
 

LLANIDLOES C.P. SCHOOL 

 

Welsh Second Language 

Policy 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This policy was reviewed on __________________________________ 

 

by ________________________(Gov.)______________________ (teacher) 

 

and approved by the governing body on___________________________. 

 

Signed  _____________________ Chair ___________________Head 

 

       Date of next review:  _________________________________ 

 

 

Amendments made              see appendix for details 



Purpose 

 

This policy is a statement of the aims and objectives, and teaching strategies for Welsh 

Second Language at Ysgol Gynradd Llanidloes.  It should be read in conjunction with the 

following school policies: 

 Teaching and Learning Policy 

 Curriculum Statement 

 Assessment, Recording and Reporting Policy 

 Bilingualism Policy 

 

This policy will improve teaching and learning by ensuring that all staff understand the core 

aims and key objectives for teaching Welsh as a Second Language. 

 

As defined in the Welsh Assembly Government document “Defining schools according to 

Welsh medium provision” Ysgol Gynradd Llanidloes is:  

5. Predominantly English medium primary school 

Curriculum - All pupils in the Foundation Phase experience the areas of learning mainly 

through the medium of English. English is the main teaching medium at KS2. Welsh is taught 

as a second language in KS2, and some aspects of some subjects may be taught in Welsh. 

Less than 20% of the teaching is through the medium of Welsh. 

Language of the School - English is the language of the day to day business of the school, 

but some Welsh is also used as a language of communication with the pupils with the aim of 

improving their capacity to use everyday Welsh. The school communicates with parents 

either in English or in both languages. 

Outcomes - The normal expectation is that pupils will transfer to English medium secondary 

provision and continue to learn predominantly through the medium of English, learning 

Welsh as a second language. 

 

Core Aims 

 

At Ysgol Gynradd Llanidloes we endeavour to achieve the aims out lined above but also  to 

provide appropriate experiences to enable our pupils to achieve their full potential and 

become confidently bilingual in order that they can be full members of the bilingual society in 

Wales. We recognise that bilingualism extends the individual's choice as it opens more doors 

and opportunities and we seek to ensure that our pupils are equipped with the language tools 

necessary to prepare for the challenges, choices and responsibilities of work and adult life. 

 

Specific Aims 

 

At Ysgol Gynradd Llanidloes, we seek to create an ethos that encourages and supports the use 

of bilingualism in every aspect of School life. We aim: 

 

 To promote collaborative attitudes and raise pupils, parents/carers, staff, 

governors and community awareness of the advantages of bilingualism. In 

appointing staff, the School takes into account the administrative and staffing 

guidelines outlined on page 31 of the Powys Welsh Education Scheme. 

 To ensure that all pupils receive high quality structured Welsh Second 

Language teaching and that they are motivated to use Welsh naturally and 

spontaneously both in educational and community situations.  

 To create a Welsh ethos that ensures that all pupils are aware that Wales has its 

own language and cultural heritage through, for example - addressing the 

Curriculum Cymreig and by integrating the Welsh language in all subjects and 



areas of School life, by drawing attention to national and cultural events and by 

participating in the activities offered through the Urdd movement. 

 To establish Welsh as the living, working second language of the School by, 

for example, welcoming and addressing visitors in Welsh, using the initial 

telephone response "Bore da/Prynhawn da", responding in Welsh during 

registration and by using Welsh during assemblies and in collective worship. 

 To ensure that Welsh is given visual prominence in and around the School 

through bilingual signs, labels and displays, to celebrate and enhance pupils' 

pride in work completed through the medium of their second language by 

rewarding and displaying their efforts, to utilise teaching and learning 

resources that have a distinctive Welsh flavour. 

 To look for and embrace practical opportunities to give Welsh an equal status 

to English, for example by using bilingual headed paper in correspondence, to 

develop and maintain links with Welsh institutions in the community, for 

example by holding a School Eisteddfod, competing in the Urdd Eisteddfod, 

contributing to the local Welsh newspapers and supporting Twf, to encourage 

outside agencies and organisations to supply/distribute information bilingually, 

for example the library service. 

 

Time Allocation 

At Ysgol Gynradd Llanidloes, every class is taughtWelsh as a Second Language. In addition 

to this, 'incidental Welsh' is used with the children. This equates to a total of approximately 

one and a quarter hours for Key Stage 2 pupils and one hour for those in the Foundation 

Phase. 

 

Broad Content 

During the Foundation Phase, Welsh Language skills will be developed through 

communicating in a range of enjoyable and practical, planned activities both in the indoor and 

outdoor environment. The peripatetic teacher plans thematically in collaboration with the 

class teacher.  Children will be immersed in language, they will listen to Welsh being spoken 

and will be encouraged to respond appropriately in familiar situations using a range of 

patterns. Emphasis is placed on the acquisition of oral skills which later help children in 

learning to read and write in their second language when they are developmentally ready.  

As children progress to Key Stage 2, pupils build on the skills, knowledge and understanding 

acquired during the Foundation Phase. This progress is achieved through an integrated 

programme of oracy, reading and writing. Pupils are presented with experiences and 

opportunities that interrelate the requirements of the Skills and Range sections of the 

programmes of study. Pupils at Ysgol Gynradd Llanidloes follow the Powys Welsh Second 

Language Learning Plan. Activities and experiences are presented in the context of a topic for 

the different year groups.  

 

Teaching Strategies 

 

We believe children learn best when: 

 Prior learning is established and links to their own lives are established; 

 They are actively involved in their learning; 

 They are given time to explore, question and experiment; 

 They feel their ideas and opinions are valued; 

 They are confident about taking risks in order to extend their understanding. 

 

 

 



The Learning Environment 

 

The pupils’ learning environment will extend beyond the immediate classroom, and use will 

be made of the outdoors wherever appropriate.  Off-site visits will also be used to enhance 

pupils’ understanding and experiences where available, such as the Jambori. 

 

Skills Framework 

We aim to deliver the 'Orders of the Foundation Phase' and 'Key Stage 2 National Curriculum 

(Wales 2008)' in an exciting and challenging way. In support of this, we utilise the non-

statutory 'Skills Framework' which underpins all teaching and learning in Wales for those 

aged 3-19 years. In line with Welsh Assembly Government strategy, these skills are defined 

as those that are essential for life-long learning. 

 

Developing Thinking 

Learners develop their thinking across the curriculum through the processes of planning, 

developing and reflecting. 

In Welsh Second Language, learners explore, plan, develop and consider ideas through 

speech, reading and writing, responding to their own work as well as that of others. They 

analyse, structure and organise their work; use language creatively; use errors and unexpected 

outcomes to develop their learning; use their knowledge of language to explain and predict; 

describe links and similarities in language; identify patterns and formulate rules; discuss how 

they learn language and evaluate their success. 

 

Developing ICT 

Learners develop their ICT skills across the curriculum by finding, developing, creating and 

presenting information and ideas and by using a wide range of equipment and software. 

In Welsh Second Language, learners develop their ICT skills by communicating and sharing 

information and by using technology to research, develop and present their work. 

 

Thinking Skills / Assessment for Learning 

 

At Ysgol Gynradd Llanidloes, we recognise that assessment is an essential component in 

determining the next steps for each child's learning journey. We constantly listen to pupils as 

they speak in conversation and respond to all activities and opportunities presented to them, in 

order to plan appropriate means for consolidation and progression.  

 

We endeavour to develop the following by incorporating a range of strategies and techniques: 

 



Additional Learning Needs 

 

All learners, including those with additional learning needs, will have equal access to Welsh 

Second Language provision at Ysgol Gynradd Llanidloes, unless disapplied due to an 

Educational Statement of Special Needs.  

We seek to use differentiation by outcome and differentiation by task so that all of our pupils 

receive challenging and appropriate experiences. We feel that an emphasis on the 

development of oral skills will give pupils of all abilities the chance to succeed at their own 

level.  

Whenever possible, pupils with Additional Learning Needs will be given extra support. The 

More Able and Gifted pupils will be provided with opportunities to extend their knowledge 

and understanding of Welsh in terms of depth and breadth and will be encouraged to work 

with greater independence. 

 

Equal Opportunities 

 

We endeavour to provide equal opportunities to all our pupils, regardless of gender, race or 

ability. 

See Equal Opportunities policy for further details. 

 

Health and Safety 

 

The school is aware of the Health and Safety issues involved in children’s learning and 

follows the recommendations made by Powys County Council. The school will carry out risk 

assessments of activities that fall outside of ordinary classroom expectations.   

See Health and Safety policy for further details. 

 

 

Curriculum Cymreig 

Ysgol Gynradd Llanidloes takes into account the five aspects of the Curriculum Cymreig 

(cultural, economic, environmental, historical and linguistic) and strives to meet the 

requirements through a variety of means, for example, by using incidental Welsh and 

rewarding the pupils for doing so, and by promoting and utilising resources that support and 

exemplify the Welsh culture as it is today (Key Stage 2 topic - Cwl Cymru). 

 

Bilingualism 

Ysgol Gynradd Llanidloes is committed to promoting the aims and aspirations of the National 

Assembly Government in developing bilingualism as set out in its review policy of the Welsh 

Language 'Our Language: It's Future'.  

 

In the Foundation Phase, teachers state in their weekly planning the Welsh words/phrases to 

be used in each area of learning. These words/phrases may be specific to the topic/activity or 

of a more general nature. 

 

In Key Stage 2, in addition to the timetabled Welsh Second Language lessons, staff and pupils 

use incidental Welsh wherever possible. 

 

Ysgol Gynradd Llanidloes has drawn up a list of Welsh words and phrases that it expects all 

staff and pupils to use on a regular basis.  

 

 



The Role of the Welsh Second Language Co-coordinator 

 

At Ysgol Gynradd Llanidloes we have a designated member of staff who acts as a co-

ordinator for Welsh Second Language.  At present the co-ordinator is Miss. Ruth Davies.  

The co-ordinator is responsible for: 

 Identifying and leading development of the teaching of Welsh Second Language to all 

pupils, alongside the peripatetic teacher Mr. Thomas Nicholas. 

 Reviewing the whole school policy as per the schools policy review programme. 

 Supporting staff with the Welsh Second Language Learning Plan for Key Stage 2, and 

working in liaison with Foundation Phase staff to ensure coverage of range and skills 

within the topic based approach. 

 Monitoring, evaluating and reviewing the effectiveness of Welsh Second Language as 

per the monitoring policy arrangements. 

 Monitoring of standards of attainment in Welsh Second Language skills and 

understanding throughout the school. 

 Organisation and audit of resources. 

 Keeping abreast of developments in Welsh Second Language and leading new 

initiatives at a school level. 

 

Governor with responsibility for Welsh Language - Mr. G. Morgan. 

 

Assessment 

 

Teachers will assess children’s development in Welsh Second Language through a variety of 

ways: 

Short term assessments inform weekly planning, and allow staff to adjust planning to tackle 

issues that are pertinent to pupils at the time.  These short term assessments are also 

communicated to the pupils, through discussion and marking of work, to enable them to 

understand the next steps of their development and how to achieve it. 

Medium term assessments are recorded to track pupils’ progress in specific skills, and these 

judgments also inform future planning, as well as helping towards summative assessments.    

These assessments will also feed into our tracking system. 

Summative assessments are the end of year assessments which are passed to future teachers. 

Pupils in year 2 and year 6 will be assessed against the Foundation Phase Outcomes and Level 

Descriptors respectively, unless disapplied from the curriculum. 

 

Portfolios of pupils' work in the development of Welsh as a Second Language, are currently 

being compiled which aim to provide examples of how subject specific skills, range and 

enquiry based approach have been addressed in our School and will be used to exemplify 

standards and progression.  

 

Reporting to Parents 

 

This is carried out through formal parent evenings and an annual written report which 

includes a way forward for the following year. 

Parents of pupils in year 2 and year 6 will also be informed of the outcomes/levels that the 

children have reached in Oracy, Reading and Writing, and will be provided with comparative 

data alongside this. In Year 6, children's levels are used to facilitate the transition from 

Primary School to Secondary School.  

 



Monitoring and Evaluation 

 

The purpose of monitoring and evaluation activities is to raise the overall quality of teaching 

and levels of pupil attainment. The Welsh Second Language co-coordinator and Head teacher 

will monitor the quality of teaching and learning as part of the school’s self-evaluation policy 

and monitoring cycle together with the teaching staff.  The quality of Welsh Second 

Language in the school will also be inspected as part of any ESTYN inspection of the school 

as a whole. 

Monitoring will focus on the development of the subject specific Welsh Second Language 

skills and the use of cross curricular skills. 

 

Welsh Resources 

 Tedi Twt books, activities & games 

 'Fflic a Fflac' DVDS & books 

 ‘Dewi Dinosor’ books 

 ‘Paent Gwlyb’ a ‘Anifeiliaid Difyr’ books 

 ‘Parablu’, ‘Ding Dong’ videos 

 ‘Rap Sgaliwns’, ‘Ben Bwgan Brain’ dvds 

 ‘Pip’ big and small books 

 Cyfres ‘Babs a Benja’ 

 ‘Nici a Cris’, ‘Troen’ books 

 Cyfres Dechrau da – ‘Glan y mor, Coedwigoedd glaw, Celtiaid, Dinosoriaid, etc 

 ‘Dewi Sant’, Dewi ar Daith’ big books & cds 

 ‘Y Nadolig’, ‘Y Sioe Fawr’ etc big books 

 ‘Stori Dewi’, ‘Gwyl Dewi’ big books 

 

Promoting Y Curriculum Cymreig 

 ‘Nia’s first day’, ‘Gerry’s Story’, ‘Kabo’s Diary’ big books by Olive Dyer 

 ‘Blodeuwedd’ big book & cd 

 ‘Sglod and Chips’ big book 

 Ginn Welsh History Series – ‘A War Christmas’, ‘The Castle’, ‘King Alfred’, ‘The 

May Flower’, etc 

 Drefwen Welsh History Series by John Evans – ‘William Morgan & the Welsh Bible’, 

 ‘Susan Rees: A pit girl’ etc 

 Books - ‘Move over Rover’, ‘Wooly Wendy & the Snowdon lily’, ‘Granny Sarah & 

the last red kite, ‘Wolf goes to sea’, ‘O diolch Nain!’, ‘Barti and Bel look for a book’, 

‘Whizz around Wales/Yn crwydo Cymru’ 

 

 

 Digital flip camera, 

 

 

 

APPENDIX of Amendments 


