
Message from 
Mr Harris 

Hello, 

I hope you and your family are well 
and following the government 
guidelines to staying safe. We have 
been fortunate with the weather 
and I know from working at the 
Hub the children are benefitting 
from the time playing outside.   

Since the start of the Lockdown, 
we’ve been in school every working day. We are still part of Waunceirch Childcare 
Primary Hub and the work people are doing there is amazing. This will continue 
for the next few weeks. If you require a place please get in touch. 

PLANNED REOPENING OF SCHOOLS 
On Wednesday 3rd June, the Welsh Government announced that all schools will 
reopen from Monday 29th June for four weeks before the end of the summer term. 
The summer term will be extended for 1 week. Pupils will have the opportunity to 
attend a planned Check in and Catch up session. Children will not attend school 
every day and only up to one third of pupils will be in school at any one time. 

As a school we are working hard to plan and prepare for the reopening of Gnoll 
Primary School. These plans will ensure the safety of pupils, staff and parents is 
carefully considered in all areas. Further detailed information will be shared with 
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Flexible learning 
The work on show 
here has been 
exceptional. well 
done everybody 
and we look 
forward to further 
excellent work. 

Diolch. 
Thank you for your 
continued support 
over the past few 
months.

TWITTER 
Information and pupil 
work has been shared 
here. @GnollPrimary
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you over the next few weeks as we receive further 
guidance from Welsh Government and the Local 
Authority. These detailed plans will include information 
linked to safeguarding, the use of the school buildings/
outside areas, cleaning arrangements, use of resources, 
transport, catering, key worker provision and 
groupings/timetables for pupils for their Check in and 
Catch up sessions. 

Initially the Check in and Catch up sessions will have a 
strong focus on well-being and emotional support for 
our pupils attending. We will continue to provide Home 
Learning activities for all pupils. These activities should continue at home throughout the period leading to 
school reopening and during the time school reopens to small groups of children. This will ensure learning is 
continuing for all pupils. 

Key points from the Education Minister included: 

• All schools to reopen from 29th June 

• Pupils will return to school in small groups, with no more than one third attending at any one time 

• The current summer term will be extended for one week 

• All schools are to make plans to ensure all pupils are provided with the opportunity to Check in and Catch up 
over the 4 week period school is open before the end of summer term 

• Attendance at Check in and Catch up sessions is up to individual family choice and circumstances. 

2

LOREM IPSUM 2 JUNE 2020

NEW BANKSY ARTWORK  
Banksy, the elusive graffiti artist known for the vague gestures his 
creations make towards current events, is making headlines again 
for his latest work: a painting entitled “Game Changer” that features 
a young boy clad in overalls playing with a doll wearing a nurse’s 
outfit. In a basket next to the boy, Spiderman and Batman dolls lie 
languidly; they’ve either been discarded or temporarily ignored. 
According to the BBC, the painting was hung in the foyer of the 
Southampton General Hospital in the United Kingdom, and Banksy 
himself left a message behind for the hospital workers he 
apparently made the painting to honour. “Thanks for all you’re 
doing,” Banksy reportedly wrote. “I hope this brightens the place up 
a bit, even if its only black and white.” 

This made me think, what artwork could you do to capture what is 
going on i  the world right now. Please share with myself or your 
class teachers.

https://observer.com/2020/04/bansky-rat-bathroom-work-from-home-instagram/
https://www.bbc.com/news/entertainment-arts-52556544
https://www.bbc.com/news/entertainment-arts-52556544
https://observer.com/2020/04/bansky-rat-bathroom-work-from-home-instagram/
https://www.bbc.com/news/entertainment-arts-52556544
https://www.bbc.com/news/entertainment-arts-52556544


FLEXIBLE LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES 
We are now well into our summer term and the work shared with the class teacher has been of a high standard. 
We are very pleased with the work on show, This past week saw the Education Minister announcing that 
schools will reopen on the 29th June. This will mean groups of children will attend school on specific days, 
However, the Flexible Learning will continue. On the days that the pupils are not in school, they will be able to 
access the learning via the school website and Hwb. This will allow them the opportunity to carry on with the 
work from school.  

I am pleased with the feedback I have received, several positive comments about how useful this new web 
“Gnoll Flexible Learning Area” has been and we are constantly reviewing our practice to try and improve or 
engage differently during this time. On this website we have tried to provide the information you need in order 
for you to understand the approach we are taking and the expectations we have for your distance learning. Of 
course, we may need to adapt things as we go along. The aim of this area is to support you and your children 
during this time. We have tried to give you an area where you can find relevant information and support rather 
than trawling the internet looking for information. There is so much out there which can lead to confusion and/
or raised anxiety and concern. There are specific pages on information, wellbeing and learning which will 
offer the relevant support. I hope this is useful and I would welcome your feedback or ideas of what is needed 
on here. The staff have also been busy this past week, creating new learning opportunities and phoning all of 
their class children. I have been really pleased with the positive feedback given by all and thank you for your 
continued support. I know we have struggled to contact some families. We are aware that the call number is 
withheld or not shown, this is because staff are using personal devices and I have encouraged them to withhold 
their personal numbers. 

Recently saw us handing out fifty computers to the children/families who did not have IT equipment at home. I 
know from staff that some pupils have sent a “Hello” and “Thank you” message to their teachers. This has 
certainly made the whole process worthwhile. 

This way of Flexible Learning does not necessarily require a child to be online as the work can be done in a 
more conventional way. If you have any problems getting online to find it, or don’t have the right device for 
your child, please let us know and we will try and help. The devices which I managed to acquire are not school 
property. They are the Local Authorities property so I would need to engage with them once again as to 
whether they have more IT equipment to share.  

Here is a podcast from Welsh Government about home learning at this time: https://podfollow.com/
addysgcymru/view 

VE “STREET PARTY” CELEBRATIONS 
Well done to everyone who sent fantastic pictures and 
videos of great VE day picnics and home learning. You 
can see lots in the celebration and photographs on our 
Twitter Page.  

We will continue to communicate with you as parents 
during this time via text message, Twitter and the Gnoll 
Primary School website.  
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https://gnoll-primary-school.j2bloggy.com/gnoll-primary-virtual-learning/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://gnoll-primary-school.j2bloggy.com/guidance-on-distance-learning-for-both-pupils-and-parents/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://gnoll-primary-school.j2bloggy.com/wellbeing-2/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://gnoll-primary-school.j2bloggy.com/virtual-classrooms/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://podfollow.com/addysgcymru/view
https://podfollow.com/addysgcymru/view


TRANSITION UPDATES 
Year 6 

Detailed information exchange has taken place for all our Year 6 pupils with their receiving secondary school 
settings. This dialogue will continue to ensure the schools have the significant information needed before the 
children transfer into their Year 7 settings. Please keep looking out on our school website, your child’s new 
secondary school website and Twitter accounts for any new transition information. 

Year 3 

We are very lucky in Gnoll that our pupils know all staff and pupils very well. However, the transition from 
Foundation Phase into Key Stage 2 is still a big change for all pupils. We will ensure information and activities 
are provided over the next few weeks to ensure this transition is made as smooth as possible.  

RECEPTION 
As our morning Nursery make the transition into Reception in the autumn term, you will be fully supported by 
our Foundation Phase staff. Transition information and activities will be provided over the next few weeks. A 
member of staff will be in touch with you directly to discuss transition. 

END OF YEAR REPORTS 
All children will be provided with an end of year report at the end of the summer term. The class teachers are 
busy preparing these for you. We will ensure arrangements are in place for the collection or emailing out of 
these reports. 

“Diolch o’r Galon Pawb”. 

CONTACT DETAILS 
I am sure you will have many questions over the next few weeks as we approach the reopening of school. As 
always we will aim to keep you as updated as we possibly can. If you do have questions or queries, do not 
hesitate to get in touch. Please email HarrisR40@hwbcymru.net or Gnoll@school.net or leave a message on the 
school answer phone (01639) 642938 and we will get back to you. As from today, a member of staff will be at 
school during the school day. 

FINALLY 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone for the fantastic support shown throughout this very 
challenging and difficult time for all. Please continue to stay safe and keep social distancing yourselves. I can 
assure you we will do our utmost to ensure that when we reopen on the 29th June, it will be as safe as it can 
be. 

Kind regards,  

R. Harris  

Headteacher
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