
Early Years Unit - Home Learning 4 – Reception wc 25 January 

 

Maths and Numeracy Activities 

This week we are learning about Positional Language.  This is language like 

behind, in, on, under and above.  Please continue to practice forming 

numbers correctly too.  There are 5 activities to try this week; don’t forget to 

repeat activities if your child doesn’t grasp the concept straight away.  

Send a message on ClassDojo if you need any help or would like to share a 

picture of your child taking part in the activities:  

(Message Mrs Timmins Mon – Weds 8.30-3.30 

Message Mrs Rudge Thurs – Fri 8.30-3.30) 

 

1. Here is a great video to watch all about positional language 
before you get started on the activities below.  

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zy26sbk 

 

2. Hunt the Toy  

 
How to Set up the Challenge: 
 
• Find a small teddy or other toy, such as a car or doll.  
• Let your child hide the toy somewhere in the house.  
• Ask questions about the location of the toy, starting with the room the toy is in. For 
example, ‘Is it in the kitchen?’ 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zy26sbk
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• Once you are in the correct room, narrow the questioning down. For example, ‘Is it 
behind the curtains?’ or ‘Is it in front of the TV?’ 
• Continue until the toy is found. 
• Then, hide the toy yourself and let your child ask the questions. Encourage them to use 
positional language as they ask their questions. 

 

                                     

 
How to Get Your Child Thinking 
 
• Where shall we hide the teddy next? The teddy has been behind the curtains. Shall we 
put him in front of something? 
• The teddy is on top of the TV. What else can we put the teddy on top of? 
• Is there anything in-between the teddy and the door? 
• What is behind the teddy? 
• Can you put the teddy above something? 
• Talk about the position of objects at other times. For example, when walking to school 
with your child, ask ‘What is behind that tree?’ or ‘What can you see on top of that roof?’ 
to encourage them to use positional language.  
• Help your child to draw a map of familiar places or routes, marking objects and talking 
about their position. 
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3. Treasure Map Game  

 

Draw a treasure map on a piece of paper - draw an island in the middle of the paper. 
Draw a pirate ship next to the island on one side and a ship wreck on the other side. 
Above the island, draw some smaller islands for boats to move in and out of. Below the 
island, draw some hungry sharks. What else can you add to the map? Can you describe 
the position? Draw a cross on the map to show where some treasure is buried. Can you 
describe where the treasure is hidden? 

 

Here are some examples for you to look at.  You could use these or design your own.  
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4.  ‘I Spy’ with a twist 

Play a twist on the game ‘I Spy’ but instead of guessing the word beginning with a certain 
letter, give clues as to the object’s position, e.g. “I spy with my little eye, something 
behind the …” or “next to the …”. 
 
 

5. Continue Number Formation 
Young children often start by writing numbers backwards or upside down, or they start 
forming the number from the bottom up.  This is perfectly natural but when they are 
ready to write numbers, we do need to encourage them to form numbers the correct 
way round, starting in the right place (usually the top of the number).   
 
Please practise writing out numbers 1 – 5 with your child and extend them to 1 – 10 
when they are ready:  
 

Challenge – try numbers 11 – 20 and beyond when they are ready! 

This card shows the correct formation of numbers.  Help your child form each number 

correctly by imagining you are starting on the blue dot and following the direction of 

the arrow: 
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Watch this video that shows how to form numerals correctly: Forming Numbers 

Support:  
Try them writing just 1, 2, 3  and remember, take your time and just try forming one 
number a day if your child is finding this challenging.  It is better to form 1 number 
correctly than write lots incorrectly – we all learn at a different a pace.  Writing numbers 
is not as important as recognising and understanding numbers. 
 
Practise little and often!  
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3wYIaCmVMBE

