Cymer Afan Primary School
Ysgol Gynradd Cymer Afan
We were delighted that almost every child in Y5/6 was
able to join us on our residential trip for this year to
Margam Park. The behaviour of almost all pupils was
very good; nearly all were fantastically well behaved
and their politeness was commented upon by many of
the staff members at the centre. During the week, the
pupils took part in a wide variety of activities including
orienteering, mapping, river walking, mud running,
quizzing, shelter building, investigating, singing and lots of
walking. It was great to see pupils from each of the different
schools getting to know each other - what a fantastic
preparation for when the time comes to move schools! We
hope you were able to follow the pupils’ week with the
updates on Twitter - pics and videos are still on there. A
public thank you also to the staff who gave up their own
time to allow the trip to run.
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February 2018
Dear Parents and Carers,
With February half term fast approaching we are nearing the halfway point of the academic year. It’s a
good time to look at what we’ve achieved so far and to plan ahead for the rest of the year. Parents’
evenings will take place straight after half term and we hope that you will be able to join us to discuss with
your child’s teacher the progress your child is making in school and how you can best support your child at
home. Please remember the positive difference it makes if you read with your child regularly.
With regard to attendance, despite a number of coughs and sniffles through the winter, we’re on course to
have a good attendance record for the year in school and across the valley. There are a minority of families
whose children seem to be off quite regularly, sometimes with little or no reason given – we must highlight
how important it is for all children to be in school as often as possible. It is essential that this is the case for
every child to reach his or her potential.
Primary Assessment Week: Wednesday May 2nd – Wednesday 9th May 2018 (inclusive)
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It is very important that all children are present during these weeks. Assessment activities will be provided
including National Numeracy & Literacy Tests for Y2-Y6 in order to set educational targets and to assess the
children’s progress. Please do not book a holiday under any circumstances between these dates as tests
cannot be sat outside this time frame.
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We hope you have an enjoyable half term break.

Figures are averages for this academic year, ie from September to present. We aim for AT LEAST 95%
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Newsletter

Mr C. Burden (Acting Headteacher), Mr R. Appleby (Primary Phase Leader) and Mrs V Quinn (Lead Learner)

Dates For Your Diary
We had a wonderful assembly with
Paul from ‘Wales Air Ambulance’ to
tell us all about the work they do and
how they help people in an emergency.
Following the assembly, our school
council met and decided they would like to do some
fund raising for the Air Ambulance in the future.
Look out after half term for more info.

Safer Internet Day (SID) is an annual, worldwide event
held on Tuesday 6 February 2018 to help encourage a
better internet, This year’s theme was ‘Create, Connect
and Share Respect: A better internet starts with you’.
We celebrated Internet Safety day at Cymer Afan with a
number of activities. We had a special assembly on this
year’s theme and what we can do to be safe online. We
discussed how using the internet made us feel and what
we need to do if we see anything unkind.
Year 5/6 have watched videos to listen to other children’s
stories about using the internet and how it makes them
feel.
The children then created a poster explaining how the
internet makes them feel and what they should do if they
encounter negative comments, unkind words or see
anything that makes them feel uncomfortable.

Monday 26th February— Return to School and beginning of
Fair Trade fortnight.
Tuesday 27th February (for 6 weeks ) — Cycling sessions for
Year 4 and 5 pupils. Pupils who can already ride a bike. You
must bring your own bike and a helmet.
Wednesday 28th February— Year 5/6 Swimming (fortnightly)
(following week Year 3 and 4)
Thursday 1st March - St David’s Day - Activities Day
Thursday 8th March— RNLI Assembly
Wednesday 14th March - World Book Day in School
Thursday 15th March - Years 5 and 6 go to Tecniquest. Leaving
at approximately 8.30am
Friday 16th March - Years 3,4,5 and 6 Grass Fires Assembly
Tuesday 27th March - Year 5/6 Writers’ Day at the Comp
Wednesday 28th March Easter Bonnet Parade— Nursery am
Rec to Y6 pm
March 29th End Of Term Happy Easter
Monday 16th April—INSET DAY
Tuesday 17th April - Whole School Photo

Safeguarding Across The Federation
For the safety of our children, we would like
to remind the community that the school car
park is to be used by staff only as there is a risk of
accidents happening (as has happened in the past) if
a large volume of traffic were to enter the area.
This also applies to Breakfast Club times when pupils
are entering the premises.
Those who hold blue badges can visit the office
where suitable arrangements will be made to suit
your needs.
Visitors and delivery vans can access the grounds but
MUST close the gate behind them and proceed at a
sensible speed.
We are aware that there are times when the gate is
left open but stress that at the times when a number
of children are likely to be accessing the area
NO VEHICLES are to enter or leave.

