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Purpose 

 

This document is a statement of the aims, principles, and strategies for teaching and 

learning Religious Education in Llanidloes Community Primary School.  It should be 

read in conjunction with the following school policies: 

 Teaching and Learning Policy 

 Powys Agreed Syllabus for Religious Education, March 2011 

 Curriculum Statement 

 Assessment, Recording and Reporting Policy 

 Food and Fitness Policy 

 Policy for ESDGC 

 Policy for PSE 

 Sex education policy 

This policy will improve teaching and learning by ensuring that all staff understand 

the core aims and key objectives for teaching Religious Education. 

 

Core Aims  

 

R.E. within Llanidloes C.P. School plays an important role in promoting all pupils' 

spiritual, moral, social and cultural development and in preparing them for the 

opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of adult life. We hope that through 

our Religious Education teaching we are able to nurture, stimulate and support 

our children and positively influence the caring capacity of our school so that 

they will always be sensitive to the needs of others and thus have a foundation 

on which to build. 

Learners in Llanidloes Primary School will develop a sense of personal and 

cultural identity which is receptive and respectful towards others, preparing them 

for life as global citizens. 

Learners will consider life's fundamental questions and reflect their own beliefs and 

values in the light of what they study in R.E. Pupils will be engaged in a process of 

exploration and encouraged to develop and express personal responses to what they 

discover. Teachers will provide a variety of learning experiences and teaching styles. 

Opportunities for independent learning will be provided, developed through skills in 

literacy, numeracy, thinking, communication and ICT. 

Throughout both key stages the pupils will be provided with access to contemporary 

expressions of religious faith in the local community, by both visits to places of 

worship and by local religious leaders and members of faith communities visiting the 

school. Pupils will also be encouraged through links with national and local charities to 

develop an increasing awareness o the needs of others, both global and local. 

Teachers will meet the specific needs of their learners who will be enabled to achieve: 

Teachers will adapt the starting point for those working below expected levels; For 

more able and talented pupils, teachers will provide greater challenge. 
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Specific Aims  

We feel that Religious Education should seek to: 

 Develop pupil's knowledge, understanding, and awareness of Christianity and 

other principal religions represented in Great Britain. 

 Encourage pupils to develop their own views about life and religion. 

 Develop a sense of respect, tolerance, and empathy for the beliefs and practices 

of others. 

 In the Foundation Phase children will ask questions about their families, other people 

and the wonders of the wider world. Through stories, role play and practical activities 

pupils will learn about religious tradition and heritage in Wales and beliefs of other 

people in the World around them. A two year planning grid with key themes, forms the 

basis of planning for each class in Reception, Year One and Year Two. Nursery 

children experience Religious Education through daily routines (lunch time prayer, 

stories and reflections); Seasonal experiences (Harvest, Christmas, Easter, Caring for 

the natural world); School and class assemblies. 

 In Key Stage Two, practical and stimulating activities will explore religion in the locality, 

Wales, Britain and the Wider World. Sharing ideas, asking moral questions and 

knowledge of religion will develop tolerance and respect in both local and global society. 

Learners will express their own feelings and opinions, identify how their actions may 

affect others and recognise and respect others viewpoints who are different to their 

own. A two year planning grid for years 3 and 4, and 5 and 6 forms the basis of 

teachers planning. 

 Five aspects of religious education will be identifiable: 

 Spiritual (Quest for meaning; love, faithfulness, goodness, ‘inner-

life’/relationships with God/truth) 

 Moral  (Values, attitudes, relationships, respect, temptation, self-sacrifice, 

love) 

 Cultural (local and world history, official and personal stand points, cultural 

identity, religion and culture in Wales, Europe and the World)  

 Mental  (carrying out research, critical thinking, opinions) 

 Physical  (ritual, dance, prayer, meditation) 

 

The Learning Environment 

 

Pupils from Reception on, attend three whole school assemblies each week. KS1 

and KS2 also attend their own weekly assembly, often led by a local Vicar or 

Christian representative. 

The School Hall models a place for special reflection, by lighting a candle and 

showing the theme for the week on a special table. 

From time to time class displays have a theme based on Religious Education. At 

KS2, pupils record specific learning in an R. E. book which builds up their personal 

repertoire and understanding throughout the Junior years. 

In the Foundation Phase work may be presented as part of project work or as a 

piece of discreet learning, use of the outdoors will be made wherever possible. 

Resources for R. E. are stored centrally near the Staff Room and are clearly 

labelled. 
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Visits to local religious buildings take place either for special times (Carol Service) 

and specific learning (Baptism, Religious Buildings etc) 

Practical tasks and ‘real’ experiences will provide children with greater first hand 

experiences, for example, cooking, art, craft, particularly relating to religious 

festivals and celebrations throughout the year. 

 

 

Time allocation 

The Powys Agreed Syllabus for Religious Education Suggests that 5% of total 

curriculum time should be allocated to religious education at each key stage 

(approximately 1 hour per week). 

Legal Definition 

Religious Education is provided for all registered pupils attending the school, from 

the Nursery to Year 6 and has equal standing in relation to National Curriculum 

subjects. For our school the Scheme of Work for R.E. has been written in accordance 

with Powys County Council agreed syllabus for R.E. 2011 (which is based on the 

national exemplar frame work for Religious Education in Wales 2008).  

Parents have a right to withdraw their children from R.E. under section 389 of the 

1996 Education Act. However any parent who indicates that they would wish to use 

that right should be made aware that we are teaching the children about religions and 

not converting the children to any one form of one religion. We would also 

encourage the parents to see the Scheme of Work, so that they are in a better 

position to make an informed choice. 

 

Teaching Strategies 

 

We believe children learn best when: 

 Prior learning is established and links to their own lives are established; 

 They are actively involved in their learning; 

 They are given time to explore, question and experiment; 

 They feel their ideas and opinions are valued; 

 They are confident about taking risks in order to extend their understanding. 

 

In order to fulfil the National Curriculum and encompass our belief in the above 

statements, an enquiry based approach will be followed, using the range elements 

within the curriculum as the vehicle for developing the skills.  Enquiry will be 

developed in meaningful contexts.  Pupils will: 

 

 Build on the skills and attitudes acquired during the Foundation Phase 

 Ask questions 

 Plan enquiries 

 Record results 

 Interpret results and evaluate historical evidence 
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 Pose further questions 

 Reflect on their learning 

 Apply and develop their skills of communication, ICT and number 

 

It is, however, sometimes appropriate for the teacher to use demonstration, plan for 

research, or carry out teacher-led enquiries when the objectives, resources and the 

needs of groups and/or individuals dictate. 

 

A typical structure for a unit of work would be: 

1. Activate prior learning - make links, question etc. Use mind maps, picture 

sequencing, concept mapping, discussion, records made during previous 

learning etc. 

2. Teaching – new vocabulary/concepts, including teacher led enquiries 

3. Learning – time to embed and extend understanding, applying enquiry skills 

and exploring own questions and ideas 

4. Reflect – on both the learning and the process of the learning 

 

The Learning Programme/scheme of work will ensure that the range within the 

curriculum is fully planned for.  The range will act as the vehicle through which the 

skills are developed. 

 

National Literacy and Numeracy Framework 

 

The National Literacy and Numeracy framework (LNF) was introduced in 2013 to 

help Welsh pupils develop excellent literacy and numeracy skills during their time at 

school. 

 

Curriculum planning in all subject areas will take account of the LNF to ensure the 

development of literacy and numeracy skills across the curriculum. 

 

In order to embed the LNF in all teaching and learning, literacy and numeracy skills 

have become the primary focus for planning in all subjects including ICT.  

 

Within literacy, the strands are: 

 Oracy across the curriculum 

 Reading across the curriculum 

 Writing across the curriculum 

 

Within numeracy, the strands are: 

 Developing numerical reasoning 

 Using number skills 

 Using measuring skills 

 Using data skills 
 

 

Skills Framework 

 

Skills from the literacy and numeracy framework will underpin key learning in 

Religious Education. The Skills framework for 3 to 19-year-olds in Wales will 



6 

 

provide guidance about continuity and progression in developing thinking, 

communication, and ICT for learners (from 3-19.)  

 

At Key Stages 2, learners will be given opportunities to build on skills they 

have started to acquire and develop during the Foundation Phase. Learners 

should continue to acquire, develop, practise, apply and refine these skills 

through group and individual tasks in a variety of contexts across the 

curriculum. Progress can be seen in terms of the refinement of these skills and 

by their application to tasks that move from: concrete to abstract; simple to 

complex; personal to the 'big picture'; familiar to unfamiliar; and supported to 

independent and interdependent. 

 

This document highlights those statements or sections in the national exemplar 

programmes of study for religious education that provide explicit opportunities for 

 

Developing Thinking 

 

Learners develop their thinking across the curriculum through the processes of 

planning, developing and reflecting. 

 

In religious education, learners develop thinking skills through a range of 

activities. Learners ask fundamental questions which are raised by human 

experience, the world and aspects of religion. They explore and make links 

between the religious beliefs, teachings and practices that they study. They plan 

investigations by gathering and utilising a range of religious and 

non-religious sources and use these to evaluate and justify their personal 

responses. They use a range of critical and creative problem solving techniques 

in order to develop ideas and explore and challenge interpretations, 

preconceptions and possibilities. 

 

Developing ICT 

 

Learners develop their ICT skills across the curriculum by creating, presenting, 

finding and developing information and ideas and by using a wide range of 

equipment and software. 

 

In religious education, learners use ICT: to communicate and share information 

(using, for example, e-mails and PowerPoint); to present information in a 

variety of formats using word processing and graphics; to find and develop 

information on the internet and other sources including CD-ROMs, etc.; to 

support oral presentations and the creation of ideas and strategies to improve 

the impact of their work. 
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Thinking Skills / Assessment for Learning 

 

We endeavour to develop the following by incorporating a range of strategies and 

techniques: 

 
 

 

Foundation Phase 

 

In line with the National Curriculum, Llanidloes C.P School sees Religious 

Education as the eighth Area of Learning.  It will be explored within an 

integrated curriculum and linked to the other Areas of Learning in order to 

ensure that children have a holistic learning experience. 

 

Specific religious education skills arise naturally in the Foundation Phase 

through two Areas of Learning, namely Knowledge and Understanding of the 

World, and Personal and Social Development, Well-Being and Cultural 

Diversity. The skills from these Areas of Learning relate directly to religious 

education. 

 

Additional Learning Needs 

 

Staff will plan work that will enable all pupils to access the curriculum and develop 

the skills that are appropriate for them at that stage of their learning.  Use will be 

made of practical activities, concrete resources, and LSAs in class wherever 

possible. 

SEN – Staff will ensure that specific difficulties will be supported and/or minimised to 

enable pupils to develop and express their scientific understanding. 

MAT – the enquiry based approach provides many opportunities for MAT pupils to 

extend their learning. 
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Equal Opportunities 

 

We endeavour to provide equal opportunities to all our pupils, regardless of gender, 

race or ability. See Equal Opportunities policy for further details. 

 

Curriculum Cymraeg 

 

Religious education contributes to the Curriculum Cymreig by allowing learners 

to appreciate the significance, value and impact of the rich Christian heritage 

and dynamic multi-faith composition of Wales past and present. By using a 

range of stimulating resources from the locality learners are challenged to ask 

fundamental questions about the meaning and purpose of life, and the 

significance and impact of religion and religious thinking on twenty-first century 

society. Such insight supports social cohesion, cultural/religious awareness and 

cooperation within society and individual communities. 

 

Religious education contributes to Wales, Europe and the World by raising 

challenging questions from religious and non-religious perspectives: questions 

relating to political decision making, exploitation and justice, social freedom and 

responsibility, human rights issues, economic affluence, the interface between 

religion and Religious Education and Wales' responsibility to, and relationship 

with, its own citizens and those in other parts of the world. Religious education 

helps learners develop positive attitudes to help them deal with challenging 

moral and religious issues with sensitivity, thus providing common ground for 

collaboration and exploration of common values and beliefs within Wales, 

Europe and the World. 

 

Bi-lingualism 

 

The Welsh language will be used to support the development of Religious Education 

where it is deemed appropriate. 

 

 

Personal and social education  

 

Schools should provide opportunities, where appropriate, for learners to promote 

their health and emotional well-being and moral and spiritual development; to 

become active citizens and promote sustainable development and global 

citizenship; and to prepare for lifelong learning.  

 

Religious education contributes to personal and social education through 

exploration of the spiritual, moral, social, and cultural dimensions. Learners develop 

understanding of, respect for various world religions, and explore how religion 

impacts on decisions made, and lifestyles adopted by individuals and societies 

within various cultures around the world. Learners focus on the desire of many 

religions to foster values and aspirations such as equality, justice, responsibility, 
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peace, and morality through such things as social action, sustainability and global 

citizenship. Learners will also be encouraged to question the values and aspirations 

of their own lives, the lives of others and of society.  

 

Equal Opportunities 

 

We endeavour to provide equal opportunities to all our pupils, regardless of gender, 

race or ability. 

See Equal Opportunities policy for further details. 

 

Health and Safety 

 

The school is aware of the Health and Safety issues involved in children’s learning 

and follows the recommendations made by Powys County Council. The school will 

carry out risk assessments of activities that fall outside of ordinary classroom 

expectations.   

Opportunities are used to increase the pupils’ awareness of hazards and risks, and 

to develop understanding of how they can keep themselves and others safe. 

See Health and Safety policy for further details 

 

The Role of the Religious Education Co-coordinator 

 

At Llanidloes Primary School we have two designated members of staff who acts as 

a co-ordinator for R.E.  Mrs Ruth Roe and Mrs Lisa Stead. Our Governor, Mrs 

Margot Jones keeps informed about Religious Education through meeting the 

coordinators. 

The co-ordinator is responsible for: 

 Identifying and leading development of the teaching of Religious Education 

to all pupils 

 Reviewing the whole school policy as per the schools policy review 

programme. 

 Developing a R.E scheme of work/learning programme for Key Stage 2, and 

working in liaison with Foundation Phase staff to ensure coverage of range 

and skills within the topic based approach. 

 Monitoring, evaluating and reviewing the effectiveness of the school’s R.E. 

programme as per the monitoring policy arrangements.  

 Monitoring of standards of attainment throughout the school. 

 Organisation and audit of resources 

 Keeping abreast of developments in R.E. and leading new initiatives at a 

school level. 

 

Assessment 

 

Teachers will assess children’s development in Religious Education through a 

variety of ways: 

Short term assessments inform weekly planning, and allow staff to adjust planning 

to tackle issues that are pertinent to pupils at the time.  These short term 
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assessments are also communicated to the pupils, through discussion and marking 

of work, to enable them to understand the next steps of their development and how 

to achieve it. 

Medium term assessments are recorded to track pupils’ progress in specific skills, 

and these judgments also inform future planning, as well as helping towards 

summative assessments.  Use is made of Optional Assessment Materials as part of 

the curriculum where relevant, to aid teachers with judgments about pupils’ skills.  

These assessments will also feed into our tracking system. 

Summative assessments are the end of year assessments which are passed to 

future teachers. 

Pupils in year 2 and year 6 will be assessed against the Foundation Phase 

Outcomes and Level Descriptors respectively, unless disapplied from the 

curriculum. 

 

Reporting to Parents 

 

This is carried out through formal parent evenings and an annual written report 

which includes a way forward for the following year. 

Parents of pupils in year 2 and year 6 will also be informed of the outcomes/levels 

that the children have reached, and will be provided with comparative data 

alongside this. 

 

Monitoring and Evaluation 

 

The purpose of monitoring and evaluation activities is to raise the overall quality of 

teaching and levels of pupil attainment. The Religious Education co-coordinator and 

Head teacher will monitor the quality of teaching and learning as part of the school’s 

self-evaluation policy and monitoring cycle together with the teaching staff.  The 

quality of Religious Education in the school will also be inspected as part of any 

ESTYN inspection of the school as a whole. 

Monitoring will focus on the development of the subject specific Religious Education 

skills and the use of cross curricular skills. 

 

 
 

 

Resources 
 

A comprehension library of resources has been compiled to support the scheme of 

work and is located in the R.E. resource area outside the staffroom and school library. 

These include a wide selection of books on Christianity and all of the main world 

Religions covered in the programme of study. This includes Individual boxes of 

artefacts to support each religion. At present there is very little computer soft ware but 

this will be improved and increased as applicable programmes become available to 

support the scheme of work. The internet is used frequently throughout KS2 as a 

resource to support the programme of study. 
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R.E. RESOURCES  

 

WORLD RELIGIONS 

Series: Animated World Faiths - with video 

Moses and the Passover Meal The Life of Guru Nanak The Conference of the Birds The 

Life of Muhammad The Life of Christ The Story of Buddha The Life of Confucius The 

Ramayana 

Series: Practising Belief DrefWen 

From Start to finish 

My Life as a Christian x 2 My Life as a Muslim x 2 My Life as a Jew x 2 My Life as a 

Hindu x 2 My Life as a Sikh x 2 Teacher's Guide 

Series: Everyday Religion Wayland 

My Muslim Life My Sikh Life My Jewish Life My Christian Life My Hindu Life 

Series: Places of Worship Keystone 

Sikh trurdwara Christian Church Hindu Mandir 

Series: Bridges to Religion Heinemann 

Teacher's Resource Book One      ) Teacher's Resource Book Two      ) Meeting 

Christians Book One x 4 ) KS2 Meeting Christians Book Two x 4 ) 

Series: Bridges to Religion   KS1   Heinemann 

Teacher's Guide Lucy's Sunday x 2 Something to Share x 2 The Seventh Day is 

Shabbat x 2 An Egg for Babcha x 2 The Buddha's Birthday x 2 

 

Series: Sunshine Books    KS1 

Moses on the Mountain 

The Birth of Jesus 

The Buddha and the Bodhi Tree 

The Story of Easter 

The Jews leave Egypt 

The Story of Id 

People Jesus Met 

The Story of Prahlad 

Guru Nanak 

The Birth of Krishna 

The Teacher's Guide 

Series: Celebrations 

Dat's New Year Sam's Passover New 

Baby 

Series: A World of Festivals Evans 

Carnival 

Thanksgiving 

Hanukkah 

Easter 
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Barclays Bank Multicultural pack Carnival 

 

World Religions Bedfordshire R.E. Series 

 

Student Handbook for Religious Education Pearson 

 

Folens R.E. Christianity and Buddhism Bk 2 Folens  

 

R.E. Christianity Book 2 

 

A Lion Handbook  The World's Religions Lion 

 

World Religions A Guide to Faiths that 

 

Shape the World    Lion 

Dates and meanings t>f Religious and 

Other Festivals Foulsham 

A Pictorial Guide to Hinduism CEM 

A Pictorial Guide to Judaism A Pictorial 

Guide to Sikhism A Pictorial Guide to 

Buddhism 

Exploring Islam - CEM 

Exploring Judaism 

Holy Cities Mecca Evans 

Holy Cities Jerusalem 

Judaism Resource Pack CEMW 

The Jewish Faith and Its Heroes Schofield and Sims 

Stories of Faith 

 

Christianity 

Sixty Bible Stories for R.E.                                                   Bedfordshire Education 

The Lord's Prayer 

The Ten Commandments 

Followers of Jesus. The Story of 15 Christians 

KS1 Before the Stars were made 

New Testament Tales 

Harvest 

KS1 God's Quiet Things 

Faith in Action. In His Service Books 1,2,& 3 

KS1 A First Look. 'Jesus' 'God' 

  

Picture Books 

The Great Flood The Story of Creation 

Noah's Ark Jonah and the Big Fish 

Noah's Ark 

Behold the Land 

The School Study Bible Book One 

Book Two 
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Book Three 

Book Five 

Winding Quest 

I am a Christian 

Worlds Work Children's Book 

Kingsway .Kingsway Kingsway 

Orian 

George Philip 

Oxford University Press 

Franklin Watts 

  

General 

Teaching R.E. 

The Church 

Islam 

God , 

Buddhism 

Sikhism 

Judaism 

The Bible 

Pentecost 

Worship 

Festival 

Founders and Leaders 

Sacred Writings 

Community 

Symbol 

CEM 

`Folens Primary R.E. 

Special Times Creation Key Figures People-and Worship 

 

LCP Scheme of Work for KS2 

 

 

 

Teaching RE 

Expressing Belief 
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Spring Festival 

Religious Education Topics 

RE Teaching 

RE Handbook - A Resource for Primary Teachers 

Religious Education and Collective Worship 1994 

Exploring a Theme 

Barriers 

Journeys 

Special Books 

Leaders 

Symbols of dress and ritual 

Gifts and gift bringers 

Water 

Questions 

Places of Worship 

Spring Festival 

Posters with notes.      My Religion Religious 

Education in the Junior School 

Longman Oliver 

and Boyd 

S.U. 

C.E.M 

Pictorial Charts 

Dyfed CC 

  

Indivudual 

Stories. 

 

 

 

  

Love All Creatures 

Pavan is a Sikh 

The Goodbye Boat - Mary Joslin 

Siddharta and the Swan 

The Good Man of Assisi 

''Good Day India'       'What a Difference' 

The Story of the Creation 

Resources with Videos 

'Animated Bible Stories' 

Water, Moon, Candle, Tree, Sword Water, Moon, 

Candle, Tree, Sword Dottie and Buzz 

Bibles 

20 Bibles for class use The Graphic 

Bible 

Rainbow Good News Bible 

Lion

 

Activity Book Stop Look Listen. 

Activity Book 

Teachers Guide 

Activity Book 
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Assembly Books 

All Year Round   Assemblies for Special Days and Celebrations PFP 

The Infant Assembly Book Doreen Vanse       x 2 

Macdonald 

Education In Human Values Books 1 & 2 

The Best of Assembly File Ages 7-12       PFP   ' 

Ideas for Creative Worship CEM 

Religion, Education and Life Collins Junior Handbook 

Religion, Education and Life Infant Assembly Book 

Religion, Education and Life Teachers Book 

Starting with Me Belair 

Meeting Points Longmann 

Assemblies for Primary Schools        Spring Term x 3        ACT 

Summer Term x3 

Autumn Term x 3 

Hand in Hand Assembly Book Longmann 

See, Another Day 7-12 Year Olds Geoff Davies    NPP 

Come Alive     A Resource Book for First School    Oliver & Boyd Assemblies Assemblies    

A-Z 

Tell us a Story Rev. Dr. G E Stewart Topical Resouces 

Tell us Some More Rev. Dr."G E Stewart 

Tell us Another Rev. Dr. G E Stewart 

101 School Assemblies    Book 1, 2 & 3 Foulsham 

Heroes of the Faiths   Assembly Stories from around the World     Oxford 

Maps and Posters 

Bible Maps and Charts David Cook 

Pictures and Poems   Philip Green 

Poster Pack * Folens Primary R.E. 

 

Prayer Books 

When You Pray With 7-10's    NCEC 

365 Children's Prayers -  Lion 

The Lion Book of First Prayers  Lion 

The Lion Book of Children's Prayers  Lion 

What Shall We Say To God Today?  NCEC 

Book Of Prayers    Purnell 
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My Own Book Of Prayers    Lion 

 

Videos 

Christian Aid 

Stop Look Listen 

Stop Look Listen 

Quest 

Quest 

BBC Wales 

BBC 

BBC 

WATCH  

Judaism Islam. 

 

WATCH VIDEO PLUS WATCH VIDEO PLUS 

'Good Day India' 

'Water, Moon, Candle, Tree, Sword' 

'Animated Bible Stories' 

'Life Stories' 

'Animated World Faiths' 

'Practising Beliefs' 

'Pathways of Belief 

'Pathways of Belief 

'Festivals'  1. Nativity 

'Festivals' 2. Eid, Diwali, Chinese New Year, 

Carnival 

'Places for Worship' 'Faith Stories

 

Artefacts - Individual boxes containing artefacts for each World Religion 

'Sikhism' 

'Hinduism' 

'Buddhism' 

'Judaism' 

'Christianity' 

'Islam' 

Hinduism. 

Sikhism 


