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Thursday 16th July, 2020 

 
Dear Parent/Carers, 
 

I hope that this letter finds you all safe and well. I am delighted to inform you that following the 

Education Minister’s announcement on Thursday 9th July, school will re-open in September to all 

pupils. Welsh Government Guidance was published last Monday evening therefore we are currently 

working with this in order to plan to re-open safely in September, under the new guidelines.  

The decision to re-open has been based on scientific evidence and we have been advised that social 

distancing between pupils can be relaxed. We are currently very busy working on the logistics and 

structure of the school day although I wanted to share some important pieces of information with you.  

 

The autumn term begins on Tuesday 1st September, however, in line with Local Authority guidance we 

will dedicate two preparation and planning days on Tuesday 1st and Wednesday 2nd September – the 

school will be closed to all pupils. Once pupils begin to return, we will operate for five days a week as 

normal. We will use the first fortnight of opening to phase pupils’ attendance as set out below. This 

will allow us to provide some transition for pupils moving from Nursery into full-time education and 

Year 2 pupils moving into Year 3.  

 

• September 1st & 2nd – School closed for preparation and planning  

• Thursday, September 3rd – All LSC pupils, Reception, Year 1, Year 3  and Year 5 pupils 

• Friday, September 4th – All Nursery, Year 2, Year 4 and Year 6 pupils 

• Monday, September 7th – All pupils back in school. 

 

For some pupils returning to school will be worrying, so we have decided that on the start date for 

Reception pupils, Thursday, 3rd September, they will be taken to their familiar Nursery classroom 

where Miss Evans, Mrs Billington and Mrs Hook will help to settle them in before taking them to their 

respective Reception classrooms and teachers.  

Similarly, for Year 3 pupils, Thursday, 3rd September, they will be taken to their familiar Year 2 

classroom where Mrs Gibbon, Mrs Rook, Mrs Harcombe and Mrs Davies will settle them in before 

taking them to their respective Year 3 classrooms and teachers. On Friday 4th September, pupils will 

go straight to their ‘new’ classrooms – Year 3 to the junior yard to be collected from there. The current 

one way system for drooping off and picking up your children will continue in September.  

 

There will also be staggered start and finish times to the day to keep groups apart as they arrive and 

leave the school. Gathering at the school gate will also not be allowed to keep everyone as safe as 

possible.  

• ALL pupils must arrive between 8.40am – 9am (allotted time for each class will be provided 

at a later date) 



• Foundation Phase pupils should be brought by an adult to the Foundation Phase playground 

where they will be greeted by a member of staff  

• Key Stage 2 pupils to enter the junior playground where they will be greeted by an adult  

• LSC pupils will arrive at 9.10am and pick up will be at 1:45pm for the first week and 

depending on how the pupils adjust will return to 3pm for the week starting the 7th 

September. 

 

There will still be restrictions regarding visitors onto the school premises and we will continue to carry 

out strict routines around regular hand washing, hygiene and sanitising throughout the day. We will 

also be avoiding large group assemblies until the guidance changes and Breakfast Club, Parent groups 

and extra-curricular after school clubs will remain closed for the month of September following 

guidance from the LA. This will then be reviewed.  

 

Pupils should return to school in September in full school uniform. The uniform colour will remain the 

same as this year. If you wish to purchase new items of uniform please use the correct suppliers as you 

have so kindly done this year. Link to Sportec website 

 

It is still recommended that pupils limit the amount of equipment they bring in to school each day, to 

only bring the essentials such as lunch boxes and coats.  The School kitchens have continued to 

support our pupils with hot food throughout this time and we are more than ready for the return of all 

our school children in September. In the autumn term those who wish to have school meals will be 

able to, however, please could I encourage that payments for school meals are made via ‘Parentpay’ in 

advance. If you have not set this up and have any issues in doing so, please contact the school office 

this week so we can assist you.  

 

We await further guidance on home to school transport arrangements. However, the Local Authority 

are keen to reinstate pre-lockdown operation wherever possible.  

 

Once again, I would like to take this opportunity to thank you, the pupils and the staff for your 

continued support in these unprecedented times and wish to thank you for your ongoing patience and 

understanding.  

 

Yours sincerely, 
 

Rhys Harris 
Headteacher 

 

 

   

 

 
 

Together We Nurture, Inspire and Achieve 

Gyda'n Gilydd rydym yn Meithrin, Ysbradoli a Chyflawni 

https://www.sportec.co.uk/products/schools-uniform/gnoll-primary-school-uniform
http://www.npt.gov.uk/

