
PLASTIC timeline challenge
Can you fill in this plastic fact sheet? 

1907

1935
1965

1988 today

The FIRST synthetic 

plastic was created. 

Called Bakelite, 

this material was 

advertised as the 

‘material of a 

thousand uses’.

Who invented 

Bakelite? 

The plastic bag was 

invented and over 

the next decade 

introduced to 

supermarkets. 

what changed to the 

way we use carrier 

bags in 2015? 

Nylon invented and 

used in World War II 

parachutes.

Can you name three 

more things that 

are made from 

nylon? 

Triangle codes are 

added to products 

to assist sorting 

and recycling. 

The codes tell you 

what type of plastic 

each item is made 

from. 

Can you find out the 

most commonly used 

type of plastic 

today? 

How many tonnes of 

plastic have been 

created since 

plastic was invented 

in 1907? 


