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Christmas              
Mental Maths 
Challenge Cards

1. Santa was counting the presents as the elves put 
them into the sack. “2, 4, 6, ...,” said Santa. What 
would be the next number?

 2. Alastair and Mark were decorating the tree with 
tinsel. Alastair had 2 strands of tinsel and Mark 
had three. How many did they have altogether?

 3. There were 5 berries on the Christmas wreath.  
A hungry bird ate 2. How many were left? 
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 1. Carlos was making a gingerbread house. He had 
fifty pieces altogether, but he was hungry. If he 
ate one piece, how many would be left? 

 2. There were 10 baubles on the tree. Then the 
cheeky cat, Mog, knocked down 4 of them. How 
many were left?

 3. Elsa was given 6 Christmas crackers from her 
mum and another 6 from her dad. How many 
Christmas crackers did she have in total?

 4. The Christmas fairy lights had ten bulbs on each 
string. Pasha had six strings of lights. How many 
lights were there altogether? 
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 1. Phoebe was counting down the seconds to when 
the Christmas carol concert was going to start. 
She started with, “90 seconds...”. Can you carry 
on the countdown for the next five numbers?

 2. Father Christmas was feeling full. He remembered 
that he had eaten 14 mince pies yesterday                   
and another 6 today. How many had he eaten             
in total? 

 3. The Christmas trees were in groups of five at the 
Christmas market. Sue counted eight groups of 
them. How many Christmas trees were there? 

 4. Five of the reindeer had a race. They finished in 
this order: Rudolph, Comet, Donner, Cupid and 
Dasher. Who came fourth? 
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