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The Curriculum

The National Literacy and Numeracy Framework
The NLNF is, first and foremost, a curriculum planning tool that supports all teachers to embed literacy and numeracy in their teaching of the curriculum.
Current curriculum planning has been adapted to support cross curricular planning using the NLNF and tasks are set that aim to introduce, consolidate, apply and make progress in specific literacy and numeracy skills.
Although the NLNF identifies age appropriate literacy and numeracy skills, planning will need to take into account the different literary and numerical abilities of the pupils.
Using the NLNF, development of literacy and numeracy skills should be progressive; however this will need more careful attention in curriculum areas which are timetabled throughout the year such as science, to ensure there is clear progression from term to term.

Definition of Numeracy
‘Numeracy is not the same as mathematics.  Numeracy is proficiency with number that is acquired through being taught mathematics well.  Although pupils usually learn their numeracy skills during mathematics lessons, to be fully numerate they must be able to apply these skills in other subject areas and real-life contexts.’

Definition of Literacy 

“Literacy is the use of language skills in daily activities at school, at home, at work, and in the community.  It involves both using literacy skills and knowing how to use English and Welsh. 
Literacy describes a set of skills, including speaking, listening, reading and writing, which enable us to make sense of the world around us.  Literacy is not narrowly about the mechanics of being able to decode the words on a page or write a grammatically correct sentence, although these are essential skills in their own right.  It is about the skills needed to understand written and spoken language, to interpret what has been written or said, and draw inferences from the evidence that surrounds us.  It is also about being able to communicate in our turn – fluently, cogently and persuasively. “
Digital Competence Framework (DCF)

The framework encapsulates the skills that will help learners thrive in an increasingly digital world.  Digital Competence is one of three cross-curricular responsibilities alongside literacy and numeracy.  It focuses on developing digital skills which can be applied to a wide range of subjects and services.  The framework has four strands of equal importance:

· Citizenship;

· Interaction and collaboration;

· Production;

· Data and computational thinking.

Foundation Phase (FPh)
The youngest children in school experience a curriculum which is planned according to the requirements of the Foundation Phase Framework for Children’s Learning for 3 to 7 year olds in Wales.  A broad range of stimulating activities is provided to promote children’s development across the following areas of learning:

· Personal and Social Development, Well being and Cultural Diversity

· Language, Literacy and Communication Skills
· Mathematical Development and Numeracy

· Welsh Language Development

· Knowledge and Understanding of the World

· Physical Development

· Creative Development

· Religious Education (as per the Local Authority agreed syllabus)

 

The curriculum is planned mainly using a cross-curricular, thematic approach.  A balance of continuous provision, focussed tasks and enhanced activities are used to deliver the curriculum.  ICT skills are developed through all the areas of learning wherever appropriate.
Parents are informed which topic is being studied and we are always grateful when parents provide extra information or support.

Key Stage 2 (KS2)
Junior children follow the Key Stage 2 National Curriculum.  Planning in this phase also follows a broadly topic based approach, allowing links to made between subject areas that provide a context for learning.  The following subjects are planned for:
· English

· Mathematics

· Science

· Information Technology

· History

· Geography

· Art and Design

· Design and Technology

· Music

· Physical Education

· Religious Education (as per the Local Authority agreed syllabus)

 

In both the FPh and KS2 we also place an emphasis on the development of children’s skills and promote the development of thinking and ICT skills across the curriculum.

The school uses a variety of approaches in order to ensure that our children fulfil their potential.  The approaches encompass whole class teaching, group, paired and individual study.  Work is differentiated according to individual needs of the children.  We monitor and assess our pupils closely in order to provide for any additional learning or special educational need which may arise.

e-Safety

In accordance with Welsh Government guidelines, all pupils will be informed about e-Safety in accordance with their age and level of understanding.
e-Safety is the knowledge of how to maximise the user’s personal safety and minimise security risks to private information and property associated with using the internet, and from protection from computer crime in general.

1.
Personal and Social Development, Wellbeing and Cultural Diversity / Personal and Social Education

We aim to provide our children with an education which develops their personality and talents to the full.  We safeguard and promote the welfare of all children.  We promote positive attitudes and equal opportunities and encourage participation in all aspects of school life.
We aim to develop in our children a sense of personal and cultural identity that is receptive and respectful towards others.  We strive to engage children in the learning process and prepare them for life as global citizens.  There are various pupil groups, such as School Council, Eco Schools and Sports Council, to provide children with a voice and opportunities to be active citizens within the school community.  
Use of external organisations supports the curriculum further, e.g. the school nurse, the Schools Liaison Police Officer.

2.
Language, Literacy and Communication Skills / English

We aim to equip each child with the essential learning skills of literacy - listening, speaking, reading and writing - appropriate to his/her own stage of development, within a safe, lively, literacy rich, and stimulating environment where all are able to reach their potential.
These literacy skills are developed to enable the children to become independent and confident learners - able to enjoy, express themselves and communicate in a variety of situations.
Literacy skills are vital to pupil progress, as they are the means by which the rest of the curriculum is accessed.
Experiences are enhanced by visitors (poets, story writers, theatre groups), visits and access to the Powys Schools Library Services (Bookrunner Bus, project loan books).
3.
Mathematical Development / Mathematics
During the FPh, children develop their skills, knowledge and understanding of mathematics through oral, practical and play activities.  They enjoy using and applying mathematics in practical tasks, in real-life problems, and within mathematics itself.  They use a variety of ICT resources as tools for exploring number, for obtaining real-life data and for presenting their findings.
At KS2, the children are given opportunities to build on the skills they have started to acquire and develop during the Foundation Phase.  They continue to acquire, develop, practise, apply and refine these skills through group and individual tasks in a variety of contexts across the curriculum.  Progress is seen in terms of the refinement of these skills and by their application to tasks that move from: concrete to abstract; simple to complex; personal to the ‘big picture’; familiar to unfamiliar; and supported to independent and interdependent.

4.
Knowledge and Understanding of the World / Science

Within the FPh, children experience the familiar world through enquiry, whilst investigating the indoor and outdoor environments.  They are encouraged to increase their curiosity about the world around them by learning to explore, ask questions, experiment and try to find answers.

In KS2 the children build on their existing knowledge.  They are taught to relate their scientific skills, knowledge and understanding to applications of science in every day life, including current issues.  The children are encouraged to initiate explore and share ideas in addition to extending and refining their knowledge and understanding in new situations.

5.
Welsh Language Development / Welsh

Welsh as a second language is taught throughout the school.  In KS2 the Powys Scheme of Work is followed, supported by the Welsh Language service.  We encourage the children to use incidental Welsh as much as possible and to develop an appreciation of the cultural heritage of Wales through aspects of the Curriculum Cymreig and involvement in activities such as the Urdd.  An annual school Eisteddfod promotes the Welsh Language further, along with awards such as Dysgu’r Y Mis.

6.
Information Communication Technology
Pupils develop their ICT skills through a range of experiences across the wider curriculum.  Children, from the Nursery onwards, have access to learning through the use of computers.  They use information communication technology to create and communicate information in the form of text, images and sound; they begin to produce and use graphs and, as they progress, databases and spreadsheets; they learn about safe use of the internet and email.  The school encourages the pupils to seek information using our stock of tablet computers.

7.
Creative Development / Art and Design / Design Technology

In the FPh children’s art, craft and design skills are fostered through the use of their senses, imagination and experience.  They explore, investigate and take part in different kinds of play as well as planned activities including those they initiate themselves.
In KS2 they further develop their understanding and skills and take part in activities which involve designing and making objects, artefacts and images as well as appreciating the work of others.
Artists and others with specific skills are regularly invited into school to work with the children on specific projects. 
8. Creative Development / Music

Music is an important part of the life our school. 
In the FPh children’s musical skills are fostered through many activities and experiences. 
Performing, Composing and Appraising are the three aspects of music taught in the KS2 National Curriculum.  In addition to weekly music lessons, children have a regular singing practice.  KS2 pupils have the opportunity to receive lessons in piano woodwind, brass or string instruments from visiting teachers.  
We have a strong tradition of music making and have our own school choir and brass ensemble.  Children regularly perform for parents and others in the community.

9. Physical Development / Physical Education
As they move through the school, children are given a broad range of opportunity to develop their skills and performance.  Younger children explore and investigate the indoor and outdoor environments; develop an understanding of how their bodies move; become proficient in the basic actions of movement and learn to move safely and with increasing co-ordination.  Older children take part in gymnastics as well as a wide variety of sports and games.  All children in the school swim regularly in our nearby sports centre pool and children in KS2 classes can develop their interests through many extra curricular activities.  Regular use is made of external providers and organisations to enrich the curriculum with training, events and competitions across a variety of sports, including off-site residential activities for older pupils.
We promote an active lifestyle and a healthy diet.

10. 
Knowledge and Understanding of the World / History 
We adopt an enquiry-based approach to history, teaching children to ask questions and to answer them with available evidence and historical sources.  As well as studying selected periods of the History of Wales and Britain, pupils also learn about local history.  We try to enhance understanding by visits to places of historical interest, both locally and further afield.

11.
Knowledge and Understanding of the World / Geography

We base our work in Geography on practical activities and field work whenever possible.  The Llanidloes area is a rich resource for the study of the environment.  In addition to a study of our own locality, children also study contrasting localities in other parts of Wales, Britain and the World.
12.
Religious Education

We follow the Powys Agreed Syllabus for Religious Education.
Our children develop an understanding of and respect for various world religions.  They find out about lifestyles adopted by individuals and societies within different cultures around the world and how aspirations for such things as equality, social justice and peace are fostered.  Religious Education contributes to Personal and Social Education.  Children are given opportunities to promote their health and well being and moral and spiritual development.  They learn about sustainable development and global citizenship.
Parents have a right to withdraw their child wholly or partly from Religious Education.  This should be expressed, in writing, to the headteacher who will make arrangements for supervision. 
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