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WELCOME TO MARGAM CROESO I MARGAM 

 
Here at Margam Discovery Centre we want your child to have the best possible stay with us 
and this starts with letting you know all about what we do.  
 
Their adventure begins here...  
 
The Discovery Centre was opened in 2009 within the 850 acres of Margam Country Park 
(that’s the size of 600 football pitches! The Discovery Centre was built to be as 
environmentally friendly and sustainable as possible. We have won a number of awards for 
this and we want to pass on what we have learnt to your child, so that they can live more 
sustainably. During their stay we have some amazing activities for them to undertake and 
we want them to be fully prepared to try new things!  
 
WHAT TO EXPECT 
Where they will be staying, food and their spare time!  
 
Bedrooms 
Accommodation is split into 4 corridors. All of the bedrooms are en-suite with a shower, toilet 
and sink. Each room sleeps a maximum of four and is provided with bed linen and duvets 
(please DO NOT bring sleeping bags) – you just need to pack a towel.  Our accommodation is 
secure and requires a key and code to enter it (gain access), we always have a member of first 
aid qualified staff on duty 24 hours a day in case of emergency.  
 
Mealtimes 
Mealtimes can vary depending on the number of groups at the centre (the group tutor will 
inform them of the exact time) but are as follows. 
  
Breakfast : 8.00 – 8.30am  
Lunch - packed lunches are provided*  
Dinner – Between 5.00-6.00pm  
 
There are facilities in the common rooms for hot and cold drinks. Our catering staff make 
every effort to provide food that is healthy and nutritious. Please inform your trip organiser 
of any special dietary requirements that your child may have so that we can accommodate 
them.  
 
  



 

 
 

Field Studies Council is a Limited Company, registered in England 

and Wales No. 41261 and a Charity, No. 313364 Registered Office: 

Preston Montford, Shrewsbury, Shropshire. SY4 1HW 

 

President: Prof Timothy Burt 

Executive Committee Chairman: Prof Desmond Thompson 

Chief Executive: Mark Castle 

FSC Margam, Margam Discovery Centre, Margam Park, Port Talbot SA13 2UA 

01639 895636 enquiries.mp@field-studies-council.org 

 
www.field-studies-council.org 

 

Margam Discovery Centre is an Eco-Centre but what does that mean? And how can you and 
your family can help?! We believe the environment is really important and that we must do 
as much as is possible to help protect it. We are trying to set the best example and show 
others how to help towards a more sustainable future.  
 
We believe no one is too young or too old to learn how to protect and appreciate the 
environment. An environment we want to preserve for future generations. Here are a few 
things we like guests to think about when staying at Margam and how they can help in our 
eco goal, and possibly continue back at home after their stay.  
 
Water bottle 
Please pack a water bottle – Bringing your own water bottle means you can keep refilling it, 
which helps reduces waste. (It takes on average 450 years for 1 plastic bottle to degrade!) We 
do not provide other drinks at lunch.  
 
Energy isn’t free  
The energy that comes in to our homes comes from power stations that release carbon 
dioxide into the air. We use up so much electricity that all of this carbon dioxide is changing 
our world...maybe even forever.  
The Discovery Centre is fortunate enough to have wood chip burners and solar panels to 
provide hot water and heating.  
Our corridors, bathrooms and cafe lights have intelligent lighting with sensors to prevent us 
wasting electricity. Remembering to turn off lights and electronic appliances is a great way to 
reduce energy use... and energy bills!  
 
Reuse and Recycle  
We try not to waste anything and have separate bins for different forms of recycling. Lots of 
the things that you can recycle take hundreds of years to degrade on their own. Recycling is 
becoming easier and easier within local councils and can make a huge difference to global 
energy consumption.  
 
Saving Water 
Water is in high demand! Although there seems to be an abundance of it in South Wales, 
intensive agriculture industry and domestic use put a strain on our ecosystems. We have push 
buttons on all of our taps to reduce usage and encourage students to have short showers (but 
always long enough to get clean!) Some of our toilets around the centre use stored rainwater 
for flushing.  
 
Common Rooms and Spare time  
Students at the centre will spend the majority of their time undertaking a wide range of 
learning activities outside of the classroom and so their free time is limited. However, when 
they do get the chance to sit down we have common rooms with TV, the classrooms have 
interactive whiteboards to play videos and DVD if the class want to watch a film. There is also 
plenty of outdoor space for games etc. 
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WHAT TO BRING 
 
We aim to teach outside as much as possible come rain or shine so long as it’s safe. We want 
our students to be happy and comfortable – there is a strong possibility of their clothes 
getting wet and muddy so please try and pack the right clothing! 
 
NOTE: If you have your own wellies, waterproof coats and trousers please bring them with 
you however these items can be borrowed from the centre.   
 
If you are timetabled to undertake any adventurous activities such as canoeing and canyoning 
you will need to bring spare old trainers and a full set off clothes (swimmers also) that you 
may be completely submerged in! (please check with the trip organiser if this is required) 
 
You need to bring: 

o *Packed Lunch on day of Arrival (All other lunches will be provided)  
o Waterproof Jacket and trousers 
o a warm coat (Fleece jacket is ideal) 
o long sleeved fleece or sweater 
o warm shirts, T shirts or thermal tops 
o several pairs of trousers, tracksuit bottoms are ideal (no jeans for activities) 
o Underwear and plenty of socks (2 pairs per day) 
o Clothes for the evening/free-time (you may wear jeans!) 
o Pyjamas or night clothes 
o 2 good sized towels 
o Wash kit – no aerosols please as they will set off our smoke detectors 
o Any personal medicines required 
o Indoor shoes 
o 2 pairs of trainers with good tread – one for normal use, 1 old pair for wet 

activities  
o Wellington Boots and/or walking boots (they can borrow wellies!) 
o Plastic drinks bottle (1 litre if possible) and/or thermos flask depending on 

season 
o A small amount of money (£5-£10) 
o Rucksack (to carry things easily during activities) 

 
Other useful items: 

 Books/magazines, playing cards or games 

 Pencil case and notepad 

 Sun cream and sun hat 

 Torch or head-torch plus spare batteries 


