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Baglan Primary School 

Ysgol Gynradd Y Baglan 
 
 
 
 
 

Blended Learning Policy 

 
Aim  
 
This policy will outline the types and methods of blended learning; provide guidance 
on the approach to blended learning that should be taken by staff, pupils and 
parents; and, aim to ensure consistency of approach across the school. 
Consequently, Baglan Primary School will continue to provide engaging, exciting and 
challenging learning opportunities, both in school and at home, which result in 
ambitious, capable learners, committed to lifelong learning.  Additionally, the well-
being of pupils and staff is a significant consideration; it is recognised that learning 
can give a sense of purpose and achievement which is good for mental well-being. 
The policy aims to ensure a seamless and efficient blend of in-school and at-home 
learning, thus allowing pupils to make progress while staff workload remains 
manageable. 
 
Key Principles and Guidance  
 

 Supporting health and wellbeing, keeping everyone safe – This remains the 
key priority during this period. By supporting pupils’ health and wellbeing, 
schools can identify both pre-existing and new needs and raise safeguarding 
concerns.  

 An understanding of what we mean by blended learning: 

 Face to face with learners  

 Online learning – including the use of Hwb, J2E, FlipGrid, Presentations, Audio 
and Visual clips, recorded lessons and live streaming. (Schools and settings 
must conform to WG guidance: Live-streaming and video-conferencing: 
safeguarding principles and practice   

 
The four purposes of the new curriculum will be used as a basis when planning 
activities. We understand the possibility that some pupils will benefit more from one 
type of learning, for example, face to face, such as vulnerable pupils, particularly 
those who have not been engaging to date.  
 
In order to develop the four purposes within the new curriculum, especially from 
foundation phase through to the end of key stage 2, the following elements will be 
considered in order to provide highly effective teaching and learning:  
 

https://hwb.gov.wales/zones/keeping-safe-online/live-streaming-and-video-conferencing-safeguarding-principles-and-practice
https://hwb.gov.wales/zones/keeping-safe-online/live-streaming-and-video-conferencing-safeguarding-principles-and-practice
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 Consider the 12 pedagogical principles  

 Provide opportunities to develop pupils’ health and wellbeing and address 
their needs as appropriate  

 Set enjoyable and engaging challenges  

 Set clear expectations  

 Provide clear learning intentions  

 Plan for assessment – share/discuss the criteria that will enable the learners 
to be successful  

 Provide where possible outdoor learning experiences in order to develop a 
wide range of Key Skills (literacy, numeracy, digital, creative, physical, 
personal/social etc.)  

 Plan practical opportunities for pupils to consolidate their learning at home  

 Model good feedback/self-assessment/ socially distant peer assessment 
where possible 

 Consider reinforcing prior learning and provide recall opportunities  

 Avoid unnecessary testing – the focus should be on formative assessment to 
support a learner and helping them to identify their next steps and 
demonstrate good progress  

 
Other considerations  
 

 There will be an increased focus on developing pupil independence and 
meta-cognition  

 Planning and establishing expectations – Supporting parents and carers - we 
will share changes that can be expected in school 

 Reinforce the message that parents are not expected to be their children’s 
school teacher 

 Suggest possible structures for the day 

 Ensure that parents know who the point of contact is, particularly for pupils 
with ALN and other specific issues 

 Parents/carers will be fully informed of blended learning developments. They 
will receive information through the school website and the Schoop app. 

 Professional learning opportunities will be supported during this time with a 
particular focus at this time on developing the digital skills required to deliver 
aspects of blended learning.  

 
Guidelines and Expectations: 
 
A useful one page Rapid Evidence Assessment from the Education Endowment 
Foundation on distance learning highlights the following areas: 
 
The five main points in this one page evaluation are as follows:  
 

1. Teaching quality is more important than how lessons are delivered  
2. Ensuring access to technology is key, particularly for disadvantaged pupils  
3. Peer interactions can provide motivation and improve learning outcomes  

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/public/files/Campaigns/Distance_Learning_Rapid_Evidence_Assessment_Protocol.pdf
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4. Supporting pupils to work independently can improve learning outcomes  
5. Different approaches to remote learning suit different types of content and 

pupils 
 
Therefore, it is important that everything put in place meets the guidelines 
referenced above and that we have clear expectations for blended learning. 
 
Expectations: 

 

 Ensure face-to-face learning incorporates: 
 the introduction of new concepts; 
 the explanation of difficult concepts; 
 problem solving; 
 explicit teaching of new skills; 
 tasks that complement and consolidate the learning that takes place at 

home; 
 interactive discussion; 
 the use of class time to personalise learning. 

 

 Ensure at-home learning incorporates: 
 tasks that complement and consolidate the learning that takes place in 

the classroom; 
 tasks that pupils can complete to enhance learning that takes place in the 

classroom, for example, research of/reading about a new topic to be 
introduced; tasks that allow pupils to practise new skills learnt during 
face-to-face time in school. 

 
Marking, feedback and assessment 
 
In line with the School’s Marking and Feedback Policy, not all submitted written work 
needs to be marked in detail by the teacher; however, it is important that work 
completion is tracked so that pupils who are not engaging with the work set can be 
appropriately supported. It is important to remember that feedback is considered so 
that learning, rather than simply provision, is taking place. The nature of marking and 
feedback given will depend on the type of work completed and the method of 
submission. 
 
Self-assessment may be an integral part of a blended learning approach; however, in 
order for this to be effective, pupils must be able to accurately and confidently self-
assess their work and progress. Therefore, clear guidance and expectations relating 
to this will need to be provided by class teachers. 
 

Mrs N E Morgan 
Headteacher 
Mrs A Smart 

Deputy Headteacher 
Spring 2021 
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