Cymer Afan Primary School
Ysgol Gynradd Cymer Afan

Several events have taken place across the federation this term, all of which have gone
fantastically well due to the work which has gone on by the staff behind the scenes. Our
Writers’ days for Y5/6 at the comp were very successful and gave the comp teachers the
opportunity to meet our pupils and was also a chance for our pupils to mix with other
schools and children who may one day be classmates.

Newsletter
July 2018
Dear Parents and Carers,

The residential trip to Margam gave the Y5/6s opportunities to get to know each other
better outside of school and take part in adventurous activities outside most people’s
comfort zones.
Lastly, we are sad to say goodbye to a number of staff across the valley, some of whom,
such as Mr Burden, are leaving us for pastures new and others who are retiring. However,
we are also very excited to welcome some new members of staff to the Upper Afan Valley
Federation, who will be starting in September.
Have a lovely summer everyone.

It has been yet another very busy year and we are delighted that the pupils have made so much progress in
that time. We are really pleased with the way in which the schools of the federation have continued to
work closely together and we’re sure that you as parents can see the benefits for your children. This is
especially the case with the Y6 pupils who are moving on to their comprehensive schools as they have had
many opportunities to get to know the children in the other schools over the past year. They will
undoubtedly still be a little nervous about September, but we wish them luck whichever school they’re
going to.
We are sure that you were as proud as we were with the commitment the children showed towards the
assessments that Y2-Y6 carried out in May; pupils’ reports show how hard they have worked this year.
Many thanks for your continued support and we wish you a restful summer holiday.
Mr C. Burden (Acting Headteacher), Mr R. Appleby (Primary Phase Leader) and Mrs V Quinn (Lead Learner)
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Dates For Your Diary

School News
We had lots of fun walking

to the Gelli Houses whilst
raising money for Cancer
Research UK #raceforlife. The pupils thoroughly
enjoyed ’racing’ the grown ups. You helped Cymer
Primary raise an amazing £376 which will be
donated along with the Federated Schools
sponsors. Well done to everyone.

Family Information Service
The Family Information Service (FIS) is based in Ffrwdwyllt
House, Taibach. It aims to provide comprehensive, up to
date and accurate information for children, young people,
families and professionals with families on a wide range of
topics, such as:
 Childcare
 Education and family learning services
 Health and Wellbeing Services
 Play, sport and other recreational activities
 Social care and family support services
 Youth services
 Financial and Legal Services
 Child Development
 Staying Safe
 Other local information.

They have a very informative website which
can be found on the address in the graphic
above, or by scanning here:

2018
Monday Sept 3rd
- INSET DAY
Tuesday Sept 4th
- INSET DAY
Wednesday Sept 5th
- Pupils return to school
Tuesday Sept 25th
- Years 2, 3 and 4 Cardiff Museum Topic Work (Packed lunch will be required) Info to follow in September.
Monday 15th - Friday 19th Oct - Year 5/6 Residential Week.
Wednesday October 24th
- School Photos.
Monday October 29th - Friday November 2nd - School Holiday.
Monday November 5th
- Return to school
Monday November 5th
- Rec—Y6 Nasal Spray Vaccines
Friday November 9th
- Fluoride Varnishing—Whole School
Friday Dec 21st
-Last Day of Term Christmas
2019
Monday January 7th
- INSET DAY
Monday February 25th - Friday March 1st - School Holiday
Monday March 4th
- Return to school
Friday March 15th
- Red Nose Day
Friday April 12th
- Last Day of Term
Monday April 29th
- INSET DAY
Monday May 6th
- May Day
Monday 27th May -Friday May 31st - School Holiday.
Monday 3rd June
- Return to School
Friday 19th July
- Last day of school for pupils
Monday 22nd July
- INSET DAY

Safeguarding Across The Federation
We have had a number of parents
visit the office lately expressing their
concerns about vehicles entering or leaving the
grounds at speed.
For the safety of our children, we would like to
remind the community that the school car park is to
be used by staff only as there is a risk of accidents
happening (as has happened in the past) if a large
volume of traffic were to enter the area.
This also applies to Breakfast Club times when pupils
are entering the premises.
Those who hold blue badges can visit the office
where suitable arrangements will be made to suit
your needs.
Visitors and delivery vans can access the grounds but
MUST close the gate behind them and proceed at a
sensible speed.
We are aware that there are times when the gate is
left open but stress that at the times when a number
of children are likely to be accessing the area
NO VEHICLES are to enter or leave.

End of School Trip
What a great day we had at Aberavon Beach as a special treat to
celebrate a great year! Every pupil in the school attended and those
who chose to, thoroughly enjoyed paddling with staff in the sea.

‘We enjoyed ourselves playing games on
the beach and digging holes for people
to jump in’.
‘I liked building sand castles with the
teachers and my friends.’
‘We all had a lollipop because it was
warm.’
‘We put our toes in the sea, it was cold’.
‘I liked playing on the sand.’

Transition Day
We had a very successful transition day
to give all pupils a chance to visit their
new classrooms and teachers.
Nursery loved staying to try Aunty
Sheena’s dinner and are looking forward
to starting full time school.

A Fond Farewell
We are very sad that we have to say a fond farewell to
our wonderful school cook Aunty Sheena today.
After almost 40 years of cooking, Sheena is hanging up
her apron in order to experience the joys of retirement.
Sheena has been a school cook in the valley since 1981
when she started in Croeserw school. She started cooking in Cymer Afan in
January 1987 and has been with us ever since.
Thank you for looking after us and feeding us so well with your lovely cooking.
Happy Retirement Sheena.
Love from all your Cymer Afan friends.

Sports Day
Well done to the Yellow team on winning
the Sport Day Cup this year and a huge
thank you to our PTA ‘Friends of Cymer
Afan’ for buying us some fantastic gazebos
to keep us cool.

