
 

   
 

18th December 2020 
 

January 2021 opening arrangements 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 

Many thanks to those of you who have supported your child/ren to take part in the learning 

provided this week – I know from personal experience that this can be challenging.  

I have some important information to share with you. Following Welsh Government 

guidance, it has been decided by NPT that all schools will have two ‘buffer days’ in addition 

to any Inset days which have been planned already. You will be aware that we already have 

an Inset day on Monday January 4th.  

I know from my meetings yesterday that the reasons for these buffer days are: 

• to ensure that parents/carers do not have to make last-minute childcare plans if the 
school is not in a position to open due to Covid-related staffing issues 

• to ensure the schools are given time to plan for the pupils’ return, bearing in mind 
that this may not be at full capacity (again due to potential Covid-related staffing 
issues). 
 

Therefore, the federated schools in the valley will first be open to all pupils on Thursday 7th 

January 2021. If there is a change in this date due to staffing levels we will inform you as 

soon as possible in the new year, hopefully no later than January 4th. Please note that there 

will be provision made in school for Keyworker families and vulnerable pupils from 7th Jan 

irrespective of staffing levels. I have included the press statement (below) for your 

information. 

I must thank you all for your support, patience and understanding this term and I wish you 

and your family a very Merry Christmas. I urge you to follow all government guidance with 

regard to how many households meet up over the festive period – if we all do so then 

hopefully 2021 will be kinder to the world than 2020 has been. 

Best wishes to you all, 

 

Rob Appleby 

Headteacher 

The Federated Primary Schools of the Upper Afan Valley. 

  



 

   
 

Press statement 

In reference to WG advice, all schools in NPT are advised to take two planning days at the 

beginning of next term in order to risk assess their capacity and ensure that robust 

processes are in place to support pupils’ learning. These will be in addition to any planned 

INSET days. 

Individual schools will advise parents on when the first day of opening for pupils will occur. 

However, this may be subject to review in light of the school’s capacity in the first week of 

January. With transmission levels continuing to increase across Wales, and uncertainty over 

what impact that might have on school staffing levels over the Christmas break, we will 

need to build in some flexibility at the beginning of term. 

For most learners, the first day of opening is expected to be the 6th January; as stated above, 

this may vary in some schools because of planned INSET days.  

Minimising disruption to our children and young people’s education remains a priority and 

face to face learning should be the default position from the first day of opening to pupils 

unless there are clear public health and safety reasons for moving to remote learning or to 

restricted year groups. 

Having accounted for the two planning days, schools will be providing on site provision for 

vulnerable learners and children of critical workers from that point onwards regardless of 

capacity challenges. 

We look forward to welcoming all pupils back to school settings during the first week of 

January in order that they can benefit from the learning and wellbeing support that our 

school staff offer.    

The plan to return to schools in January will give some certainty, whilst also allowing for 

flexibility to take account of local circumstances.  

Teachers, school staff, learners, and parents and carers’ response has been remarkable 

throughout this challenging year. It has not been easy, and we thank them for their 

continued patience and perseverance to help keep our communities safe. 

To help curb the rapid spread of the virus, we must all continue to do all we can to protect 

ourselves, each other and our communities. 

 


