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Purpose 

 

This policy is a statement of the aims and objectives, and teaching strategies for English at 

Llanidloes CP School.  It should be read in conjunction with the following school policies: 

 Teaching and Learning Policy 

 Curriculum Statement 

 Assessment, Recording and Reporting Policy 

 Literacy Policy 

This policy will improve teaching and learning by ensuring that all staff understand the core 

aims and key objectives for teaching English. 

 

Core Aims 

 

English is the basic language of communication in school, and its mastery is a pre-requisite 

for educational progress. It is a subject within its own right, but developing the skills of 

literacy is essential for the whole curriculum. 

 

Specific Aims 

 

 To develop the necessary skills to use the English language confidently, appropriately 

and accurately; 

 To be able to speak clearly, fluently and cogently; 

 To be able to listen to the spoken word attentively, with understanding, pleasure and 

empathy; 

 To be able to read a range of materials in a variety of forms fluently and with 

understanding, for enjoyment and for information; 

 To be able to write effectively for a range of audiences and purposes using spelling, 

punctuation and syntax accurately and confidently; 

 To develop an investigative, systematic and reflective approach to learning; 

 To develop social and communication skills, thinking, ICT and number in this 

curriculum context; 

 To use literacy skills effectively throughout the curriculum as a tool for learning. 

 

Time Allocation 

 

The use and development of literacy skills occurs throughout the day, and it is difficult to 

estimate the time allocated, as it is an integral part of the wider curriculum. 

However, the teaching of specific English lessons (encompassing oracy, reading and writing, 

and all the facets of those areas) should be clearly timetabled for: 

Foundation Phase:  

Key Stage 2:  

The thematic approach to the curriculum creates a degree of ‘overlap’, whereby two subject 

areas are being covered within the same lesson. For example, using scientific research on the 

planets to write non-chronological reports, or using recount to retell the Passover in RE. 

 

Broad Content 

 

The 3 main areas of English are oracy, reading and writing.  These areas should be developed 

as an integrated programme, with each supporting the development of the other. 

Oracy – developing speaking and listening through planned opportunities: drama, debate, role 

play, story telling, news, interviews, talk partners, circle time, etc. 



Reading – structured schemes for individual and guided reading, real books, phonics and 

word recognition teaching, book studies, library skills, text immersion etc. 

Writing – a range of contexts and stimuli covering story, poetry, plays and the six non-fiction 

text types, teaching of spelling through structured schemes, shared, paired and individual 

writing, teaching of punctuation, grammar, handwriting etc. 

 

Teaching Strategies 

 

We believe children learn best when: 

 Prior learning is established and tasks are pertinent to the child; 

 They are actively involved in their learning; 

 They are given time to explore, question and experiment with language and 

vocabulary; 

 They feel their ideas and opinions are valued; 

 They are confident about taking risks in order to extend their understanding and skills 

development. 

 

We advocate the use of ‘Pie Corbett and Sue Palmer’ strategies, developing Talk for Writing, 

with an emphasis on modelling and shared writing to improve standards.  A typical structure 

for a unit of work would be: 

1. Text type immersion and analysis – storytelling, drama, hot seating, analysis of texts 

and key features, visualisation, vocabulary extension etc.  This element enables oracy 

and reading to develop. 

2. Skills development – modelling, shared and guided writing, enabling honing of skills 

linked to genre, linked to further reading analysis and vocabulary development, and 

related punctuation and grammar work.  Formulation of success criteria for the genre. 

3. Writing – use of writing frames and guides to support work, shared, peer and 

individual writing, applying the skills developed. 

4. Reflect – on both the learning and the process of the learning, revisiting the success 

criteria. 

The scheme of work will ensure that the range within the curriculum is fully planned for.  The 

range will act as the vehicle through which the skills are developed.  Each stage of a unit 

should be used to develop the appropriate Developing Thinking and AfL strategies. 

 

The Learning Environment 

 

The pupils’ learning environment will extend beyond the immediate classroom, and use will 

be made of the outdoors wherever appropriate.  The curriculum will be enhanced by the use of 

visitors and professionals to school whenever possible, and by making use of the Bookrunner 

and library service. 

 

National Literacy and Numeracy Framework 

 

The National Literacy and Numeracy framework (LNF) was introduced in 2013 to help Welsh 

pupils develop excellent literacy and numeracy skills during their time at school. 

 

Curriculum planning in all subject areas will take account of the LNF to ensure the 

development of literacy and numeracy skills across the curriculum. 

 

In order to embed the LNF in all teaching and learning, literacy and numeracy skills have 

become the primary focus for planning in all subjects including ICT.  

 



Within literacy, the strands are: 

 Oracy across the curriculum 

 Reading across the curriculum 

 Writing across the curriculum 

 

Within numeracy, the strands are: 

 Developing numerical reasoning 

 Using number skills 

 Using measuring skills 

 Using data skills 

 

Skills Framework 

 

Developing Thinking 

Learners develop their thinking across the curriculum through the processes of planning, 

developing and reflecting. 

In English, learners explore, plan, develop and reflect on ideas through speech, reading and 

writing, responding to their own work as well as that of others. They analyse, structure and 

organise their work; use language creatively; use errors and unexpected outcomes to develop 

their learning; use their knowledge about language to explain and predict; describe links and 

similarities in language; identify patterns and formulate rules; discuss their language learning 

and evaluate their success. 

 

Developing ICT 

Learners develop their ICT skills across the curriculum by finding, developing, creating and 

presenting information and ideas and by using a wide range of equipment and software. 

In English, learners develop their ICT skills by communicating and sharing information, and 

by using technology to research, develop and present their work. 

 

 



Thinking Skills / Assessment for Learning 

We endeavour to develop the following by incorporating a range of strategies and techniques: 

 

 
 

The Foundation Phase 

 

English skills are now incorporated into the Language, Literacy and Communication area 

within the Foundation Phase curriculum. Ideas and understanding are developed through 

themes that place learning in a context, using a play based and active learning approach to 

develop oracy, reading and writing. 

 

Additional Learning Needs 

 

Staff will plan work that will enable all pupils to access the curriculum and develop the skills 

that are appropriate for them at that stage of their learning.  Use will be made of practical 

activities, concrete resources and LSAs in class wherever possible. 

SEN – Staff will ensure that specific difficulties will be supported and/or minimised to enable 

pupils to develop and express their English understanding. 

MAT – MAT pupils will be provided opportunities to extend the skills to the higher levels. 

 

Equal Opportunities 

 

We endeavour to provide equal opportunities to all our pupils, regardless of gender, race or 

ability. 

See Equal Opportunities policy for further details. 

 

Health and Safety 

 

The school follows the recommendations made by Powys County Council. The school will 

carry out risk assessments of activities that fall outside of ordinary classroom expectations, 



including off-site activities.  All adults having access to pupils will be subject to the Local 

Authorities policy on CRB checking.     

See Health and Safety, Safeguarding and Child Protection policies for further details. 

 

Curriculum Cymreig 

 

English contributes to the Curriculum Cymreig by offering learners the opportunity to 

develop an understanding and appreciation of Welsh writers and poets, and to explore texts in 

which the landscape, culture and peoples of Wales are the subject.  

 

Bi-lingualism 

 

Skills of oracy, reading and writing can be transferred to Welsh as a second language: 

Speaking and listening competently, and displaying the confidence to play with language and 

experiment with new words and language patterns is an integral part of developing any 

language; 

Understanding that written words hold meaning, and the phonetic nature of Welsh when 

decoding, can be naturally developed alongside English decoding skills; 

The ability to form letters, used punctuation accurately and reverse blending skills in reading 

into segmenting skills for spelling is also necessary in both languages. 

 

The Role of the English Co-coordinator 

 

At Llanidloes Primary School we have a designated member of staff who acts as a co-

ordinator for English.  At present the co-ordinator is Mrs Rachael Owen.  The co-ordinator is 

responsible for: 

 Identifying and leading development of the teaching of English to all pupils; 

 Reviewing the whole school policy as per the schools policy review programme; 

 Developing an English scheme of work for Key Stage 2, and working in liaison with 

Foundation Phase staff to ensure coverage of range and skills within the topic based 

approach; 

 Monitoring, evaluating and reviewing the effectiveness of the school’s English 

programme as per the monitoring policy arrangements; 

 Monitoring of standards of attainment in English skills and understanding throughout 

the school; 

 Organisation and audit of resources; 

 Keeping abreast of developments in English and leading new initiatives at a school 

level. 

 

Assessment 

 

Teachers will assess children’s development in English through a variety of ways: 

Short term assessments inform weekly planning, and allow staff to adjust planning to tackle 

issues that are pertinent to pupils at the time.  These short term assessments are also 

communicated to the pupils, through discussion and marking of work, to enable them to 

understand the next steps of their development and how to achieve it.  See Marking Policy for 

further information.  They may also include spelling tests, checks on sight vocabulary, and 

comments in reading records.  

Medium term assessments are recorded to track pupils’ progress in specific skills, and these 

judgments also inform future planning, as well as helping towards summative assessments.  

Use is made of video cameras in classes, to record speaking activities to aid assessment. 



Work is identified for pupil profiles, and this is retained as evidence of writing.  Additional 

reading tests are sometimes used to track progress over a few months.  These assessments will  

inform teachers when making judgements about attainment on Incerts, our tracking system. 

Summative assessments are the end of year assessments which are passed to future teachers. 

Pupils in year 2 and year 6 will be assessed against the Foundation Phase Outcomes and Level 

Descriptors respectively, unless disapplied from the curriculum.  A range of formal 

standardised tests are used to assess pupils progress, including reading and spelling tests. 

 

Reporting to Parents 

 

This is carried out through formal parent evenings and an annual written report which 

includes a way forward for the following year. 

Parents of pupils in year 2 and year 6 will also be informed of the outcomes/levels that the 

children have reached, and will be provided with comparative data alongside this. 

 

Monitoring and Evaluation 

 

The purpose of monitoring and evaluation activities is to raise the overall quality of teaching 

and levels of pupil attainment. The English co-coordinator and Head teacher will monitor the 

quality of teaching and learning as part of the school’s self-evaluation policy and monitoring 

cycle together with the teaching staff.  The quality of English in the school will also be 

inspected as part of any ESTYN inspection of the school as a whole. 

Monitoring will focus on the development of the subject specific English skills and the use of 

literacy skills across the curriculum. 

 

 

 

Resources 

 

Oracy:  

KS2 classes are equipped with video cameras and computers/projectors for play back 

purposes.   

Internet access enables audio and visual clips to be used to support learning. 

Reading:  

The Oxford Reading Tree is the main structured scheme within school.   

This is supplemented by additional books for specific purposes, e.g. Rapid Reader  

Nessy and Five Minute Box are available to support pupils further. 

Rigby Navigator, with additional Project X books are the main Guided Reading books. 

Writing: 

Sue Palmer writing frames Big Books are available through the school. 

There are a range of quality Big Books with examples of different genres available. 

Letters and Sounds, supplemented with Jolly Phonics resources, is the main phonics and high 

frequency word scheme in Foundation Phase, and into lower KS2 is deemed appropriate. 

Collins Spelling Scheme is available from Y2 if appropriate, and through the juniors for 

teaching spelling. 

Collins handwriting scheme is in place from Y1 upwards. 

 

 

APPENDIX of Amendments 


