers and those deemed to be vulnerable until at least after half term, as we expected. After that it is likely 

there'll be a flexible and phased return, with the emphasis on younger children in the first instance. We will always make sure 

you are updated when we are. 

 

Here we are starting February and heading into our fifth week of Remote Learning. I would like to say how pleased I am at 

the pupils’ engagement over the past few weeks. I know how difficult it must be for you as parents and wish to take this 

opportunity to thank you for all that you are doing in supporting your child at this very challenging time. Your home is not 

your child’s classroom and you will have your own commitments and pressures, however, I think that how you have adapted 

incredibly well to the current circumstances and this is credit to you.  

 

Perspective: 

Lots of us are feeling stressed, overwhelmed and under pressure by everything that’s happening right now. This include the 

teaching, preparing and the learning being given to your child/children. We want to give you some perspective on it all. 

This is not home schooling, this is an unprecedented emergency situation impacting on the whole world. We are trying hard 

to support you with phone calls, live lessons and guides to make learning continuous but remember do what you can, you 

are not expected to achieve it all. 

You are, and always have been, your child’s primary educator. Let your children play and value the learning opportunities 

that is in the home every day. 

We are trying to learn a new way of teaching. We had no notice, no preparation time and we are trying our best. We will 

make changes to improve the learning and as frustrating as it is, we will only do what is necessary. 

It is hard to work from home at the same time as helping sometimes multiple aged children to learn. Just do what you can 

and don’t let yourself feel like you are letting everyone down. Control what you can control.   
 

Key worker HUB provision  

The school continues to provide support to the children of vulnerable and key worker families. Attending this provision must 

be the last resort with all other childcare avenues considered and exhausted. We have planned for the school to provide a 

‘provision for learning / childcare’ for key worker families. If you believe that you are eligible and your child will be accessing 

the school’s Learning Hub please complete the questionnaire available through the school website. Also if you no longer 

need the Hub can you inform us as soon as you can as that means that we may not have to bring staff into the school for 

that day, hence ensuring their safety and the safety of others. 

 

Dates for the diary:  

Below are lists of important dates for your diaries.  

 15th – 19th February 2021  - Half Term Week 

 26th March 2021   - Last Day of Spring Term 

 12th April 2021   - First Day of Summer Term 

 31st May - 4th June 2021  - Half Term Week 

 16th July 2021   -  Last Day of School Year  

 2nd September 2021   - Start of new school Year.  

NB dates will be added to this list as and when they are organised. 

 

Curriculum Updates and why the need to change? 

 

During this past year, there has been many a discussion regarding Recruit, Recover and Raise Grant.  Welsh Government and 

Neath and Port Talbot are already discussing ways in which schools can develop catch up programmes in Literacy, Numeracy 

and wellbeing of our pupils. As you are aware, we here at Gnoll pride ourselves in supporting pupils’ wellbeing and as such 
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wish to develop this further. I appreciate Literacy and Numeracy opportunities are important and catch up interventions will 

be needed. However, I feel pupils’ wellbeing and mental health is more important in the next few years. We have a 

responsibility in allowing our pupils the opportunity to reengage with society once again.  I feel this will be best suited 

through the development of outdoor provisions within the school. Below are some of the ways in which we intend to do this; 

 

School Playground Areas 

We have been busy here at school developing our outdoor playground areas which can be incorporated into the learning 

within he classrooms. The Rainbow Room, Foundation Phase areas have been updated and we are currently reviewing the 

Key Stage 2 yards. New equipment is being bought to support the learning being offered within these areas. 

 

There are two areas which I wish to develop further and utilise within the new school curriculum. These are the garden area 

and the school playing field. 

 

School Garden Area 

 

This is being transformed into an area which will support Forest schools activates. The aim is for each staff member at school 

to be trained to level 2 in Forest schools. There will be others trained up higher as is needed. We have had discussions with 

various people both internally within NPT and external companies. We have had plans drawn up. (Shown below). This is not 
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the final draft but I felt compelled to share with you our vision for this area. In here there will be a fire pit, log storage hut, 

planters and various other things. I hope this work will start in the very near future. 

 

The School Allotment Area: (School Playing Field)_ 

The aim here is to transform part of the school into becoming an area where pupils will be given opportunities to research, 

plant and grow various fruit and vegetables. Each class will be responsible for preparing, growing and producing vegetables 

or fruit which will then be sold to our families and/or the local community via our Farm Shop. Pupils will be responsible for 

the organisation of the shop and we hope to work with local businesses to stock their produce at the shop. For example Bee1 

and Morrison’s and Tesco to name a few. This is still in development stage and this is by no means a done deal. However, I 



Wellfield Avenue, Neath, SA11 1AQ 01639 642938 
 

firmly believe that this area will be fundamental; in the restore, repair and reengagement needed for our families, community 

and more importantly our pupils. With the isolation that we have felt over the past year and with the need to start growing 

our own vegetables due to Brexit, I feel this is an opportunity to give something back to our community. Imagine the children 

using their own produce, creating a soup and serving it for a small fee to people within our community who could sit and 

enjoy a nourishing soup whilst socially reconnecting with each other as well as having some fresh air. The produce sold will 

be at a nominal fee and will allow families to buy healthy local produce. This will support some of our families who have fallen 

on challenging ties over the past year.
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I hope this letter has given you some hope of better times here in Neath, I’m sure with the vaccination programme we will 

return to a more normal time once again. We as a school are proud of you and of our achievements over the past year. We 

continue to develop links with the community and value our local businesses. If you know of or have contacts to these 

companies please let us know. These continue to be difficult times, and I am reassured that our community remains resilient, 

understanding, and supportive.  

 

Take care and stay safe.  

Rhys Harris 

Headteacher 
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