
 

 

 11th February 2021 

Pembroke Cluster of Schools 

 Return to School for Foundation Phase Learners, 22nd February 2021 

Dear Parents, Guardians and Carers,  
 
Thank you for your continued support. We have been grateful for the positive messages and are mindful of the 
difficult and unusual circumstances we have all been living and working in.  You continue to do an excellent job 
supporting home learning and maintaining progress with your child’s learning and we recognise and appreciate all 
your efforts at home. We have certainly missed seeing all of the children face to face and we really do look forward 
to the day when all the children are back at school. 
 
As you are aware, our schools have not been closed during this period. We have been open to children of critical 
workers and also to any vulnerable learners.  However, as there is positive news that the number of coronavirus 
cases continue to fall and the number of immunisations increase, the Minister for Education has confirmed that our 
youngest learners in the Foundation Phase will return to school from Monday 22nd February.  There is some flexibility 
for schools in the first week, with all Foundation Learners returning by the end of that week. The children of critical 
workers and vulnerable children in KS2 will also continue to be able to access onsite provision. The decision to allow 
our youngest learners to return to school has been informed by the latest published Technical Advisory Group 
briefing and supported by a statement by the Chief Medical Officer.  
 
In the week commencing Monday 22nd February in the Pembroke Cluster there will be a staggered return to school.   

• Monday 22nd February – Planning and Preparation Days 

• Tuesday 23rd February – Blue Class 

• Wednesday 24th February – Red and Purple Class 

• Thursday 25th February – Dosbarth Pinc and Orange Class 

• Friday 26th February – – Dosbarth Gwyrdd and Yellow Class 

• Flying Start pupils may come in as normal that week.  

• For the days in the first week, where face to face learning is not taking place, there will be activities/ paper 
packs for pupils to work on at home. 

• 1st March and going forward, all Foundation Phase learners will be in school every day for face-to-face 
learning. 
 

During this time, the other current Welsh Government Restrictions for Alert Level 4 will continue to remain in place. 
Outside of school, it will be important that all staff, children and their families continue to stay at home as much as 
possible and limit their contact with others.  Social distancing outside on the school premises will be necessary.  
Please could we ask that only one adult drops off and picks up the children from their designated entrance and exits.  
If you bring other children along, they must remain by your side and not mix with any other families.   Every adult 
will need to wear a face covering, thank you.  There will be marks outside the front of the school for adults to use in 
order to maintain the appropriate social distancing. 
 
TAG and Public Health Wales advise that the existing control measures remain essential in responding to the new 
variant and helping to reduce transmission of the virus. However, a more consistent and robust application is likely 
to be required given the increased transmission risk associated with the new variant.  If schools and settings follow 
this advice and maximise the use of these control measures, they will effectively minimise risks of viral transmission. 
All elements of the system of controls are essential.    
How this will be followed in school is: 

• a requirement that people stay at home and self-isolate if they:  
◦have symptoms of COVID-19, whether they feel unwell or not  



◦ have tested positive, even if asymptomatic  
◦ have been advised by NHS Wales Test Trace Protect (TTP) to do so  
◦ are household members of a positive case, even if that case is asymptomatic  
◦ are required to self-isolate for travel-related reasons  

• instilling robust hand and respiratory hygiene in learners and staff members  

• ensuring appropriate ventilation measures on school premises and continuing increased thorough cleaning 
arrangements.  Please can the children dress warmly as classes will have their doors and windows open for 
good ventilation.  

• active engagement with TTP strategy  

• formal consideration of how to reduce contacts and maximise social and physical distancing between those 
in school wherever possible, and putting in place appropriate mitigating measures to minimise the potential 
for contamination so far as is reasonably practicable. 

• grouping learners together in as small a group as possible. For example, for those learners in the Foundation 
Phase, this is the size of the class. 

• avoiding mixing between separate contact groups, including during arrival at school, break/lunch times and 
leaving school. 

• where children undertake desk-based learning, arranging classrooms with forward-facing desks, one metre 
apart, recognising this may not be possible or appropriate in all schools and settings and particularly for 
younger learners.  

• staff maintaining social distance from other staff. 

• staff maintaining social distancing from learners as much as possible, recognising this may not be possible 
with younger learners. 

• making the most of the space available, including outdoor space. 

• anyone developing COVID-19 symptoms during the school day must be sent home immediately, and 

• in addition to the above, all school staff will have twice weekly home testing kits (lateral flow tests) and will 
be wearing a three-layer face covering (that is centrally provided), particularly when social distancing is 
difficult. 

 
If your child requires the use of the critical worker breakfast time child-care facility, we will endeavour to reduce the 
risk of contact with other groups and breakfast will be taken to the classrooms. If it is not essential for you to use this 
facility, we strongly recommend, in order to reduce your child’s social contacts, that they arrive for the start of the 
day along with the rest of their year group, thank you.   Again, at the end of the day, if you require your child to use 
the critical worker after school child-care facility until 5:30 pm, they will be based within a broadly consistent group.    
 
Please also note that the Friday afternoon childcare will be for critical worker children only.    
 
Updates to the ‘Safety Advice for Parents/ Carers’ will be completed by the end of the week and will be available on 
the school website. This will also be available through ParentMail, Facebook and OurSchoolsApp. 
 
Your support for prompt drop off and pick up will be much appreciated.  
 
 
Yours sincerely,  
 
Andrew Williams 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 


