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To the Community of the Upper Afan Valley and beyond, 
 

We would like to thank you for your support and hard work in the fight to stop proposals to 

close Cymer Afan Comprehensive School. This letter explains what is happening. 

 

 

What does ‘consultation’ actually mean? 
 

Each council in Wales must follow Welsh Government rules when considering changes to 

schools and councils must hold a ‘consultation’ with all interested people.  The consultation will 

help the council cabinet make a decision about the future of Cymer Afan Comprehensive 

School. All of your responses will be considered.  Councillors who make decisions are informed 

of all issues, viewpoints, implications, groups or options that may have been overlooked. 

 

 

The consultation will run between 11th December 2017 and 14th February 2018 

 

 

What is the council proposing for this consultation? 
 

The council propose to close Cymer Afan Comprehensive School.  The pupils would be educated 

at Ysgol Newydd Margam from the age of 11 to 16. 

 

 

Will I have the opportunity to meet with the council to have our say? 
 

Council officers will meet with pupils, staff, governors, parents and the community. 

Meeting staff 17th January 2018 at 3:45pm 

Meeting Governors 17th January 2018 at 5:30pm 

Meeting parents/guardians 18th January 2018 at 5:00pm 

Meeting the whole community 5th February at 6:00pm 

 

It is most important that meetings with parents/guardians and the community meetings are fully 

attended.  We must be united and be seen to be united in supporting and upholding the 

Federation of Schools in the Upper Afan Valley. 

 

 

How can I personally respond during the consultation period? 

It is really important that all issues, viewpoints and options are brought forward during the 

consultation period. The governors are giving their comments. However, the school will need 
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the backing of the community to ensure the council understands that we all believe that 

education must be kept within the locality of the Upper Afan Valley. 

The main purpose of the group will be to run a letter-writing campaign. The action group will 

support by travelling throughout the Upper Afan Valley to provide information tables, knock on 

doors, leaflet and speak with groups and individuals to offer support in writing these letters. 

 

The group also ask that all letters be brought to the group so they can be photocopied and kept 

securely.  This will ensure that they are accounted for at the end of the consultation period and 

kept as evidence if there is any need to appeal a decision made by the council.  

 

Membership of the support group is open to those who would like to donate their time to 

support the action group and if you have any questions with regards to the letter-writing 

campaign or want some support you can contact the group directly: 

 

 

What are we using the fundraising for and how important is it? 
 

We are overwhelmed by the generosity displayed by the community and we thank you so much 

for your contributions and hard work so far. All funds raised will be used to support our 

campaign during the consultation period.  This will include publicity with banners and posters, 

administration costs, possible transport costs for villagers to attend the meetings, fees for 

surveyors, etcetera. 

 

We will be making the accounts of all fundraising available for the public to see exactly where 

we have received funds and what those funds have been spent on. These accounts will be 

available upon request and copies will be available in each village, updated on a weekly basis. 

The locations will be confirmed soon. 

 

Although fundraising is important for the purposes above, it is even more important that the 

whole community contributes either by letter-writing, attending the public meetings or doing 

BOTH. We would like to ask everyone who has raised funds to attend the meetings and respond 

during the consultation period. 

 

 

What is our preferred option for the future of education in the Upper Afan Valley? 
 

We say NO to any proposal that seeks to remove education from the Upper Afan Valley. We 

believe that all education should be local, be 3-16 education and should play an important role 

for the whole of the community. 

 

The school will be putting forward an innovative and sustainable plan for the future of education 

in the Upper Afan Valley and will be sharing this plan in due course. 

 

Thank you for taking time to read this letter and we hope it has been helpful. Only together can 

we achieve our goal and keep education in the locality of the Upper Afan Valley. 

 

The Governing Body of the Federated Schools of the Upper Afan Valley,  

Cllr Scott Jones, Cllr Nicola Davies, Cllr Ralph Thomas,  

Afan Federation Support & Action Group, 

The School Council of Pupils 


