Cymer Afan Primary School
Ysgol Gynradd Cymer Afan
I am sad to say that I will not be part of the Federated Schools of the Upper Afan Valley after August 2018.
This year has been a great honour and joy to me. However, I am pleased to say that the staffing for the
schools is settled and that we are appointing new teachers during the next two weeks. Mr Groves will be
the Acting Headteacher of the Federated Schools from September. Mr Appleby will continue to oversee
the Primary Phase as Primary Phase Leader. I am pleased to say that the schools are now ready for a
successful year from this summer onwards.
A report about the consultation was published on May 15th. In this report NPT Officers recommend that
the school close in August 2019 with our pupils joining Cwm Brombil September 2019.
This is not the final decision. Within the document alternative options have been explored.
The report will be taken to the Education Cabinet in June (dates have not been confirmed so this is an
estimate based on previous guidance on the process)
This committee will take the decision on whether to support the LA's preferred option or not.
If the option to close the school is supported, Governors will appeal this decision.
If the appeal does not go in our favour and the decision remains to close the school, then governors and
the action group will seek a legal challenge. Contact has been made with a successful solicitor.
Please be assured that even through difficult times the staff have and will continue to ensure that the
teaching and learning of pupils is paramount.
These are very difficult days but I am sure that together we can support one another. I give my thanks and
the gratitude of the whole school community.
Yours sincerely,
Cedric Burden (Seconded Headteacher)
Figures are averages for this academic year, ie from September to present. We aim for AT LEAST 95%
N

Rec

89.4% 90.4%

Y1
94%

Y2

Y3

Y4

Y5

Y6

91.2% 94.3% 96.8% 96.5% 95.4%

Whole School

Croeserw

Glyn

Pen Afan

Fed
(No N)

NPT

Newsletter
May 2018
Dear Parents and Carers,
It has been an extremely busy half term and we are really proud of the way that the pupils have applied
themselves to everything that has been thrown at them over the last five weeks. The National Tests came
and went as they always do and we were so pleased to see the way that the children really tried their best
with them. You will be aware of our opinion of the tests, ie that they take a snapshot of a very narrow
aspect of a child’s ability, but they are useful in as far as they help your child’s teacher to find which areas
they need to focus upon in their planning. Well done everyone!
Attendance This was much better in April—across the valley we had an overall average for April of 95.86%,
which is brilliant and exactly where we need it to be. We must thank you for your support towards this
success - in the long term, your child will benefit hugely if they have attendance better than our goal of
95%. See back page for individual school details.
E-Safety A concern that we have in school is that some children play computer games at home with a PEGI
rating of 18 and also use some social media sites which they are too young to use. In school, we are always
keen to promote how important it is to stay safe online but there is also a huge mental wellbeing aspect of
pupils using such games and sites. Children behaving in an aggressive manner inside and out of school may
also be those playing violent computer games at home. We ask for your support in this area.
As always, we thank you for your continued support and hope you have an enjoyable break.
Mr C. Burden (Acting Headteacher), Mr R. Appleby (Primary Phase Leader) and Mrs V Quinn (Lead Learner)
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Dates For Your Diary

Family Information Service

We had another successful film night
on Thursday, with 48 children
attending. Thanks go out to everyone
for supporting this event. A huge
thank you also to our Friends of Cymer
group for providing the children with
hot dogs, drinks and snacks.

The Family Information Service (FIS) is based in Ffrwdwyllt
House, Taibach. It aims to provide comprehensive, up to
date and accurate information for children, young people,
families and professionals with families on a wide range of
topics, such as:
 Childcare
 Education and family learning services
 Health and Wellbeing Services
 Play, sport and other recreational activities
 Social care and family support services
 Youth services
 Financial and Legal Services
 Child Development
 Staying Safe
 Other local information.

They have a very informative website which
can be found on the address in the graphic
above, or by scanning here:

Monday June 4thTuesday 5th June Tuesday 5th June
Thursday 7th June -

Friday 8th June Monday 11th June Tuesday 12th June -

Pupils and Staff return to school.
World Environmental Day/Eco Day
Year 6 pupils attending After School Science
Club ( 5 pupils for 5 weekly sessions)
Nurture Group Nursery Classroom 1pm-3pm
(4 Thursday sessions)

Nursery visit Library - Elmo the Elephant
PC Wozencroft visit Y3/4 and Y5/6
NPT PASS - N - Y4 (Sports)
3.20pm - 4.15pm After School Sports Club
5 sessions up to 10th July. Y3– Y6 pupils
(Must return consents)
Wed 13th June
Year 5/6 - Comp
Wed 13th June Rec/Y1/Y2 trip to Porthcawl Beach
Wed 14th June
Year 6 Transition Day - Comp
Monday 2nd July Crucial Crew - Year 5/6 Packed lunch required.
Wednesday 4th July - Year 5, 6, 7 Federated Sports.
Packed Lunch required.
Friday 6th July Summer Fete (pm)
Friday 20th July 9.30am Leavers Assembly
pm Disco
Tuesday 24th July
Last Day of term
September 3rd and 4th INSET Days

Safeguarding Across The Federation
We have had a number of parents visit the
office lately expressing their concerns about
vehicles entering or leaving the grounds at speed.
For the safety of our children, we would like to
remind the community that the school car park is to
be used by staff only as there is a risk of accidents
happening (as has happened in the past) if a large
volume of traffic were to enter the area.
This also applies to Breakfast Club times when pupils
are entering the premises.
Those who hold blue badges can visit the office
where suitable arrangements will be made to suit
your needs.
Visitors and delivery vans can access the grounds but
MUST close the gate behind them and proceed at a
sensible speed.
We are aware that there are times when the gate is
left open but stress that at the times when a number
of children are likely to be accessing the area
NO VEHICLES are to enter or leave.

We’ve had a fantastic time in ‘Coding
Club!’ We have been using SCRATCH to
complete projects independently and
have had fun creating characters and
giving them sounds and movements
through ‘Code Club Uk!’

We had a wonderful time celebrating the
Royal Wedding with a fantastic garden
party. The sun shone and made it an extra
special day that we will all remember for a
long time.

This half term’s After School Clubs have been a great success.
The four brand new clubs have all been really well attended. First Aid, Cwl
Cymraeg, Photography and Coding Club have been a big hit!
Here are some photographs of us in the clubs.

On Friday 8th June at 3.20pm until 4pm, we will be hosting a
photographic exhibition showcasing our work. This event will
be open to everyone so please come along.

What we have been doing in club.


Made decisions together



Made posters and displayed them



Made Welsh Rarebit (Tasted lovely)



Learned to folk dance and developed our own.

Mr John and Miss Newberry Wall have been teaching us at
lunchtime how to administer first aid to someone who may
be injured. We have learned how to apply bandages, how to
help someone who may be choking and we have worked on
‘Annie’ to give the kiss of life and compressions. We have also
learned what to do if someone burns themselves or breaks a
bone.

