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Consultation Report - Pupil Summary  

This consultation report is a summary of the issues raised and questions asked by pupils during 
the consultation process and the responses from officers.  

A total of 3137 written responses were received.  Over 130 responses were from children and 
young people, most of whom attend schools in the upper Afan Valley. Pupil representatives of 
Cymer Afan Comprehensive and of the four primaries in the upper Afan Valley also attended pupil 
consultation meetings.  

General comments received during the consultation relate to the following themes: 

Education Wider Community 

Transport and travel Consultation processes 

Federation Finance 

21st century school projects Alternative organisation arrangements 

Building and building conditions  

 

The main issues raised by pupils related to; Transport, Education, Federation, 21st century 
school projects and the wider community. Below is a summary of the comments and concerns 
of pupils: 

Transport and travel 

 “We will spend more than 2 hours a day on a bus” 

 “How will children from up here be able to take part in extra curricular when they live 14.1 
miles away and cant get home? “ 

 “If children miss the bus they would miss an extra day of education, causing an impact on 
grades and GCSEs” 

 “If the bus comes early or we miss it for any reasons I wouldn’t like to be catching 3 public 
buses on my own.” 

 “How will children get to school if they have an appointment?” 

 “How will parents/carers/grandparents get to school if a pupil needs to be collected early 
due to illness or accident?” 

 “How can parents attend parents evening if they don’t drive? 

 “The weather up here is horrendous when it rains it pours and when it snows it snows really 
bad, how will the buses be able to get to the children in the horrendous weather 
conditions?” 

 “Children will have to get up much earlier to get the bus” 

 “What about children who get panicky on buses- how do you expect them to cope with 
travelling two hours a day on a bus, already dealing with severe anxiety?”  

 “I am worried that I will get bullied on the bus, this will be too long to put up with it.” 
 



 

 

 

Education  

 “Why close a school that is the 6th best in Wales and better than all other schools in Neath Port 
Talbot?”  

 “If this proposal is approved, can you ensure that I will have the same standard of education 
I’m getting now in my final year?” 

 “Closing Cymer Afan would affect the pupils and disturb their educations” 

 “Will we have the POD provision?”  

 “If friends go to different schools then friendships will be lost”.  

 “I’m really scared of being bullied in Cwm Brombil” 

 “If we go to a new school we will be bullied for our appearance and the way we do things” 
 
Federation 

 “If the comprehensive closes, all the primary schools are in danger of closing and you can’t 
expect 3 year olds to travel two hours every day for an education.” 

 “The primaries in the valley know the comp well but they do not know Margam well” 

 We are a federated school – this means our teachers teach in the primaries too, they  share 
their resources 

 
21st Century School Projects  

 “Why can’t you spend £30 million on a school for us, we are treated differently and it is wrong!  

 “New buildings don’t produce better results. What evidence is there that new schools are 
better?” 

 “What does 21st century education even mean? We have a 21st century education in Cymer!”  

 “Why are Cymer Afan pupils starting a year after everyone else?” 
 
Wider Community 

 “Our school is not just a school to me it is the beating heart of the valleys” 

 “Too much has been taken from the valley already” 

 “People will not want to live in the valley if there is no school where their children can be 
educated.” 

 “I think Cymer Comp is shutting because of the Bear Grylls Adventure Park” 
 

Officer Response: Transport and travel 
Many schools, including all secondary schools in Neath Port Talbot, admit pupils from outside of 
the immediate area of the school and very many children and young people are transported to 
school every day from all parts of the County Borough.  Arrangements for extra-curricular activities 
are a challenge for schools but with good management schools can make sure that all pupils have 
the opportunity to take part.   

There are a range of solutions operated by other schools to this challenge that include: 
arrangements with public transport companies, using school minibuses, arranging activities at 
lunchtime or other times during the school day or organising car shares with parents.   

It is the responsibility of parents/carers to make sure that their child catches the school bus on 
time every day or to make other arrangements for their child to make his/her way to school, as is 
the case for all other pupils in Neath Port Talbot using school or public transport,. 

Schools want to make sure that parents/carers are able to attend events and will make the effort to 
communicate effectively with them.  In some situations this could mean holding meetings in the 
community, for example in the local primary schools, to ensure that parents are able to attend. 

It is now known that Ysgol Cwm Brombil will start at 8.30am and finish at 3.00pm. This will mean 
an earlier start for most pupils than they currently have, but it will also mean that they will finish 
earlier, allowing time for extra-curricular activities both at school and in their home communities. 



 

 

 

It is recognised that weather conditions in the upper Afan Valley can be different from those nearer 
the coastline and that during the winter months snow and ice can be more of an issue.  However 
there is nothing to suggest major disruption of the bus services because of main highway 
conditions will be a regular event so it is unlikely that pupils’ education will suffer. 

There is no evidence to support the view that bullying is more likely to take place during the 
journey to school than anywhere else or that it is a problem on school transport. However,the 
Council accepts that bullying is unacceptable and would expect the school to deal with any 
incidents, and to work with the transport providors to prevent it happening again. The Council has 
a School Bus Travel Code  giving guidance to pupils on safe travel and responsible behaviour.  
The Travel Code gives advice on reporting poor behaviour or bullying.  Pupils not following the 
rules of the Code could lose their right to home to school transport. 

Discussions with pupils in various schools show that, for some, travelling to school by bus can 
lead to anxiety and stress, while for others the same journey can be an enjoyable and productive 
experience, where the opportunity to socialise with friends at the start and end of a school day is 
welcomed.  An understanding that pupils are individuals who will react differently to the same 
situation will make sure that transition activities can be planned to target support for those pupils 
who may initially be anxious and unhappy about travelling arrangements.  

Officer Response: Education 
This proposal is not being brought forward because Cymer Afan Comprehensive School is 
performing poorly or failing pupils, and the progress the school has made in recent years is 
recognised.  However the consultation document notes that pupils at Dyffryn School consistently 
attain good GCSE results, and there is nothing to suggest that Cymer Afan Comprehensive 
School pupils would not achieve at least the same standards should they transfer to Ysgol Cwm 
Brombil. 
 
Cymer Afan Comprehensive School has been recognised as providing a caring and nurturing 
environment.  This is true of other schools in Neath Port Talbot– for example in the Estyn 
inspection reports for the 3 secondary schools inspected during the same period as Cymer Afan 
Comprehensive school, care, support and guidance were reported to be ‘excellent’ in 2 of them 
and ‘good’ in the third.  
 
The intervention programmes which take place in the POD are similar to those taking place in 
other provisions in every secondary school in Neath Port Talbot, although they may have different 
titles in every school.  For example, ELSA is a pupil support programme, delivered by learning 
support assistants in the POD, which is also known to be successfully delivered in Dyffryn School. 
The support currently received by Cymer Afan Comprehensive school pupils with additional 
learning needs is likely to be of at least the same standard if they transfer to Ysgol Cwm Brombil. 
 
It seems very unlikely that upper Afan Valley pupils will be victimised or bullied because of where 
they live, particularly in a school such as Ysgol Cwm Brombil which will have pupils from many 
different areas of Port Talbot.  Once pupils start at Ysgol Cwm Brombil they will become pupils of 
that school and will be treated as such by staff and by other pupils. Good transition between the 
two schools will help to make sure that pupils are able to make friends before they start. 
Addressing worries about bullying will be a focus for transition work between the two schools if the 
proposal is approved.   
 
Particular concerns have been raised over pupils in Year 10 and 11 who will be sitting GCSE 
examinations at the time of the proposed move.  Good planning and communication between the 
two schools and support from local authority officers should lessen the disruption for pupils. This 
has happened successfully in other schools. 

 



 

 

 

Officer response: Federation  
Currently, the Council has no plans to close any of the federated primary schools.  The four 
remaining schools are able to continue to benefit from being a federation.  

There is no reason why transition couldn’t still take place between the primary schools and Ysgol 
Cwm Brombil just as well as current arrangements, although it may need some careful planning.  
Many schools across the County Borough have very good transition arrangements, even where 
there are distances between the secondary and partner primary schools that make the 
arrangements more challenging. 

Officer response: 21st century school projects   
The Welsh Government’s 21st Century Schools Programme funding is intended to deliver new 
build schools, and is not for maintenance and repair schemes. Funding for a new school through 
the Welsh Government’s 21st Century School Programme requires that 50% of the costs are met 
by the Council.  As the Council has limited resources, there is a need to make sure that these are 
used efficiently and so projects that give best value for money are proposed. Supporting a new 
build, small secondary school would not be considered to represent good value for money.  

21st century education does not mean that pupils in new schools will be taught a different 
curriculum to any other pupil, but it does mean that they will benefit from having a 21st century 
learning environment, built specifically to meet the needs and aspirations of education at this time 
and for the foreseeable future.  There is a growing body of research available which highlights how 
an improved learning environment can be of benefit. 

There are some advantages for Cymer Afan Comprehensive school pupils in not joining until the 
year after the school opens.  This will give parents and new pupils an opportunity to see the school 
in operation and for transition events to take place in a finished building with arrangements already 
in place.   

Officer Response: Wider Community  
A Community Impact Assessment has been undertaken to provide information on the impact of 
the proposal on the local community’s access to facilities and services currently available at the 
school.  The assessment has found that there are opportunities to relocate community based 
activity from the school to alternative locations.  These locations can be improved as appropriate 
with no loss of facilities for the wider community.  

The proposal aims to provide children and young people who live in the upper Afan Valley with 
greater opportunities and experiences than they currently have.   

The proposed Afan Valley Adventure Resort is at the very early stages of development and does 
not have any direct relation to this proposal.  There are no plans to sell the school land to the 
developers for the scheme.  
 

What happens next?  

Following the publication of the full consultation report, should the Council decide to progress then 
the next stage will be for it to publish a proposal, allowing 28 days for objections. 
 
Comments made during the consultation period will not be treated as objections.  Anyone, 
including pupils, wishing to object will need to do so in writing during the statutory objection period.   
 
The full consultation report contains greater detail of the queries and comments made by 
pupils and others along with responses given. The full document can be found at 
www.npt.gov.uk/1891. Your school should also be able to give you a copy if you request 
one.   

http://www.npt.gov.uk/1891

