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The Federated Schools of the Upper Afan Valley  



 

 

Policy for Curriculum  
Primary Phase 
 
 
Introduction 
 
The curriculum is all the planned activities that we organise in order to 
promote learning and personal growth and development. It includes not only 
the formal requirements Nationally, but also the range of extra-curricular 
activities that the school organises in order to enrich the experience of the 
children. It also includes the ‘hidden curriculum’, or what the children learn 
from the way they are treated and expected to behave. We aim to teach 
children how to grow into positive, responsible people, who can work and co-
operate with others while developing knowledge and skills, so that they 
achieve their true potential. 
 
 
Values 
 
Our school curriculum is underpinned by the values that we hold dear at our 
school. The curriculum is the means by which the school achieves its objective 
of educating children in the knowledge, skills and understanding that they 
need in order to lead fulfilling lives. 
 
The main values of our school, upon which we have based our curriculum 
are: 

 We value the way in which all children are unique, and our 
curriculum promotes respect for the views of each individual child, 
as well as for people of all cultures. We value the spiritual and moral 
development of each person, as well as their intellectual and 
physical growth. 

 We value the importance of each person in our community. We 
organise our curriculum so that we promote co-operation and 
understanding between all members of our community. 

 We value the rights enjoyed by each person in our society. We 
respect each child in our school for who they are, and we treat 
them with fairness and honesty. We aim to enable each person to 
be successful, and we provide equal opportunities for all the 
children in our school. 

 We value our environment, and we aim, through our curriculum, to 
teach respect for our world, and how we should care for it for future 
generations, as well as our own. 

 
 
Aims  
 
The aims of our school curriculum are: 

 to enable all children to learn and develop their skills to the best of 
their ability; 



 to promote a positive attitude towards learning, so that children 
enjoy coming to school, and acquire a solid basis for lifelong 
learning; 

 to teach children the basic skills of literacy, numeracy and 
information technology (ICT); 

 to enable children to be creative and to develop their own thinking; 
 to teach children about their developing world, including how their 

environment and society have changed over time; 

 to help children understand their cultural heritage; 
 to enable children to be positive citizens in society; 
 to fulfil all the requirements of the National Curriculum and the 

Locally Agreed Syllabus for Religious Education; 

 to teach children to have an awareness of their own spiritual 
development, and to understand right from wrong; 

 to help children understand the importance of truth and fairness, so 
that they grow up committed to equal opportunities for all; 

 to enable children to have respect for themselves and high self-
esteem, and to be able to live and work co-operatively with others. 

 
 
Organisation and planning 
 
We plan our curriculum in two phases, Foundation Phase and KS2. We agree 
a long-term plan for each key stage. This indicates what topics are to be 
taught in each year, and to which groups of children. We review our long-
term plan on an annual basis. 
 
With our medium-term plans, we give clear guidance on the learning 
outcomes and teaching strategies that we use when teaching each topic.  
 
Our short-term plans are those that our teachers write on a weekly or daily 
basis. We use these to set out the learning objectives for each session, and to 
identify what differentiation and activities we are going to use in the lesson. 
 
In the Foundation Phase we adopt an inter-disciplinary topic approach to 
curriculum planning. We plan the curriculum carefully, so that there is 
coherence and full coverage of all aspects required Nationally and the 
relevant learning goals. There is planned progression in all curriculum areas. 
 
At Key Stage 2 the curriculum at our school places a greater emphasis on the 
core and foundation subjects and we teach these subjects separately. This 
means that, for example, a child may concentrate in one term on a history 
topic, then switch to a greater emphasis on geography in the next term. Over 
the three terms of the academic year, each child has the opportunity to 
experience the full range of the skills curriculum subjects. 
 
 
Children with special needs 
 
The curriculum in our school is designed to provide access and opportunity for 
all children who attend the school. If we think it necessary to adapt the 
curriculum to meet the needs of individual children, then we do so only after 
the parents of the child have been consulted. 
 



If a child has a special need, our school does all it can to meet these 
individual needs. We comply with the requirements set out in the SEN Code of 
Practice in providing for children with special needs. If a child displays signs of 
having special needs, his/her teacher makes an assessment of this need. In 
most instances the teacher is able to provide resources and educational 
opportunities which meet the child’s needs within the normal class 
organisation. If a child’s need is more severe, we consider the child for a 
statement of special needs, and we involve the appropriate external agencies 
when making this assessment. We always provide additional resources and 
support for children with special needs. 
 
The school provides an Individual Educational Plan (IEP) for each of the 
children who are on the special needs register. This sets out the nature of the 
special need, and outlines how the school will aim to address the need. It also 
sets out targets for improvement, so that we can review and monitor the 
progress of each child at regular intervals. 
 
 
The Foundation Phase 
 
The curriculum that we teach in the Nursery, Reception, year 1 and 2 meet 
the requirements set out in the Foundation Phase Framework. Our curriculum 
planning focuses on the Learning Outcomes and on developing children’s 
skills and experiences, as set out in this document. 
 
Our school fully supports the principle that young children learn through play, 
and by engaging well-planned and structured activities. Teaching builds on 
the experiences of the children in their pre-school learning. We do all we can 
to build positive partnerships with any other pre-school providers in the area.  
 
During the children’s entry into Nursery the teacher makes a baseline 
assessment to record the skills of each child on entry to the school. This 
assessment forms an important part of the future curriculum planning for 
each child. This assessment is carried out again on entry into the Reception 
class. 
 
We are well aware that all children need the support of parents and teachers 
to make good progress in school. We strive to build positive links with the 
parents of each child by keeping them informed about the way in which the 
children are being taught and how well each child is progressing. 
 
 
Key skills 
 
The following skills have been deemed ‘key skills’: 

 communication; 
 application of number; 
 information technology; 
 working with others; 

 improving own learning and performance; 
 problem-solving. 

 
In our curriculum planning we highlight these skills, so that the children’s 
progress in all of these areas can be identified and monitored. All subject 



areas contribute to a child’s progress in these skills. Our school believes that 
all children need to make good progress in these skill areas in order to 
develop to their true potential. 
Cornerstones 
Cornerstones is used in order to give pupils opportunities to implement their 
skills in real contexts.  Topics are chosen to engage the pupils as much as 
possible, in particular the boys. 
 
Lead Learners: 
Each lead learner has an area of expertise that they oversee in all of the 
primary schools: 
 
Miss. R. Gierat – Pen Afan N/R 
Mrs. V. Quinn – Cymer Primary Yr 1/2 
Mrs. J. Jones – Glyncorrwg Yr 3/4 
Mr. C. Watson – Croeserw Yr 5/6 
 
Assessment tracking 
Pupil progress, assessments and targets are recorded using the INCERTS 
package. 
 
Monitoring  
 
Our governing body’s curriculum committee is responsible for monitoring the 
way the school curriculum is implemented. This committee reviews each 
subject area its cycle of review and development. 
 
We have a named governor for Special Needs. The governor liaises with the 
SENCO and monitors closely the way the school implements the code of 
practice. 
 
The Headteacher is responsible for the day to day organisation of the 
curriculum. The Headteacher and Deputy Headteacher monitors the weekly 
lesson plans for all teachers, ensuring that all classes are taught the full 
National requirements, and that all lessons have appropriate learning 
objectives.  
 
Subject leaders monitor the way their subject is taught throughout the school. 
They examine long-term and medium-term planning, and ensure that 
appropriate teaching strategies are used. Subject leaders also have 
responsibility for monitoring the way in which resources are stored and 
managed. 
 

 
Secondary Phase 
 
Aims 
 
The curriculum at Cymer Afan seeks to help pupils to: 
 
a. Develop lively enquiring minds, providing opportunities for each child 

to develop the ability to question and argue rationally. 
 
b. Equip pupils with the knowledge, skills, aptitudes and values essential 



for a successful transition into the adult world as confident well 
informed individuals. 

 
c. Develop their Key Skills, particularly communication, numeracy and 

ICT. 
 
d. Develop personal and moral values, respect for religious values and 

tolerance of other races, religions and ways of life. 
 

 Statutory requirements of the curriculum 
 
We take great care to ensure that the curriculum that we offer fully meets the 
requirements of the Education Reform Act 1988 as amended by subsequent 
Acts, Regulations and Orders.  The curriculum at Cymer Afan provides the 

following: 

a. Breadth and balance; 
 
b. Promotion of the spiritual, moral, social, cultural and physical 

development of all students; 
 
c. Preparation for the opportunities and responsibilities of adult life. 
 
Academic Organisation 
 
Key Stage 3 
 
At the start of Year 7 pupils are placed in teaching groups according to ability 
and are taught in those same groups for Maths, History, Geography, RE, 
Welsh, French, Art, Music, ICT and PSE. In English, Numeracy, Science, 
Design Technology, Games and PE pupils are allocated to teaching groups 
decided by those departments.  The pastoral lesson is delivered to pupils in 
their registration class.  
 
In Years 8 and 9 a very similar arrangement exists, except that all the core 
subjects, English, Maths and Science ‘set’ pupils according to their abilities 
within those subjects. 
 
 
Key Stage 4 
 
In Years 10 and 11 all pupils study a compulsory programme that includes 
English, Mathematics, Science, ICT, Welsh, Physical Education, Religious 
Education, WBQ and Personal and Social Education.  They are also strongly 
encouraged to study a balanced selection of subjects.  Vocational courses 
and link courses with external bodies are offered as optional areas of study. 
 
A group of more able pupils in Year 9 choose 2 GCSE/Level 2 subjects which 
they complete in 1 year.  All pupils in Years 10 and 11 study 2 GCSE/Level 2 
subjects in each year, in addition to their compulsory subjects. 
 
 

 Curriculum entitlement 
 
We place equal value on the education of all pupils.  Every pupil is entitled to 
a curriculum which is broad, balanced, relevant and coherent.  Teaching 



should ensure interaction between learners in contexts where their individual 
needs can be met and their potential realised.  Expectations of the 
achievement of all pupils should be high. 

 
This entails that: 
 
a. The curriculum should give girls and boys access to the same range of 

learning experiences.  The teaching of all subjects needs to motivate, 
involve and promote the success of both girls and boys. 

 
b. There are appropriately high expectations of pupils with special 

educational needs, that they demonstrate a range of strengths and 
interests across the curriculum and, with appropriate support, that they 
achieve success. 

 
Careful planning is also needed to ensure continuity and progression in pupils’ 
learning as they move through the school and from one school to another.  
Information about the needs and achievements of pupils should be used by 
teachers.  At any stage, including entry to school, planning should take into 
account what the pupils already know and can do. 
  
The Welsh dimension 
 
We organise our curriculum in order to develop each pupil's understanding of 
the distinctive and varied nature of the Welsh experience.  All pupils have an 
entitlement to learn about Welsh culture and history.  Welsh, as a second 
language, is compulsory at both Key Stage 3 and Key Stage 4, with both full 
course and short course GCSE being available as well as a School Certificate 
course.    
 
 
School Curriculum 
 
The full range of National Curriculum subjects is covered over the two week 
timetable.  
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Key Stage 3 

Subjects 

Music 

I.T. 

Art 

Geography 

History 

Maths/Numeracy 

Science 

Form Period 

Design Technology 

Welsh French 



  

 
 
 
 
At both Key Stages we ensure that all subjects provide differentiated materials, which allow 
pupils to work at their own level or pace. This is important for both higher achievers and those 
who experience difficulty with learning. 
 
We follow a fifty-period, fortnightly timetable with twenty-five hours of teaching time each week, 
excluding morning assembly, registration, lunch and morning break. 
 
 
Special Educational Provision 
 
All pupils, regardless of ability, are entitled to access the full comprehensive curriculum.  Pupils 
with Special Educational Needs have access to small group support or in class support in many 
subjects.  Individual Education Plans (IEP’s) are prepared for pupils who require any additional 
support.  Each IEP outlines needs, set targets and give strategies to inform and guide the work 
of all contact staff. 
 
Policy Review and Evaluation 
 
The Policy is kept under review by the leadership Team and minor amendments will be 
discussed by the Governing Body. 
 
The Governing Body will review the Policy on a six yearly cycle immediately following a school 
inspection. Decisions will be made by the Governing Body in the light of: 
 

 The effectiveness of the Policy 

 The views of the staff and other stakeholders 

 Observations made by the Registered Inspector 

 New statutory requirements or guidance 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 


