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MUSIC POLICY  

Purpose  
This policy outlines the purpose, nature and management of the music taught in Llanidloes County 

Primary School. The policy reflects the work of the teaching staff and has been compiled by the music 

co-ordinator.  

 

The implementation of this policy is the responsibility of the Headteacher, music co-ordinator, 

peripatetic music staff and all class teachers.  

 

Core Aims  
In our teaching of music we aim to:  

 Fulfil the requirements of the Framework for Children’s Learning for 3-7 year olds and 

Curriculum 2008 for Key Stage 2 children.  

 Provide opportunities where children can apply key skills to enhance their understanding of 

Musical concepts.  

 Use appropriate musical vocabulary to communicate ideas.  

 Foster the sensitivity of children to music, and their understanding and enjoyment of the 

subject through active participation in APPRAISING, COMPOSING and PERFORMING.  

 Foster children’s self-esteem in accomplishment, both individually and in a group.  

 Provide pupils with the opportunities of developing thinking, communication, ICT and 

number skills in a variety of different ways and in a variety of contexts. .  

 Nurture the following transferable skills and characteristics in the children:  

o appreciation and recognition of aesthetic differences;  

o listening skills and sensitivity to sounds;  

o imagination, inventiveness, exploration and creativity;  

o intellectual and artistic skills;  

o the ability to execute the process of creating, refining and presenting a standard piece 

of work successfully;  

o communication skills (verbal and non-verbal);  

o social skills – leadership, co-operation, tolerance and self-confidence;  

o self-motivation, self-discipline, self-analysis and self-evaluation.  

 

 

Specific Aims 

The Early Years children will be given experiences which will form the foundations of their 

confidence and enjoyment in technology. They will be encouraged to begin to:  

 Explore and organise sounds.  

 Create their own musical ideas.  

 Sing a range of songs.  

 Play simple rhythmic and melodic patterns.  

 Recognise and describe sounds.  

 Reflect on their own and others’ music.  

 Develop increasing control of the musical elements.  

 Make broad distinctions within the elements.  

 

Foundation Phase (Creative Development)  

Children should be continually developing their imagination and creativity across the curriculum. 

Their natural curiosity and disposition to learn should be stimulated by everyday sensory experiences, 

both indoors and outdoors. Children should engage in creative, imaginative and expressive activities 

in art, craft, design, music, dance and movement. Children should explore a wide range of stimuli, 

develop their ability to communicate and express their creative ideas, and reflect on their work.  

The skills and range developed are outlined in “The Framework for Children’s Learning for 3-7 year 

olds in Wales” pages 39-41.  



Key Stage 2  
At Key Stage 2, music activities should enable learners to build on the skills, knowledge and 

understanding acquired during the Foundation Phase.  

Music education enables learners to engage with and enjoy making music. Through active 

involvement in performing, composing and appraising, learners will develop their sensitivity to and 

understanding of music. Learners will develop musical skills relating to the control, manipulation and 

presentation of sound. At Key Stage 2, these skills include singing, playing instruments and 

practising; composing and arranging music; and listening to and appraising music.  

Learners should improve their performing, composing and appraising by developing and applying 

their thinking and communication skills, and give due regard to health and safety.  

There are 3 attainment targets contained in the National Curriculum orders:-  

1. Performing.  

2. Composing.  

3. Appraising. 

 

Broad Content 

 

Performing  

1. Sing with increasing control of breathing, posture, diction, dynamics, phrasing, pitch and 

duration.  

2. Play instruments, using appropriate techniques and with increasing dexterity and control of 

sound.  

3. Practise and evaluate their performing in order to improve it.  

4. Maintain a part as a member of a group in a part song.  

5. Maintain an individual instrumental part in a group piece.  

6. Imitate, memorise, internalise (hear in their heads) and recall musical patterns and songs.  

7. Communicate with others when performing.  

8. Plan and make decisions about which music to perform and how to perform it.  

 

The repertoire for performing should be taken from the past and present. This repertoire should 

include music from the European ‘classical’ tradition, folk and popular music, the music of Wales and 

other musical traditions and cultures. It should extend pupils’ musical experience, be progressively 

more demanding and take account of pupils‟  needs, interests, backgrounds and stages of musical 

development.  

 

The repertoire for singing should include unison and simple part songs e.g. rounds, songs with a 

descant, cerdd dant arrangements, etc. and be appropriate for pupils’ vocal range.  

 

Each pupil should gain experience of playing a wide range of tuned and untuned instruments, e.g. 

percussion, recorders, electronic keyboards etc.  

 

Composing  

1. Improvise, compose and arrange music.  

2. Explore, use, create, select and organise sounds for a musical purpose.  

3. Develop and refine musical ideas, and evaluate their work in order to improve it.  

4. Communicate ideas and emotions through music.  

 

Composing activities should involve the exploration and use of a wide range of sound sources, e.g. 

pupils’ voices and bodies, sounds from the environment, instruments and music technology. The 

stimuli for composing should be musical, e.g. a five-note scale and extra-musical, e.g. a picture, 

sculpture or poem.  

 

  



Appraising  

1. Listen to and appraise music.  

2. Make distinctions within the musical element.  

3. Recognise and describe musical characteristics.  

4. Discuss and evaluate music, making connections between their own and others’ work.  

 

The repertoire for listening should include pupils’ own compositions and performances and the music 

of others, of varied genres and styles, from different times and cultures. It should link with and extend 

pupils’ musical experiences and include examples taken from the European ‘classical’ tradition, folk 

and popular music, the music of Wales, and other musical traditions and cultures.  

 

 

Provision And Organisation  

Music is developed in a number of ways:  

 Class music lessons, using the Music Express scheme of work. This serves as a base to aid 

and enhance our teaching, but is not intended to be rigidly adhered to. Teachers should make 

professional judgements about when to adapt, miss out or add additional materials where this 

would benefit learning e.g. to link with class topics. Music express is organised into half-

termly teaching units and it also provides the necessary details, activities, accompaniments 

and recordings on CD to support our music teaching.  

  Whole school activities such as assemblies and concerts.  

 Use of a music corner/sound tables in the Foundation Phase.  

  Individual, pairs, group and whole class work.  

 Other curricular areas e.g. Topic work (Tudor music etc.).  

 Peripatetic musical tuition.  

 

Hymn practice and singing sessions are held weekly for all Foundation Phase and Key Stage 2 pupils. 

A varied repertoire of songs/hymns is taught. These are prepared for use during assemblies, special 

events and concerts. Individual children who are proficient in playing musical instruments accompany 

have opportunity to perform during these sessions when appropriate.  

The Music Express scheme of work is taught by the class teacher or PPA teacher 

 

Eisteddfodau provide Key Stage 2 children with the opportunity to take part in choral work, including 

a variety of form and genre.  

 

Peripatetic Instrumental Teaching  

 Several children are learning to play the guitar, brass, woodwind and stringed instruments. 

Lessons are funded by parents. 

 Recorders for Year _____     take place, in the ____________________term.  

 

Time Allocation 

 

 

 

 

The Learning Environment 

The pupils’ learning environment will extend beyond the immediate classroom, and use will be made 

of the outdoors wherever appropriate.  Off-site visits will also be used to enhance pupils’ 

understanding and experiences where available. 

 

 

 

 

 



National Literacy and Numeracy Framework 

 

The National Literacy and Numeracy framework (LNF) was introduced in 2013 to help 

Welsh pupils develop excellent literacy and numeracy skills during their time at school. 

 

Curriculum planning in all subject areas will take account of the LNF to ensure the 

development of literacy and numeracy skills across the curriculum. 

 

In order to embed the LNF in all teaching and learning, literacy and numeracy skills have 

become the primary focus for planning in all subjects including ICT.  

 

Within literacy, the strands are: 

 Oracy across the curriculum 

 Reading across the curriculum 

 Writing across the curriculum 

 

Within numeracy, the strands are: 

 Developing numerical reasoning 

 Using number skills 

 Using measuring skills 

 Using data skills 
 

 

Key Skills  
There are many areas of music that lend themselves to promoting thinking, literacy, numeracy and the 

use of ICT. Music is used as a vehicle to promote the ‘Key Skills 3-19’ document.  

Learners develop their:  

 Thinking across the curriculum through the processes of planning, developing and reflecting.  

In music, learners plan, develop and reflect both over time and during live music-making. For 

example, learners choose suitable resources for performing and composing, create and develop 

musical ideas, evaluate their own and others’ music and reflect on their methods of working.  

 

 

 ICT skills across the curriculum by finding, developing, creating and presenting information 

and ideas and by using a wide range of equipment and software.  

In music, learners develop and apply their ICT skills by using music technology to explore, create, 

develop and realise musical ideas.  

 

  



Thinking Skills / Assessment for Learning 

We endeavour to develop the following by incorporating a range of strategies and techniques: 

 
 

 

 

Additional Learning Needs  
Every classroom will endeavour to provide for pupils with special educational needs. For those pupils 

who may need the provision, the work may be adapted where necessary to enable individual pupils to 

progress and demonstrate achievement. Such material should be presented in contexts suitable to the 

pupil’s age and experience. All activities will be planned in such a way as to encourage full and active 

participation by all pupils irrespective of ability.  

 

As a subject, Music has many characteristics that help less able children achieve a great degree of 

success. Every effort will be made to utilise these characteristics using the following techniques:  

 An emphasis on first hand experiences;  

 Developing knowledge and skills in small steps through practical activity, so aiding 

concentration;  

  Working on a variety of activities to allow pupils to share strengths and help each other;  

  Encouraging pupils‟  work to be recorded in a variety of ways;  

  Simplifying the language of instructions for pupils with reading difficulties;  

 Allowing time for completion of work.  

 

MAT pupils are provided with opportunities to extend their learning. E.g. 

 Working in, and recording work, in a variety of ways;  

 Allowing more independence when attempting compositions;  

  Opportunities for open ended tasks;  

 Allowing them opportunities to present their work to the rest of the class or school.  

 

Equality  
We endeavour to provide equal opportunities to all our pupils, regardless of gender, race or ability. 

See Equal Opportunities policy for further details. 

 

  



Health and Safety 

 

The school is aware of the Health and Safety issues involved in children’s learning in Music and 

follows the recommendations made by Powys County Council. The school will carry out risk 

assessments of activities that fall outside of ordinary classroom expectations.   

 

Bilingualism and Cwricwlwm Cymraeg  
The school will develop a positive attitude to the development of incidental Welsh through music. 

Both children and staff, teaching and non-teaching, will be encouraged to use Welsh throughout 

music lessons.  

Opportunities are provided to develop bilingualism through a range of songs in the Welsh language.  

 

In music, learners perform and listen to the music of Wales, from the past and present. This includes 

music from the classical tradition, folk and popular music, and other traditions and cultures, which 

represent the communities of Wales. Composing activities may be based on extra-musical stimuli 

such as literature, visual art, or physical landscape of Wales. 

 

Children are given the opportunity to experience a range of traditional and modern music by Welsh 

composers and to participate in celebration of Welsh culture through music.  

 

Information and communication technology enhances the teaching of music, where appropriate in all 

key stages. ICT software is currently being reviewed and will be purchased when funding is available.  

 

 

Assessment, Recording and Reporting  
 Assessment in Music is on-going and formative with a variety of strategies used such as 

observation, discussion, marking and questioning. Assessment for learning (AFL) which is 

becoming embedded in the school encourages children to be more involved in their learning 

in Music. (See ARR policy for more information).  

 Feedback to pupils about their own progress in music is achieved when their efforts are 

praised and encouragement given to further their activities and experiences.  

 This is carried out through formal parent evenings and an annual written report which 

includes a way forward for the following year. 

 

Monitoring and Evaluation 

The purpose of monitoring and evaluation activities is to raise the overall quality of teaching and 

levels of pupil attainment. The Music co-coordinator and Head teacher will monitor the quality of 

teaching and learning as part of the school’s self-evaluation policy and monitoring cycle together with 

the teaching staff.  The quality of Music in the school will also be inspected as part of any ESTYN 

inspection of the school as a whole. 

Monitoring will focus on the development of the subject specific music skills and the use of cross 

curricular skills. 

 

 

 

The Role of the Science Co-coordinator 

At Llanidloes Primary School we have a designated member of staff who acts as a co-ordinator for 

Science.  At present the co-ordinator is Mrs Caroline Harries.  The co-ordinator is responsible for: 

 Identifying and leading development of the teaching of Music to all pupils 

 Reviewing the whole school policy as per the schools policy review programme. 

 Developing a Music scheme of work/learning programme for Key Stage 2, and working in 

liaison with Foundation Phase staff to ensure coverage of range and skills within the topic 

based approach. 



 Monitoring, evaluating and reviewing the effectiveness of the school’s Music programme as 

per the monitoring policy arrangements 

 Monitoring of standards of attainment in scientific skills and understanding throughout the 

school 

 Organisation and audit of resources 

 Keeping abreast of developments in Music and leading new initiatives at a school level. 

 

 

Resources  
 All untuned percussion are stored in the music area.  

 The school piano is kept in the hall. There are a number of additional pianos throughout the 

school. 

 A portable sound system with tape and CD player is available in the hall.  

  Our CD collection and song books are kept in the hall and library.  

  A number of teachers have their own music resources for hymns, songs, nursery rhyme, 

welsh and action songs etc.  

 Most class teachers have their own copy of Music Express.  

 Additional curriculum support materials and resources will be considered according to whole 

school needs and funds available.  

 

 

 

ESDGC 

Education for Sustainable Development and Global Citizenship (ESDGC) is an integral part 

of the Music curriculum. ESDGC allows the children to make links with the environment, 

the world and ways that living things relate to each other. Pupils recognise there are 

connections with everyday life and the wider world, through investigations, visits and 

visitors.  

 

 

  

 

 

  

  

 


