
Early Years Unit - Home Learning – Reception wc 1 and wc 8 February 

 

Phonics 

We all learn at different paces. Please check your child’s Learning Journey for 

their individual Phonics targets and decide which set of activities below to do:   

Send me a message on ClassDojo if you are not sure which activities to do 

For children who have a word reading book at home and have a target of 

reading words and blends, do these three activities over the next two weeks: 

1. Reading tricky words, 2. Writing tricky words, 3. Revising blends. 

For children who are working through wordless books and have a target of 

learning Phase 2 sounds, scroll down to page 11 below and do these three 

activities over the week: 1. Recognising letter sounds, 2. Writing letter 

sounds, 3. Learning blends (click here to scroll down to Phase 2 Phonics 

below). 
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For children who have word reading books at home and/or targets of 

reading simple words and blends:   

1. Reading tricky words  
These are words that cannot be sounded out and have to be learnt by sight.  Over the 

last few weeks we have gone over all 18 of the Phase 2 and Phase 3 tricky words. 

Spend the next few weeks revising all the words.  Play fun games (examples below) 

to help your child recognise the words.  Split them into groups of 4 or 5 like we have 

done each week and gradually build up over the weeks to trying to read all 18 words 

in one go. 

Support – if this is too challenging, cut down to looking at 2 words at a time.  

Choose two words that look very different eg “the” and “all” and practise these two 

before moving on.  

Phase 2 and Phase 3 tricky words to practise: 

I  

no  

the  

to  

go  

into 
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he  

she  

we  

me  

be  

you  

are  

her  

was  

all  

they  

my 

 Play games with the words to help them recognise them. 
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 Point out the sounds at the start of each word: th, h, a and a to help them recognise it, 

but remember they can’t sound out the whole of these words – these words need to 

be learnt by sight.  Remember to use the letter sounds, not the letter name when 

describing the first letter of the word – for example, to starts with a ‘t’ sound (not ‘tee’), 

and no starts with a ‘nnn’ sound, not ‘en’). 

 Write each word out onto a piece of paper and play a game asking your child to find 

each word.  Muddle them up and repeat.  Time how quickly they can find all the correct 

words.  

 Use chalk to write the words outside or on big pieces of paper inside.  Ask your child to 

jump on the words and say them.  Call out the word and time how quickly your child 

can jump on the correct one. 

 Put on some music and play “musical word statues”.  When the music stops call out a 

word and have your child run to, and stand still on, the correct word.   

 Make an obstacle course and put some of the words at the end.  Call out one of the 

words and have your child splat it or jump on it when you call it out.  Don’t stop the 

timer until they’ve found the correct word! (Help them to find it too!).  

 

2. Writing tricky words 

 Practise writing a few of the tricky words each day.  See list above.  

 Help them form each letter correctly - usually start at the top of the letter.  See below 

for how to form each letter – each letter starts on the red dot and follows the 

direction of the arrow.  Remember to use lower case please (no capitals): 
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This video shows how each letter is formed: Handwriting Video 

 

 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TYYSBProJH4
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3. Revising blends 

We have learnt most of these blends in school, but they will need revising, so we will go 

over some again each week.   

Blends (or digraphs) are when 2 letter sounds appear together in a word and make a new 

sound. For example “ee” is read as “eee” – put your hands up over your head like ears 

and make the first part of a donley’s ee-ore sound!  

We are revising the blends: ee – and - or found in bee and fork.   

Watch the Jolly Phonics video – it teaches these two sounds together using 

the donkey’s ee-ore sound: “ee” – “or”!   Make ears on your head with your hands 

and hold your ear hands up for ee and put them down for or. 

You could try revising the sound ee in week 5 (wc 1 Feb) and the sound or in week 6 (wc 

8 Feb): 

Click the picture to see the video: 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W57mT4x488A 

 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W57mT4x488A
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ee Activities (wc 1 Feb) 

Now try these activities all about ee (mums and dads – please show these pictures 

on screen to your child and ask them to point to the correct place on screen where it 

asks them to cross out/draw a line).  For the game, “Sound out ee” please copy it out 

onto a big piece of paper and play together):  
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Copy this out onto a large piece of paper. Ask your child to slowly trace their 

hand along the line.  When they reach an ee sound, shout it out! 

 

Can you draw a big tree and colour it in?  Can you write tree underneath? 

Click the picture to see the “ee words” video: 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=du3incCU6Xc 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=du3incCU6Xc
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or Activities (wc 8 Feb) 

Now try these activities to practise recognising “or”: 

 

Point to the things with an “or” in.  Can you write some of them out 

yourself?: 
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Click the picture to see the “or words” video: 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0TKWxjU0UgQ 

 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0TKWxjU0UgQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0TKWxjU0UgQ
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For children who have targets of learning Phase 

2 Letter Sounds:  

If your child’s target is to learn Phase 2 letter sounds, such as:  s a t i p n and/or 

they are working on wordless books at home, do these activities to help them 

learn the letter sounds: 

1. Learning letter sounds  

There are all the Phase 2 sounds your child needs to learn.  Check which ones they know 

and then start with the ones they are unsure of, for example, they may be confident with 

s a t but be unsure with  i p n so start on i. 

Do they know all 26 sounds now?  If so, have a try at the blends – the double sounds – 

start with “ai” and move onto “ie” when they are ready (see end of page for some ideas 

for learning ai and ie once you’ve watched the video and sung the song): 

 

The songs to help you learn each sound, in order, are 

here: Jolly Phonics Songs 

** Remember to say the letter sound, not the letter name – e.g. for the letter  ‘s’ say ‘sss’ 

not ‘ess’, for the letter ‘a’ say ahh not aye.  The sound for each letter is in the video ** 

https://www.dailymotion.com/video/x2wpdvv
https://www.dailymotion.com/video/x2wpdvv
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2. Writing letter sounds 

As they grow in confidence recognising each letter, try getting them to write down the 

letter sound using felt tip pens, chalks, crayons or drawing it in sand, shaving foam, bath 

bubbles.  Click the picture for more fun mark making ideas: 

 

When writing letter sounds, please only form lower case letters (not capitals).  This video 

shows how to form each letter – click here. 

See below for the correct formation of letters – start on the red dot and follow the 

direction of the arrow when you are writing a letter sound with your child: 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TYYSBProJH4
https://www.icanteachmychild.com/shaving-cream-cornstarch-fun/
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3. Learning Blends.  

3.1 Why not try learning the blend “ai” wc 1 Feb: 

ai 

Click the picture: 

 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EQGObQTTR-g 

3.2 Why not try learning the blend “ie” wc 8 Feb: 

ie 

Click the picture: 

 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i9qo6OLyCgc 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i9qo6OLyCgc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EQGObQTTR-g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i9qo6OLyCgc

