
Guidance for parents on your child returning to school from September 7th  

There are strict regulations that we have had to put in place to ensure pupil and staff safety and 

wellbeing, we do not mean to scare you in anyway but we must make you aware of the risks 

involved. Our biggest change is the introduction of PPE as standard – especially where we cannot 

maintain the 2 metre social distance. 

Our risk assessment is available on the school website. Should you have any queries please do not 

hesitate to contact us. 

IMPORTANT – if your child presents with COVID 19 symptoms – persistent cough, high temperature, 

loss of sense of smell or taste you must not send your child to school, by sending them with these 

symptoms you are putting pupils, staff and families at risk. If your child is generally unwell please do 

not send them to school as we will have to take extra precautions during this time and call you to 

collect your child as transport will be unable to take them home with any illness. 

If your child present with COVID 19 symptoms during the day 

Additionally if your child presents with any of these symptoms through the day they will be sent 

home and required to isolate for 10 days and ideally be tested for COVID 19.  

If your child does present with symptoms during the day they will remain in isolation with their staff 

members in their classroom until they are able to be collected. Classrooms and equipment will be 

cleaned by staff and then a further deep clean by local authority cleaning services. All equipment 

that has been used will be isolated for 72 hrs before we are able to reuse. We then ask you to 

complete the test track and trace procedure and inform us of the outcome of the test. 

Transport 

School transport will resume as normal from the 7th of September. There is guidance provided to 

transport around dropping off and picking up from school. PPE will also be worn on school transport 

though if they are not please contact transport directly to inform them of any concerns – the 

number to contact is 686657.  If your child presents with COVID 19 symptoms or any illness during 

the day and needs to be sent home you will need to collect them from school. Transport will not 

take pupils who are unwell or present with COVID 19 symptoms home. If your child is over 11 years 

of age and can or will wear a mask then we ask you to encourage this. It is not compulsory but would 

increase safety for all. 

If you should need to collect your child early or drop off a bit later then please use the buzzer in the 

foyer entrance. This is going to be very different and strange for us but at the present moment we 

cannot admit parents and visitors to school. The intercom will be used to ask how we can help and 

you will need to wait there until staff come to collect your child or drop them to you.  

I think this might be one of the hardest things for us as we pride ourselves on our open door policy 

and ensuring that you feel part of our family, so please bear with us. 

Where visitors to school cannot be avoided they will be asked to complete a track and trace form. If 

they have any symptoms they will not be allowed entry to school Equally if you are coming to school 

and have any symptoms or feel unwell then please inform us so we can rearrange any meetings. 

PPE 

Staff will be wearing PPE of gloves, masks, visors and aprons for anything that involves being in close 

proximity ( Less than the 2 metre social distance guidelines) to your child. This involves all personal 



care needs, feeding, medical intervention and first aid and if physical intervention is needed for a 

behavioural incident. Where pupils may present with challenging behaviour and PPE cannot be worn 

then a risk assessment will be undertaken and your child may not be able to attend school 

depending on the outcome of the risk assessment. We will keep in constant communication with 

you about this. We do not expect pupils to wear PPE however we will be encouraging pupils to wash 

their hands regularly throughout the day, where pupils may struggle with hand washing we will 

support them to wash thoroughly.  

Lunches 

School lunch will be available. We are in the process of setting up parent pay so we can limit the 

handling of cash in the school office. If you do need to send in money please send clearly labelled in 

an envelope or bag rather than loose cash. If you are sending in a packed lunch please send it in 

either a carrier bag or wipeable lunch bag, any rubbish will be returned to the bag / box and 

returned home for you to dispose of. If you send snacks again please place in a carrier bag, if you 

normally send money for snacks we will be in touch to explain how this could be done via parents 

pay. 

Bags & bringing items to school 

Please do not send large bags and rucksacks to school, items coming in and out of school must be 

kept to a minimum. If you can manage to not send anything other than lunch or a snack that would 

be the best option. If your child needs nappies etc please send in a stock that we can keep in school. 

Unfortunately pupils cannot bring toys from home into school with them. 

 

Clothing 

We will be spending a lot of time outdoors as that is what we have been advised, please make sure 

your child has sun cream on in the morning before coming to school as we should be limiting our 

physical contact with pupils ( we are also optimistic it will be sunny!) so will be unable to reapply 

through the day. If it is raining please send wet weather gear if you have it or a suitable coat – 

regardless of age we will need this as we aim to be outside as much as possible. Please send in any 

spare clothes you think might be needed, again in a carrier bag that can be wiped clean. We will not 

be able to wash any clothes in school so will need to send them home, please ensure we have 

sufficient spare clothing in school for you child. 

 

The school day  

In order to reduce risk of transmission of the infection pupils will currently not be accessing the soft 

play, sensory room, hydrotherapy or lifeskills room. Pupils will be based in their classrooms and 

contact with other classes will be minimal – we will be using more video calling between classes. For 

now pupils will also not be going off site for educational visits – we will review this as the term 

progresses and as we find out more about the virus. 

 

Please talk to us if you feel something isn’t working – whilst we cannot invite you in, we still want to 

keep in touch however we can. 



 

Guidance Update – 8/9/2020 

Covid symptoms and when to keep your child home. 

Just to clarify that if anyone in your household / bubble is presenting with Covid 19 Symptoms your 

child should not attend school until that person has had a Covid test. If the test is negative then 

please send us a screen shot on dojo of the negative result and your child can return to school. If the 

test is positive then the whole family must follow the 14 day isolation period. If you or your child has 

been in contact with anyone who tests positive please inform us so that we can make necessary 

arrangements within school. 

Vomiting and diarrhoea and a sore throat are now classed as symptoms of Covid 19 along with 

persistent cough, high temperature, loss of sense of taste and or smell and shortness of breathe. If 

your child does present with these symptoms we will be asking you to collect your child from school 

or keep them home and get a test.  

If your child is generally unwell with a cold or other illness please keep them home until the 

symptoms have cleared. This is regardless of a covid test or not. 

 

Contact 

We have had much discussion around this, however based on Government guidance a contact is 

classed as anyone they have coughed on, had a face to face conversation with, skin to skin physical 

contact, within one meter of a person for 1 minute or more, within 2 meters for more than 15 

minutes, travelled in a vehicle with the positive testing person. 

Staff are trying as much as possible to wear full PPE it order to minimise risk to pupils and staff, 

however if someone tests positive within the class pupils will be sent home and asked to isolate for 

14 days. We are also trying very much to stay within class groups and not mix with other classes so 

the effects should be minimal, however if your child travels on school transport and someone from 

their bus tests positive that bus will also be asked to isolate for 14 days. 

 

Masks / face coverings. 

We as a school do not expect pupils to wear face coverings or masks when they are in school. If your 

child would feel more comfortable wearing one that is acceptable, however they must be able to 

take their own face covering / mask off as the risk of infection transmission is higher if staff need to 

assist.  

If your child is on school transport and over 11 and can / will wear a mask this should be 

encouraged, however they do not have to wear a mask on transport if it causes distress or upset or 

impacts their respiratory function in anyway. Transport staff should wear a face covering / mask 

unless they too have a medical exemption card.  Again if they cannot take the mask on and off 

themselves then they should not be wearing a mask / face covering on transport. 

Masks that are worn on transport will be disposed of upon entry to school if the mask is disposable 

or the child will be asked to put the mask away in their bag ready for the journey home if it is 

reusable. If your child wishes to wear a reusable mask in school they will need a separate mask to 



the one they have used on transport. If the mask is disposable you will need to provide another 

mask for the journey home. 

 

 

We will continue to update you on guidance and ask that you please bear with us as information is 

changing regularly. We are trying to find workable solutions to all of these issues as we arise and we 

thank you for being patient with us as we move forward. 

 

 

 


