LLanfaes Community Primary School.

Personal & Social Education Policy.

A Definition of Personal & Social Education.

PSE comprises all that a school undertakes to support and promote the personal and social development and well-being of its learners. It prepares learners to be personally and socially effective by providing learning experiences in which they can develop and apply skills, explore personal attitudes and values and acquire appropriate knowledge and understanding.

Llanfaes School is committed to ensuring that each pupil receives a broad and balanced curriculum which will help develop their self-esteem and equip them to choose a healthy and fulfilling lifestyle. It will enable them to be more informed, confident and skilled to interact effectively with others and enable them to take an active and responsible part in society.

 We appreciate that the success of our PSE policy is largely dependant upon the consistency of values and standards between home and school. We believe that this uniformity will only serve to promote the personal and social development of the individual.


Statutory Requirements.

PSE is a statutory element within the basic curriculum for pupils aged 5 to 16. It is the responsibility of the schools to plan and deliver broad, balanced PSE provision to meet the specific needs of all learners. Llanfaes School bases their PSE provision on DCELLS PSE Framework for 7-19 year olds. This provision builds upon the Personal and Social  Development, Wellbeing and Cultural Diversity areas of learning for 3 – 7 year olds in Wales.
Aims of PSE

PSE aims to build upon the Personal and Social Development, Well-Being and Cultural Diversity Area of Learning in the Foundation Phase framework for children’s learning for 3 to 7 year olds in Wales. It also reflects the aims of the PSE Framework for 7-19 year olds in Wales (2008) and specifically Llanfaes aims to:-

· Equip pupils to be personally and socially effective by providing learning experiences in which pupils can develop skills, explore attitudes, values and personal qualities and acquire, evaluate and apply appropriate knowledge and understanding.

· Develop pupils self – esteem and personal responsibilities.
· Promote self- respect, respect for others and celebrate diversity
· Equip learners to live safe, healthy lives.

· Prepare learners for the choices and opportunities of lifelong learning.

· Empower pupils to participate in their schools and communities as active  

             citizens locally, nationally and globally

· Foster positive attitudes and behaviour towards the principles of sustainable development and global citizenship.

· Prepare learners for the challenges, choices and responsibilities of work and adult life.

Links with Other Policy Statements.

Other policies refer to PSE related issues and should be read in conjunction with this policy statement. These include:-

· Sex and Relationships Education (S.R.E.)
· Substance Misuse Policy, including the management of drug related incidents.

· RE 

· Behaviour management(including procedures for dealing with bullying)

· Child protection

· Equality
· P.E. 

· Healthy Schools

· Foundation Phase
The Delivery of PSE

The school aims to provide a broad, balanced holistic approach to PSE which features a range of experiences to promote the personal and social development and well-being of learners. 
Personal and Social  Development, Well-Being and Cultural Diversity is at the heart of the Foundation Phase and children’s skills are developed across all Areas of Learning through participating in experimental learning activities indoors and outdoors

Staff uphold the ethos of the school by cultivating positive relationships with pupils, encouraging mutual respect, trust and responsibility. They promote consistency of values and standards in the everyday running of the school.

All staff make a contribution to PSE, whether it be by planned teaching of relevant PSE skills, attitudes and values, knowledge and understanding through PSE lessons, circle time or within other National Curriculum subjects and RE. On occasions throughout the year, both key stages plan and deliver a focused PSE based activity over a period of days.

Other national initiatives undertaken by the school such as Eco Schools, Forest Garden, and Healthy Schools etc have a positive impact upon the PSE curriculum.

External agencies and visitors are welcomed in to classes and assemblies to support the delivery of PSE. Educational visits to churches and other religious establishments together with visits to the National Assembly and local businesses also enhance the learning experiences of the children. The school makes good use of its links with the community, holding coffee mornings for local charities, delivering harvest gifts to neighbouring residents and attending church. A wide range of extra curricular activities and clubs is offered to all, irrespective of ability, promoting participation and positive attitudes.

PSE is concerned with sharing learning experiences, reflecting upon issues and making decisions. All teachers use AFL strategies, but many teaching styles are used to promote this interactive and practical learning. These include:-

· Pupils as active participants 

· Learning involving co-operation and support

· Thinking skills activities
· Problem solving activities
· A range of interesting, engaging and challenging approaches to learning which may include talks, visits, demonstrations, videos, role play, debates, discussions, hot seating, group work, paired work and whole class activities, gathering information and presenting findings.
We offer residential visits to Staylittle, Llangrannog and London where there is a specific focus on developing pupils’ self-esteem, independence and giving them the opportunities to develop leadership and cooperative skills.

Equal Opportunities and Race Equality
All pupils are entitled to a PSE curriculum which caters for their needs. Activities are planned in such a way as to encourage full and active participation by all children, irrespective of ability, race and religious  beliefs. Further reference should be made to the School’s Equal Opportunities Policy.
Special Needs, More Able and Talented.

Less able pupils are encouraged to succeed by using a variety of the following techniques:-

· Practical activities to develop knowledge and skills.

· Group work to encourage participation and communication.

· Recording of work in a variety of ways.

· Simplifying instructions.

· Allowing extra time to complete the task.

· Differentiated activities

More able pupil and talented learners should be provided with greater challenges by:-

· Using material in ways that extend breadth and depth of study. 

· Being provided with more opportunities for independent learning. 

· Providing more opportunities for the development and application of thinking, communication, ICT and number skills.

The Management & Coordination of PSE
· A member of the senior management team is responsible for managing holistic PSE provision. As PSE co-ordinator, she is responsible for:- 

· Updating the policy and scheme of work, ensuring they meet statutory requirements.

· Providing advice to teachers on appropriate resources, teaching strategies and approaches to assessment.

· Co ordinating the purchase, organization and storage of resources.

· Monitoring the delivery of the lessons and listen to learners. 
· Identifying weaknesses, strengths and resources needed.
· Keeping abreast of recent developments in the subject, attend relevant in-service courses and disseminate information to staff.
The Content of PSE
PSE comprises the development of skills, the promotion of positive attitudes and values and the acquisition of knowledge and understanding in accordance with the PSE framework. The key component of PSE at Llanfaes School is the learning outcomes for PSE as detailed in the DCELL PSE Framework. The work undertaken in PSE will link, where appropriate with the Literacy and Numeracy Framework, depending on the topic being covered. 
The Foundation Phase

During the Foundation Phase, pupils learn about themselves, their relationships with other children and adults, within and beyond the family. They develop their self esteem, personal beliefs and moral values. They celebrate their own and different cultures and are helped to develop an understanding of the diversity of cultures and languages that exist in a multi cultural Wales. They are becoming more confident and independent in their thinking. They develop an awareness of the environment and how to care for it and learn about the diversity of the people who live and work there.

Key Stage 2

At Key stage 2, the teaching and learning is based upon the 5 themes identified in the PSE 

Framework.

· Active citizenship

· Health & emotional well-being

· Moral & spiritual development

· Preparing for lifelong learning

· Sustainable development & global citizenship.

The attitudes and values, knowledge and understanding which are used as learning contexts to develop PSE related skills are covered in the “range.”
In addition to this, learners are given opportunities to acquire, develop, practice, apply and refine the skills set out in the Skills Framework for 3-19 year olds in Wales, namely, developing thinking, communication, ICT and number. 
Developing Thinking

Learners develop their thinking across the curriculum through the processes of planning, developing and reflecting.

In PSE, learners engage in a wide range of issues that require decision making and action through planning personal responses, developing understanding and reflecting upon outcomes for themselves and others. 

Developing Communication
Learners develop their communication skills across the curriculum through the skills of oracy, reading, writing and wider communication.

In PSE, learners communicate through researching, listening to others and discussing in small and large groups and sharing information and ideas with others about a wide variety of personal, social and community issues.

Developing ICT
Learners develop ICT across the curriculum by finding, developing, creating and presenting information and ideas and by using a wide range of software and equipment.

In PSE, learners develop their ICT skills and their understanding of the benefits and risks of using this technology. They gain an understanding of the importance of adopting safe and legal practices which minimize the risks to themselves and others when using digital communication.

Developing Number

Learners develop their number skills across the curriculum by using mathematical information, calculating and interpreting and presenting findings.

In PSE, learners gather, select and analyse numerical information to develop evidence to support their understanding of issues.

Working with Others

Pupils are given opportunities to work cooperatively with others to solve problems, resolve conflicts and to ask for advice and support. They are given opportunities to make and maintain friendships, empathies with each others feelings and are given strategies to resist unwanted peer pressure and to deal with bullying.

Improving Own Learning
Pupils experience various learning styles and develop the ability to recognize the ways in which they learn best. They are given opportunities to reflect upon their progress, identify strengths, weaknesses and set targets for improvement. They develop their ability to apply their learning to similar situations within school and to develop practical skills necessary for everyday life.
Curriculum Cymreig
Learners are also given opportunities to develop their knowledge and understanding of the cultural, economic, environmental, historical and linguistic characteristics of Wales. 

In PSE, learners develop an understanding of the nature of communities in Wales, and the roles, relationships, conflicts and inequalities that affect the quality of life. They acquire the skills, values and knowledge that equip them to participate in decision making within their communities, locally, nationally and globally.

Other Curriculum Areas
Some aspects of PSE are covered in other subjects –RE covers much of the moral & spiritual development as does Science with health & emotional well-being. Sensitive issues are dealt with carefully and according to the age and emotional maturity of the children. Although SRE is part of an integrated programme, parents are made aware of the content of the Year 6 SRE lessons and are given the opportunity to withdraw pupils.
Progression in PSE
At Foundation Phase, children’s skills are beginning to develop. They are beginning to express their feelings, become more confident, independent learners with an awareness of their environment and cultural differences. They learn about relationships and are encouraged to develop their self esteem, personal beliefs and values.

At Key stage 2, learners build on the skills, attitudes, values and knowledge and understanding they have started to acquire and develop during the Foundation Phase. In addition they are taught to cope with and understand the changes at puberty and are encouraged to take an active part in their community.

Activities in lessons take into account the level of maturity and development of the child, ensuring that each pupil has the opportunity to progress along the continuum of skills development as set out in the Skills framework.

Monitoring and Evaluating 

There are no statutory assessment requirements for PSE; however progress is monitored against the learning outcomes identified in the PSE framework. This is done through:-

· Observation, questioning and listening to pupils

· Recording pupil comments when listening to learners for monitoring purposes

· AFL strategies e.g. formative assessments, peer and self evaluation

· Displays of the childrens’ work throughout the school

Childrens' progress will then be used to plan future learning. 
Pupils' progression in the subject is recorded in the pupils’ reports to parents.

The PSE Co coordinator monitors the strengths and weaknesses within the subject once a term by listening to learners,  through discussion with colleagues and by evaluating any display work. These strengths and weaknesses are recorded and acted upon in accordance with the School Development Plan.

Refer to ARR Policy for further details
. 
Recognising Learner Achievement
Learner achievement may take several forms and include:-

· Enhanced levels of pupil self esteem and confidence

· Positive behaviours within the school community

· Active school council

· Awareness of citizenship issues

· Development of lifelong learning skills
Learner achievements are recognized in a number of ways:-

· Displays of the childrens’ work throughout the school

· Child of the week awards in weekly assemblies–This also includes Welsh child of  the week

· Awards assemblies

· Display of pupils’ achievements from local newspaper clippings.

· Trophy displays

· House points
Continuing Professional Development

Training needs and resources required are identified during the monitoring process. Information is disseminated to staff during staff meetings or key stage meetings. Good practice is also shared through discussions in key stage meetings and staff meetings in addition to staff observations.

Arrangements for Reviewing Policy
This policy will be reviewed as detailed in the school’s policy review cycle. It may also be necessary to review and amend it sooner to reflect both local and national changes.
