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Our Aims in Additional Learning Needs 

It is our aim to do the best that we can for all the children in our care whatever their level 

of ability. Most children will have their needs met in the mainstream class by the class 

teacher who will differentiate the work so that each child progresses at the pace most 

appropriate to their needs and abilities. 

Some children will be perceived to need help over and above that which can be given 

solely by the class teacher. Usually we see these children as experiencing some form of 

difficulty in learning. We need to be equally vigilant in identifying those children, 

sometimes referred to as "more able" whose need might be for more advanced teaching, or 

an increased level of support to help them achieve their potential. 

The onus is on the class teacher to identify children with Additional Learning Needs as 

early as possible - and to then use the expertise available to assess the level and type of 

support which will meet those needs. Early identification is essential, so screening 

processes, including the Foundation Phase Profile and Bury Test in the Reception year are 

vital. Some children may join the school in later years so all staff need to be particularly 

sensitive and vigilant in assessing newcomers whose needs may not have been identified 

elsewhere. Some learning difficulties may only become apparent at a later stage so teachers 

need to monitor the progress of all children carefully. 

Parents 

It is our intention to involve parents at the earliest possible opportunity and to work with 

them in planning for their children's progress. Parents will also be involved in regular 

reviews. 

Early Identification 

We need to use the expertise of our experienced teachers and Teaching Assistants in the 

Foundation Phase, in order to help in assessing children and identifying their needs. We 

also have the expertise available in the Area Learning Support Centre and our Learning 

Support teacher, as well as the ALN Co-ordinator, so we have a good range of human 

resources to aid in the process of identification. 

Having identified needs, we then aim to work together to provide what is most appropriate 

support for children. All staff involved with a particular child will collaborate in 

developing a plan of action to meet a perceived need  and this will be manifested in the 

Individual Provision Map.  

Integration 

We believe that all children should have access to all aspects of life and work in school 

including a broad and balanced National Curriculum, set to their ability needs; that all 

children should be taught alongside their peers as far as possible, whilst recognising that 

differentiation is essential to ensure that the work is appropriate to their needs. 
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Objectives 

The purpose of this document is to provide a clear and unambiguous policy which will 

guide and inform staff, governors and parents of our intentions for those children with 

Additional Learning Needs. It will outline responsibilities and the team approach which we 

must encourage if we are to meet children's needs and the statutory requirements of the 

1996 Education Act as manifested in the Additional Learning Needs Code of Practice for 

Wales 2002. 

A.L.N. Co-ordinator – Mrs Rachel Jones 

The ALNCO takes the responsibility at present (2016/17) for the day-to-day operation of 

the Additional Learning Needs Policy and co-ordination of provision for pupils with ALN 

in the school and liaises with the Area Learning Support Class staff. She has regular 

meetings with the headteacher and also convenes meetings between ALN and mainstream 

staff to prepare and review Individual Provision Maps for those children on the Code of 

Practice, School Action stage or above, in the mainstream part of the school. An 

incremental point is awarded to the ALNCO.  The ALNCO is part of the School Senior 

Leadership Team. 

Admission Arrangements 

Children who are identified at the pre-school stage may be admitted to school before the 

normal admission age if they are already the subject of a Statement of ALN, or a referral 

by Social Services, and following the approval of the Governing body.   

Children may be admitted to the Area Learning Support Centre if they are resident in the 

normal catchment area of Builth Wells High School.  Admissions of children from outside 

this area will be subject to consultation with the Additional Learning Needs Coordinator 

for Powys. 

Area Learning Support Centre  

Teacher -Mrs Charlie Goode.  Teaching Assistant - Mrs Anne Williams. 

The Area Learning Support Centre was set up to provide specialist help for primary-age 

children in the catchment area of Builth Wells High School, to provide support for children 

with a range of mild to moderate learning difficulties. 

The salaries and training costs of the ALSC staff are currently met from central funds. The 

class has a notional number of 12 children on the register. 

The age of the children in the ALSC covers the full primary range ie. 4 - 11. 

The ALSC offers a flexible approach; some children may spend as little as half a term 

there, whilst others will continue for several years, integrating with mainstream peers at 

some point during the day. 

In addition some small groups from mainstream classes receive help in the Area Learning 

Support Centre, at times when the ALSC children are integrated with peer groups 
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elsewhere in the school. 

Integration for Area Learning Support Centre Pupils 

All children spend a proportion of their time integrating with their peers in mainstream 

classes, often with ALSC staff supporting them. This integration has three forms: 

Locational - ie. the children are working in the same classroom as their peers; Social - ie. 

the children are mixing with their peers; and Functional - ie the children are actually 

following the same curriculum as their peers and are completing tasks which are 

differentiated to meet their needs. The best integration encompasses all three. Most 

children will be fully-integrated in mainstream by Year 6 with support, prior to transfer to 

High School. In a minority of cases children will transfer to Special Schools out of Builth, 

such as Penmaes Special School in Brecon or Brynllwyarch near Newtown.  

The ALSC provides a small and secure base for children for varying periods of time and 

can give an intense form of specialist teaching to help children achieve success in an 

accelerated fashion which would not be possible in mainstream. It can provide appropriate 

support also for children whose learning difficulties may be of a more long-term nature. 

Prior to full re-integration, IPM reviews should involve mainstream staff to whose classes 

children would transfer. 

The ALSC also provides a weekly “Narrative Therapy” session and various 

Communication Groups, run by Centre staff, which includes children from other schools 

who have been referred by the Speech Therapist. 

The concentrated help which the Centre provides, together with a planned integration 

scheme with mainstream classes should give the very best support to children with ALN. 

Mainstream Learning Support: 

Additional Learning Needs Teacher (Throughout the school) –  

Mrs Rachel Jones (0.8 Teacher / 0.2 ALNCo / SLT) 

Support Teacher (Ffrwd Gymraeg) – Mrs Pauline Bevan (Part-time) 

Support Teaching Assistant – Mrs Hayley Eggerton (Full-time) 

The school currently employs an experienced specialist teacher in the person of Mrs 

Rachel Jones. Her role as Additional Learning Needs co-ordinator is to co-ordinate, 

monitor and provide teaching and support for children who are in need of regular extra 

help, whilst being placed in a mainstream class. This support is usually in language and/or 

maths skills but may also be help with behaviour, fine motor skills or English as an 

Additional Language. Children are either withdrawn to work individually or in small 

groups, or may be supported in the classroom as part of a group. In addition to this, Welsh 

Medium ALN support is provided for at least 5 hours withdrawal or in-class support per 

week by Pauline Bevan.  

The Additional Learning Needs co-ordinator (Rachel Jones) also plans and provides 

programmes for children which are delivered by learning support assistants in the 
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classroom, such as Basic Skills Catch-Up and Springboard.  

Allocation of ALN Teacher's Time 

Time is allocated on a basis of perceived need, which is arrived at after discussions 

between the ALN Teacher, mainstream colleagues and the headteacher. The exception to 

this rule is referred to above, namely that time which is funded centrally as a result of a 

Statement.  

The ALN Teacher has an annual allocation from the school's budget to provide some 

resources. There is also access to general resources, consumables and materials.  

Identification of Needs 

It is our aim as stated earlier to identify needs as early as possible in order that we may 

take appropriate action. To this end, Foundation Phase staff in particular, make use of both 

the ALNCO and support teacher and the Area Learning Support Centre staff to help in 

assessing children who do not appear to be making progress or who appear, according to 

the Foundation Phase Profiling or Bury Infant Test, carried out in Reception, to be 

significantly behind their peers. This would instigate an “Expression of School Concern” 

form, which would be completed by the class teacher and given to the ALNCO. Following 

this, the child's name would be recorded on the Register of Special Needs along with the 

Code of Practice Stage. The arrangements made to meet the perceived needs would be 

manifested in an Individual Provision Map. This may involve other agencies as identified 

below. 

Regular assessment as children move through the school should enable us to identify 

children who may require additional help. Incerts, the annual reading tests or teacher 

assessments may highlight those children who are substantially behind their chronological 

age, or indeed who are scoring well above their age. In both cases the information will help 

teachers to plan suitably differentiated work. 

Individual Provision Maps 

A Plan is made for each child on Code of Practice School Action or above and is reviewed 

within six months of the date of the original. Consultation will take place with parents, 

mainstream teachers and ALN staff when a Plan is initiated and each time it is reviewed. 

Children with Statements also have an annual review, which could coincide with IPM 

review. 

It is the class teacher's responsibility to ensure that the details of the IPM are adhered to 

whilst the child is in that class. 

In-Service Training 

ALN staff have access to County courses and Non-pupil days when they meet with other 

Additional Learning Needs colleagues. All Mainstream staff also have access to Additional 

Learning Needs courses. Area Learning Support Centre staff have their training funded 

centrally. 
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ALN staff are encouraged to visit other schools and there is an informal network of the 

staff of Area Learning Support Centres in South Powys.  

ALN matters are included in our weekly staff meetings, under the heading of Pupil 

Progress. 

The use of outside agencies 

Contact is maintained with a range of professionals, including visiting speech- and Physio-

therapists and the Sensory Services teachers for the hearing-impaired and the partially-

sighted. The Powys Additional Learning Needs Team and the Learning Inclusion Support 

Team are contactable through the completion of a Joint Notification Form or through 

termly Consultation meetings, help in the ALSC. We also maintain links with voluntary 

bodies such as Calan DVS and Action for Children who can provide support and training. 

Links with Other Schools 

When children transfer we arrange meetings, if necessary and practicable, between staff as 

well as providing appropriate records and documentation.  This is particularly so with the 

High School and we involve their ALNCO in Year 6 IPM reviews, as well as providing a 

One-Page-Profile form and any specific documentation such as Psychologist’s reports. 

Governors 

The governors of Builth Primary School take a great interest in the issues relating to 

Additional Learning Needs and appoint a governor with special responsibilities in this 

area, ensure that this policy is reviewed and that ALN issues are considered when 

implementing change, appointing staff and planning for school development. 

Governor with an interest in Additional Learning Needs – 

Complaints 

Any complaints concerning ALN matters should be made through the child's teacher 

initially and can be taken up with the Headteacher, ALNCO or the Governor named above. 

If the matter is not resolved through these approaches then the Additional Learning Needs 

Coordinator for Powys should be approached through County Hall, Llandrindod Wells. 

                                                                                                                                                

Review of This Policy 

This policy will be reviewed annually and we will judge its success by the progress made 

by children identified as having Special Needs over the time of their primary school career.  

 

R. Jones 

January 2017 


