
Remarkable Reindeer
People usually think of Santa’s sleigh when they think of reindeer. 
But there are lots more interesting things to learn about them! 

Fun Fact! Reindeer can run up to 50 miles per hour!

Where Do Reindeer Live?

 
Reindeer mostly live in cold places, 

such as the Arctic. Other places 
they can be found include Asia, 

Europe, North America and Scotland.

What Do Reindeer Eat?

 
Reindeer are herbivores. This means 
that they eat plants. They mostly 

like leaves but will eat some types of 
mushrooms.

Reindeer Antlers

 
All reindeer grow antlers. Their 

antlers can grow up to three feet 
long! Male reindeer lose their antlers 

in the winter. 

Reindeer Babies

A baby reindeer is called a calf. They 
will grow their first set of antlers 

when they are about two years old.
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Remarkable Reindeer

Questions
1. Where do reindeer live? Tick one. 

   warm places

   dry places

   cold places

  

2. What do reindeer eat? Tick one.

   plants

   meat

   sweets

3. Which reindeer lose their antlers in winter? Tick one.

   males

   females

   babies

4. What is a baby reindeer called? Tick one.

   a pup

   a calf

   a chick

5. How fast can reindeer run? Tick one. 

   15 miles per hour 

   20 miles per hour

   50 miles per hour
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Remarkable Reindeer

Answers
1. Where do reindeer live? Tick one. 

   warm places

   dry places

   cold places

  

2. What do reindeer eat? Tick one.

   plants

   meat

   sweets

3. Which reindeer lose their antlers in winter? Tick one.

   males

   females

   babies

4. What is a baby reindeer called? Tick one.

   a pup

   a calf

   a chick

5. How fast can reindeer run? Tick one. 

   15 miles per hour 

   20 miles per hour

   50 miles per hour
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Remarkable Reindeer
People usually think of Christmas and Santa’s sleigh when they 
think of reindeer. But there are lots more things to learn about them! 

Reindeer mostly live in very cold places, 
such as the Arctic. Other places they can be 
found include northern Asia, Europe, North 
America, Canada and Greenland. They can 
also be found in one place in Scotland.

All reindeer grow antlers. They grow their 
first antlers from about two years old. Their 
antlers can grow up to three feet long! Male 
reindeer lose their antlers in the winter. 
Santa’s reindeer are usually shown with 
antlers at Christmastime, which means 
they must be female!

Reindeer are herbivores. This means that they 
eat plants. They mostly like leaves but will 
eat some types of mushrooms and lichens. 
They have also been known to eat bird’s eggs 
and fish when plants are hard to get.

 •  Reindeer can run up to 50 miles per hour!
 •  A male reindeer is called a bull.
 •  A female reindeer is called a cow.
 •  A baby reindeer is called a calf.

Where Do Reindeer Live?

What Do Reindeer Eat?

Did You Know?

What Do Reindeer Look Like? 
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Remarkable Reindeer

Questions
1. What does herbivore mean? Tick one.

   they eat plants
   they eat meat
   they eat fruit

2. How old are reindeer when they grow their first set of antlers? 

  

3. When do male reindeer lose their antlers? Tick one.

   in the summer
   in the autumn
   in the winter

4. Draw a line to complete the sentences. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reindeer  
can run up to three feet long!

A baby  
reindeer is called a calf.

Their antlers  
can grow up to 50 miles per hour!

5. Complete this sentence. 
 
Santa’s reindeer are usually shown with antlers, which means they must 
be       !

babies              male              female
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Remarkable Reindeer

Answers
1. What does herbivore mean? Tick one.

   they eat plants
   they eat meat
   they eat fruit

2. How old are reindeer when they grow their first set of antlers? 
about two years old 

3. When do male reindeer lose their antlers? Tick one.

   in the summer
   in the autumn
   in the winter

4. Draw a line to complete the sentences. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reindeer  
can run up to three feet long!

A baby  
reindeer is called a calf.

Their antlers  
can grow up to 50 miles per hour!

5. Complete this sentence. 
 
Santa’s reindeer are usually shown with antlers, which means they must 
be female!

babies              male              female
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Remarkable Reindeer
People usually think of Christmas, Rudolph and Santa’s sleigh 
when they think of reindeer. But there are lots more things you 
can learn about them! 

Reindeer can be found in some of the coldest places on earth. 
These include northern China, Russia, Scandinavia, North 
America, Canada, Greenland and Iceland. Many people don’t 
know that there is also a herd of reindeer which can be found in 
the UK. These reindeer live in the Cairngorms mountain range 
in Scotland.

Northern China

Russia

Scandinavia

North America

Canada

Greenland

Iceland
Cairngorms mountain 

range in Scotland

Reindeer mostly live in very cold places, such 
as the Arctic. They have adapted special 
features which allow them to live in such 
cold temperatures. Their coats are very good 
insulators. This means they keep them warm. 
In fact, if a reindeer lies down in the snow, the 
snow underneath it won’t even melt! Their noses 
also warm the air as they breathe in.

Adapting to the Environment
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Remarkable Reindeer

Reindeer are mostly herbivores. This means 
that they eat plants. They mostly like leaves 
but will eat some types of fungi and lichens. 
Reindeer are the only large mammal able to 
eat a certain type of moss because they have 
a special bacteria in their bodies which helps 
them to break it down.

• Reindeer can run up to 50 miles per hour!

• A male reindeer is called a bull, a female is 
called a cow and a baby is called a calf.

• Reindeer are strong swimmers and have been 
known to walk more than 3000 miles in one 
year!

• The largest reindeer herd in the world has had 
between 400,000 and 1 million reindeer in it 
at different times!

Reindeer grow their first set of antlers 
from about two years old. Male reindeer 
lose their antlers in the winter and since 
Santa’s reindeer are usually shown with 
antlers at Christmastime, this means they 
must be female! No two reindeer have the 
same antlers. Like a person’s fingerprints, a 
reindeer’s antlers are completely unique!

A Specialised Diet

Did You Know?

 A Unique Accessory
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Remarkable Reindeer

Questions
1. What type of places can reindeer be found in? Tick one.

   the hottest on earth
   the coldest on earth
   the driest on earth

2. Name one way reindeer have adapted to allow them to live in such cold 
temperatures. 
  
 

3. Draw a line to match these words to their meaning. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

insulator the surroundings in which a 
person or an animal lives

unique something that doesn’t allow 
heat or cold to pass through it

environment the only one of its kind

4. Find a word in the text that means reindeer eat plants. 

 

5. Name three places where reindeer can be found. 
  
 

6. Why do you think there aren’t any wild reindeer living in Africa? 
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Remarkable Reindeer

Answers
1. What type of places can reindeer be found in? Tick one.

   the hottest on earth
   the coldest on earth
   the driest on earth

2. Name one way reindeer have adapted to allow them to live in such cold 
temperatures. 
Choose from either of the following: Their coats are good insulators 
which keep them warm; Their noses warm the air as they breathe in.

3. Draw a line to match these words to their meaning. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

insulator the surroundings in which a 
person or an animal lives

unique something that doesn’t allow 
heat or cold to pass through it

environment the only one of its kind

4. Find a word in the text that means reindeer eat plants. 
herbivores

5. Name three places where reindeer can be found. 
Any three from the following: northern China, Russia, Scandinavia, 
North America, Canada, Greenland and Iceland, Britain/the 
Cairngorms mountain range in Scotland.

6. Why do you think there aren’t any wild reindeer living in Africa? 
Various answers related to the fact that reindeer have adapted to live in 
cold climates/environments and they might not survive in hot places.
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