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Purpose 

 

This policy sets out our vision and approach to the teaching of ICT skills at Llanidloes CP 

School.  It should be read in conjunction with the following school policies: 

 Teaching and Learning Policy 

 Curriculum Statement 

 Assessment, Recording and Reporting Policy 

 Policy for PSE ? 

 

Vision 

 

We believe that ICT competence is now a prerequisite for educational achievement and that 

pupils should be helped to become safe and skilful users of ICT in their learning, their leisure 

and ultimately their career.    

We recognise the unique capacity of ICT to contribute to teaching and learning across the 

whole curriculum and endeavour to incorporate meaningful experiences where pupils can use 

and develop their ICT skills in the context of other subjects.   

In order to embed these skills, we recognise that pupils need regular access, across a range of 

contexts, to a wide range of quality hardware and digital resources.   

We want the practitioners working with our pupils to be competent and confident users of 

ICT, participating in their own learning journeys with technology. 

 

 

Core Aims 

 

In the Foundation Phase, ICT should be holistic and integral to all Areas of Learning. 

Children’s ICT skills, knowledge and understanding should be developed through a range of 

experiences that involve them in finding and developing information and ideas and creating 

and presenting information and ideas. Children’s progression in ICT capability should be 

observed with an understanding of child development and the stages children move 

through. 

 

At Key Stage 2, learners should be given opportunities to build on their experiences during 

the Foundation Phase. They should be taught to consider the sort of information they require 

to support their tasks and activities and how they might locate that information; to use an 

increasing range of ICT tools and resources to find, process and communicate relevant 

information from a variety of given safe and suitable sources; to develop and communicate 

their ideas in appropriate ways with a developing sense of purpose and audience. 

 

Specific Aims 

 

We use the Powys Scheme of Work for ICT, based on “Information and Communication 

Technology in the National Curriculum for Wales”, which details a progression of skills 

which pupils are expected to acquire, year by year. We expect all pupils to work through this 

progression and aim for the majority of pupils to have age-appropriate skills or better. The 

online record keeping system currently used by the school mirrors this skills progression very 

closely. 

 

The ICT skills fall into two broad areas, “Find and Analyse Information” and “Create and 

Communicate Information”. Clearly this information has to be about something and we 

believe pupils learn better when the information relates to subjects the pupils are currently 

investigating in other subjects. We aim to plan learning experiences where ICT skills are 



acquired in the context of another subject's content e.g. the ICT skills to produce a newspaper 

page might be taught within a history context, the product being a newspaper front page about 

the Gunpowder Plot. 

 

The expectation (as stated in the National Curriculum documents and the Skills Framework 

for 3-19 year-olds in Wales) is that learning in other subject areas is subsequently enhanced as 

opportunities are created for pupils to consolidate their ICT skills in those subjects e.g. they 

could go on to create a newspaper front page about issues such as flooding or green energy.    

 

Time Allocation 

 

In KS2, pupils are currently taught ICT in the class teachers' PPA time. Pupils spend about 

2hrs in the ICT suite each week. 

 

Broad Content 

 

The ICT skills fall into two broad areas, “Find and Analyse Information” and “Create and 

Communicate Information”.(See Powys Scheme of Work attached) 

The national curriculum document states that: 

Pupils should be given opportunities to: 

• use ICT tools and suitable information sources safely and legally, in accordance with 

LEA/school guidelines 

• use a range of ICT resources and equipment independently and collaboratively, e.g. cameras, 

scanners, CD/DVD players, MP3 players, mobile phones, PDAs 

• use ICT sources of information and non-ICT sources of information 

• use ICT to further their understanding of information they have retrieved and processed 

• use ICT to explore and to solve problems in the context of work across a variety of subjects 

• draw upon their experiences of using ICT to form judgements about its value in supporting 

their work 

• store and retrieve information they have found or created 

• evaluate their work and learning 

• discuss new developments in ICT and the use of ICT in the wider world. 

Additionally there is an element called “Health, safety and child protection” which states: 

Pupils should be taught how to use ICT comfortably, safely and responsibly, and to consider 

the hazards and risks in their activities, e.g. the importance of not disclosing personal details 

to strangers. They should be able to follow instructions to minimise risk to themselves 

and others. 

 

Teaching Strategies 

 

We believe children learn best when: 

 Prior learning is established and links to their own lives are established; 

 They are actively involved in their learning; 

 They are given time to explore, question and experiment; 

 They feel their ideas and opinions are valued; 

 They are confident about taking risks in order to extend their understanding. 

 

In order to fulfil the National Curriculum requirements and incorporate the above statements, 

an enquiry based approach will be followed, using the range elements within the curriculum 

as the vehicle for developing the skills.  Enquiry will be developed in meaningful contexts.   

 



It is however usual that the teacher will demonstrate how to achieve a particular result (e.g. 

underlining text or creating an animation). The teacher or a fellow pupil will model the skill  

before the pupils apply  the particular skill in their own work. 

 

A typical structure for a unit of work would be: 

1. Activate prior learning - make links, question etc. Use mind maps, picture sequencing, 

concept mapping, discussion, records made during previous learning etc. 

2. Teaching – new skills/vocabulary/concepts, including teacher led investigation or 

demonstration where appropriate 

3. Research/Create – time to embed and extend understanding, applying skills and 

exploring own ideas/questions 

4. Reflect – on both the learning and the process of the learning 

 

The Learning Programme/scheme of work will ensure that the range within the ICT 

curriculum is fully planned for.  The range of the ICT curriculum and other curriculum 

subjects will act as the vehicle through which the skills are developed. 

 

The Learning Environment 

 

The pupils’ learning environment will extend beyond the immediate classroom. Pupils are 

encouraged to continue to develop their ICT skills at home. 

 

National Literacy and Numeracy Framework 

 

The National Literacy and Numeracy framework (LNF) was introduced in 2013 to help Welsh 

pupils develop excellent literacy and numeracy skills during their time at school. 

 

Curriculum planning in all subject areas will take account of the LNF to ensure the 

development of literacy and numeracy skills across the curriculum. 

 

In order to embed the LNF in all teaching and learning, literacy and numeracy skills have 

become the primary focus for planning in all subjects including ICT.  

 

Within literacy, the strands are: 

 Oracy across the curriculum 

 Reading across the curriculum 

 Writing across the curriculum 

 

Within numeracy, the strands are: 

 Developing numerical reasoning 

 Using number skills 

 Using measuring skills 

 Using data skills 

 

 

Skills Framework 

 

Developing Thinking 

Learners develop their thinking across the curriculum through the processes of planning, 

developing and reflecting. 

In ICT, learners plan their activities identifying appropriate software and hardware. They 

consider the needs of the audience and they create and develop their presentations 



accordingly. They use ICT to explore and solve problems in a range of contexts and reflect on 

the strengths and weaknesses of their solutions. 

 

Developing ICT 

Learners develop their ICT skills across the curriculum by finding, developing, creating and 

presenting information and ideas and by using a wide range of equipment and software. 

Learners use ICT individually and collaboratively, depending on the nature and context of the 

task in hand. 

 

 

Thinking Skills / Assessment for Learning 

We develop the following by incorporating a range of strategies and techniques: self 

assessment, peer assessment, KWHL grids, diamond ranking etc. 

 

 

The Foundation Phase 

 

The “Framework for Children's Learning for 3 to 7-year-olds in Wales” states that: 

ICT should be holistic and integral across the curriculum. Children’s ICT skills, knowledge 

and understanding should be developed through a range of experiences that involve them (i) 

finding and developing information and ideas, (ii) creating and presenting information and 

ideas. 

Children’s progression in ICT capability should be observed with an understanding of child 

development and the stages children move through. Children should be given opportunities to 

develop their skills using a wide range of equipment and software. 

 

ICT is now incorporated into the Knowledge and Understanding of the World area within the 

Foundation Phase curriculum: “The children’s skills should be developed across all Areas of 

Learning through participation in experiential learning activities and through the use of 

sources such as ... ICT.” 

 

Pupils' skills and confidence will be developed through a range of experiences with 

technological toys as well as with computers (Interactive white boards, Beebots and digital 

cameras are currently available – touch screens and pad computers offer greater accessibility, 

these and further developing technologies will be introduced). Adult-focused tasks provide an 

opportunity for specific skills to be acquired which pupils can then develop (and pass on to 

their peers) in ICT based continuous provision.   

 

In recognition of the increasingly younger access to the internet and internet-enabled devices, 

age-appropriate lessons on e-Safety are delivered using materials available via the web from 

relevant agencies. 

 

Additional Learning Needs 

It is recognised that ICT has a particularly enabling role with regards to pupils with ALN and 

can be extremely motivating. ICT can facilitate access to the curriculum, it can provide 

alternative means of recording learning and can facilitate the creation and presentation of 

differentiated learning resources. 

For these reasons we regard access to appropriate, up-to-date facilities as an equal 

opportunities issue and of the highest priority.    

 



Work is planned and resources created that will enable all pupils to access the curriculum and 

develop the skills that are appropriate for them at their own stage of their learning.  Practical 

activities, concrete resources and LSAs in class are used wherever possible. 

SEN – Staff will ensure that specific difficulties will be supported and/or minimised to enable 

pupils to develop and use their ICT capability. 

MAT – the enquiry based approach provides many opportunities for MAT pupils to extend 

their learning. 

 

Equal Opportunities 

 

As stated above, we recognise that ICT has a particularly powerful enabling role to play in 

ensuring equality of opportunity. 

 

Also it is recognised that due to differences in financial status and the extremely rural nature 

of our catchment, not all pupils have access to computers or the internet at home. 

 

We endeavour to provide equal opportunities to all our pupils, regardless of gender, race or 

ability. 

See Equal Opportunities policy for further details. 

 

Health and Safety 

 

The school is aware of the Health and Safety issues involved in children’s learning in ICT and 

follows the recommendations made by Powys County Council.    

Opportunities are used to increase the pupils’ awareness of hazards and risks posed by the 

incorrect use of technology and to develop understanding of how they can keep themselves 

and others safe. 

The local police deliver an annual talk on esafety. 

 

The school will dispose of redundant equipment responsibly, safely and appropriately.  Every 

effort is made to recycle materials. 

See Health and Safety policy for further details 

 

Curriculum Cymreig 

 

ICT contributes to the Curriculum Cymreig by offering learners opportunities to find and 

analyse information about the rich characteristics of Wales and communicate their findings in 

a variety of ways. 

Whenever possible, pupils are offered learning activities with a Welsh or more local context.    

 

Bi-lingualism 

 

The Welsh language will be used to support the development of ICT where it is deemed 

appropriate. 

 

The Role of the ICT Co-coordinator 

 

At Llanidloes Primary School we have a designated member of staff who acts as a co-

ordinator for ICT.  At present the co-ordinator is Mr Stephen Partridge.  The co-ordinator is 

responsible for: 

 Teaching the subject of ICT to all KS2 pupils 



 Identifying and leading development of the teaching of ICT to Foundation Phase 

pupils 

 Reviewing the whole school policy as per the schools policy review programme. 

 Developing an ICT scheme of work/learning programme for Key Stage 2, and working 

in liaison with Foundation Phase staff to ensure coverage of range and skills within the topic 

based approach. 

 Monitoring, evaluating and reviewing the effectiveness of the school’s ICT 

programme as per the monitoring policy arrangements 

 Monitoring of standards of attainment in ICT skills throughout the school 

 Organisation and audit of resources 

 Keeping abreast of developments in ICT and leading ICT initiatives in school. 

 

Assessment 

 

Children’s development in ICT is assessed through a variety of ways: 

Short term assessments inform weekly planning, and allow staff to adjust planning to tackle 

issues that are pertinent to pupils at the time.  These short term assessments are also 

communicated to the pupils, through discussion and marking of work, to enable them to 

understand the next steps of their development and how to achieve it. 

Medium term assessments are recorded to track pupils’ progress in specific skills, and these 

judgements also inform future planning.  Use is made of Optional Assessment Materials as 

part of the curriculum where relevant, to aid teachers with judgements about pupils’ skills.  

These assessments will also feed into our tracking system. 

The tracking system provides a record of the specific skills (within overall ICT capability) 

which each individual pupil has mastered. 

 

Reporting to Parents 

 

This is carried out through formal parent evenings and an annual written report. 

Pupils' ICT work is regularly published on the school website, often on the day it was 

completed, to enable parents to see it (and to give pupils a real audience). For the same 

reasons, pupil work is regularly displayed on the large TV/monitor in the reception area. 

 

 

Monitoring and Evaluation 

 

The purpose of monitoring and evaluation activities is to raise the overall quality of teaching 

and levels of pupil attainment. The ICT co-coordinator and Head teacher will monitor the 

quality of teaching and learning as part of the school’s self-evaluation policy and monitoring 

cycle together with the teaching staff.   

An analysis of the use and development of ICT skills throughout the curriculum, as outlined 

in the Skills Framework document, will form part of any ESTYN inspection of the school as a 

whole. 

 

 

Resources 

As of Feb 2013 we have 49 PCs for pupil use and 2 colour laser printers. We have interactive 

white boards in ? Junior classrooms and one in the foundation phase. 

We use Open Office for our word processing, desktop publishing, presentations and 

spreadsheets across KS2. 

We have site licences for our database software, Information Workshop and   

We have licences for 16 installations of Clicker 4, 16 x Compose, 16 x Colour magic. 



 

Attach Powys Scheme of Work for ICT 

 

APPENDIX of Amendments 

 

   


