LLANFAES C P SCHOOL                 ‘ A BRIDGE TO LEARNING’



[image: image1.png]


 
Llanfaes C P School

Religious Education Policy

Signed  ……………………………………

Date ……………………………………

Review date Spring Term 2018
POLICY FOR RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Introduction

This policy takes effect from September 2008 when the National exemplar framework for Religious Education for 3 to 19 year olds in Wales comes into place. The status of Religious Education as a ‘basic subject’ ensures that it enjoys equal standing in relation to the core and foundations within the school curriculum. The only difference between Religious Education and the National Curriculum areas is that it is locally instead of nationally determined.

This policy should be read in conjunction with the Scheme of Work for Religious Education.

The Aims of Religious Education.

The aim of Religious Education is that:

‘Religious Education will support children and young people in reflecting upon, developing and affirming their own beliefs, values and attitudes, through an exploration of shared human experiences and of the place and significance of religion in the contemporary world.’

At Llanfaes C P  School our aims for Religious Education are:

· To encourage knowledge and understanding of the beliefs and practices of religious traditions with particular emphasis on Christianity whilst giving recognition to other faiths.

· To encourage reflection on those aspects of human experience which raise questions in the individual’s search for the meaning in life and which can give rise to deeply held beliefs.

· To encourage positive attitudes of openness and sensitivity towards people whose religious belief and customs may be different from their own, and to help pupils to appreciate the practical implications of such tolerance.

· To foster a sense of awe, respect and wonder in relation to the natural world and aspects of human experience

· To encourage a positive appreciation of Welsh heritage, religion and culture.

Objectives.
Our objectives at Llanfaes C P School are to open up avenues of insight and experience to pupils, that will help them to appreciate something of the extent and diversity of religion, as it is manifested in contemporary living faiths. We want to encourage a growing understanding of the children’s worth and identity and of the various kinds of relationships between people. We want to promote sensitivity to the feelings of others, especially to what they hold precious, of special significance and a sense of celebration.

The aims have been translated into our scheme of work appropriate to the age and ability of pupils using the headings:

· Worship and Contemplation.

· Celebrations.

· Leaders and their Teachings.

· Lifestyle and Communities.

· Sacred Books.

· Natural world.

Aspects of Religious Education.

The 2008 RE Framework requires schools to identify the spiritual, moral, cultural, mental and physical development of pupils at the school through the provision of a broad and balanced curriculum. Although schools are not specifically required to promote the social development of pupils, it is very much a feature of the life and work of pupils. 

At  Llanfaes C P School, Religious Education plays an important role, along with all other curriculum areas in promoting the spiritual, moral, cultural, mental and physical development of our children.

The Implementation of the National exemplar framework for Religious Education for 3 to 19 year olds in Wales.


At Llanfaes C P School it has been agreed that having taken into account the requirements and guidelines presented in the National exemplar framework for Religious Education for 3 to 19 year olds in Wales, and following a survey and discussion with all the teaching staff, the following religions have been selected for study.

Foundation Phase and Key Stage 1 (also Year 3):

· Christianity.

· Judaism. 

Key Stage 2 (Except for Year 3):

· Christianity

· Hinduism 
· Islam

· Sikhism


The school’s Scheme of Work for Religious Education sets out the provision for the whole school’s work in Religious Education.

The Approach to Religious Education 


At Llanfaes C P School the teaching of Religious Education according to the Powys Agreed Syllabus is approached with the following principles in mind.

There are no presumptions made as to the religious backgrounds and beliefs and values of the children and the staff. We value the religious background of all members of the school community and hope that this will encourage individuals to share their own experiences with others freely. All religions and their communities are treated with respect and sensitivity and we value the links, which are and can be made between home, school and a faith community. We acknowledge that each religion studied can contribute to the education of all our pupils. We promote teaching in Religious Education that stresses open enquiry and first-hand experiences wherever possible for both staff and children. The syllabus is implemented in school by means of a highly sensory approach, where children may look at and handles religious artefacts hear religious music or taste food from a religious tradition. Work in Religious Education builds on the pupils’ own experiences.

Religious Education in Foundation Phase

For pupils to have had experiences to enable them:

· To explore and experiment with new learning opportunities.

· To think about asking questions about themselves, other people and living things, and listening to the answers.

· To respond to their own ideas and the ideas of others.

· To become aware of human achievements.

· To investigate sources and issues raised through stories, holy books, festivals, celebrations and rights of passage.

· To make comparisons and identifying similarities and differences of identity, lifestyle, community and tradition

· To think creatively and imaginatively about important human and religious questions.

·  To describe what they have found out about people, beliefs and questions and offer simple explanations.

· To express their own opinions and feelings, and make decisions while considering the viewpoint of others.

· To use and become familiar with common words and phrases for their world and the ways in which people express ideas, beliefs and meaning.

· To express and communicate different feelings and emotions – their own and those of other people.

· To show curiosity and develop positive attitudes to new experiences and learning particularly when learning about people from other religions and cultures.

· To become independent thinkers and learners by using well-considered ideas and strategies.

· To value the learning, success and achievements of themselves and other people.

· To be aware of and respect the needs of others.

· To take responsibility for their own actions.

· To consider the consequences of words and actions on themselves and others.

· To develop an understanding of what is fair and unfair, while showing mutual respect.

· To value friends and families and show care and consideration.

· To develop a positive self-image and a sense of belonging as part of different communities and to have an understanding of their own identity.

· To develop an awareness of different cultures and the differing needs, views and beliefs of other people in their own and in other cultures.

· To treat people from all cultural backgrounds in a manner that shows respect and understanding.

· To develop an understanding of the diversity of roles that people play in different religious groups and communities.

· To begin to question stereotyping.

· To respond to ideas and questions enthusiastically, sensitively, creatively and intuitively.

· To communicate about what is good and bad, right and wrong, fair and unfair, caring and inconsiderate.

· To communicate and reflect on the decisions made in stories and situations, or personally, suggesting alternative responses, including those from religious perspectives.

· To respond personally to simple imaginary moral situations, considering them from religious perspectives and giving reasons for decisions made.

· To experience exciting, wonderful, inspirational, creative and/or quiet times and express ideas and feelings about these times creatively, explaining why they are significant.

· To consider why people, including religious people, value and seek times of creativity, inspiration, awe and wonder, peace and tranquillity and revelation.

· To talk about the choices available to individuals and discuss whether the choices available make a decision easier or more complex.

· To ask questions about what is important in life from a personal perspective and from the perspective of other people.

· To communicate ideas, values and beliefs about themselves, others and the world.

· value and contribute to their own well-being and to the well-being of others.

· To be aware of their own feelings and opinions and develop the ability to express them in an appropriate balanced way.

· To understand the relationship between feelings, beliefs and actions.

· To understand that other people have feelings and beliefs that affects the way they think and behave.

· To demonstrate care, respect and affection for other children, adults, other living things and their environment.

· To develop a growing interest in the world around them and develop understanding and responsibility for living things and the environment.

Religious Education in Key Stage 2

· To ask, discuss and respond to fundamental questions raised by their own experiences, the world around them and aspects of religion.

· To interrogate a range of evidence from religious and non-religious sources, including other disciplines, in order to consider the issues raised.

· To use evidence from a range of sources effectively in order to present and support arguments and opinions.

· To develop alternative explanations and suggest new possibilities.

· To carry out investigation in an open-minded way and be prepared to accept challenge in the light of new information or evidence.

· To recall, describe and begin to explain religious beliefs, teachings and practices.

· To explore and make links between religious beliefs, teachings and practices.

· To describe and begin to explain the impact that religion has on the lives of believers.

· To identify the similarities and differences within and across religions.

· To recognise and begin to interpret layers of meaning/symbolism within religious stories, rituals, art, dance and music.

· To express and begin to justify their own feelings and opinions in different ways, e.g. orally, in writing, and through creative arts.

· To demonstrate how what they have learned has impacted on their own views/ideas.

· To consider, appreciate, empathise with and respect the viewpoints of others.

· To recognise, explore and reflect on the spiritual side of life.

· To use a range of religious language appropriately.

· To use ICT and other means to gain access to information and to communicate religious concepts.
Thinking skills

At Llanfaes C P School we understand the importance of giving the children the opportunity to take some responsibility for their own learning and developing their Thinking skills.

Throughout the Foundation Phase Thinking skills consist of:

· Ask why, what, how, where, when, etc.

· Show awareness of personal needs and skills.

· Choose from given options where to find information and ideas.

· Choose from given options what to do and how to do it.

· Identify, in response to questions, some basic success criteria for what is going to be done.

· Show curiosity and explore everyday stimuli.

· Show surprise at unexpected outcomes.

· Favour the familiar when presented with new ideas.

· See simple links between cause and effect in everyday routines; make and try out simple predictions.

· Identify obvious observed differences.

· Begin to understand that some things are ‘fact’.

· Begin to express own opinions and make decisions in everyday routines.

· With support, follow the chosen process/ method.

· Begin to link outcomes to success criteria.

· Show or describe some of what has been done; identify, in response to questions, what worked and what didn’t.

· Show, in response to questions, some of what has been learned/ found out.

· Make links between everyday routines in different contexts.

Throughout the Key Stage 2 Thinking skills consist of:

· Asking questions related to context and listen before asking further questions.
· Identify and make links with prior skills and knowledge related to context.

· Suggest where to find information and ideas related to context.

· Plan, with support, the process/ method to be used.

· Determine some success criteria.

· Generate imaginative ideas and possibilities.

· Describe errors and unexpected outcomes.

· Begin to experiment with own and others' ideas.

· Identify links between cause and effect; give reasons for inference/ predictions.

· Identify and describe similarities and differences by making simple comparisons.

· Consider evidence, information and ideas to begin to distinguish between 'facts', beliefs and opinions.

· Form opinions and make decisions by weighing up some pros and cons.

· Follow the planned process/ method.

· Link outcomes to success criteria.

· Identify what worked and what didn't; begin to suggest how the process/ method could be improved.

· Describe what has been learned/ found out.

· Link the learning, with support, to other situations.

Time Allocation


The time allocated to Religious Education follows the recommendations in the Agreed Syllabus document, that each Unit of Curriculum requires an allocation of not less than 5% curriculum time.

As a result of the way in which the curriculum is organised at each Key Stage and in each Year Group, the amount of time allocated to Religious Education in any week may differ However, over the whole year class teachers and the RE Co-ordinator endeavours to ensure that all children have equal access to the required amount of Religious Education curriculum time.

Curriculum and School Organisation


The Scheme of Work for Religious Education outlines in detail how Religious Education is planned and taught in Foundation Phase and Key Stage 2. Details of the content of each Curriculum Unit can also be found in the Scheme of Work in the form of content descriptors taken from the Powys Agreed Syllabus.

Subject planning and evaluation for work in Religious Education is incorporated into weekly planning and evaluations. The RE Co ordinator is responsible for monitoring books, plannings and outcomes annually.  Planning and evaluation of work within any curriculum unit is undertaken on a weekly basis by the class teacher and can be seen in their Short Term Plans.


Learning in Religious Education may be by means of direct teaching to the class or small groups: by providing direct hands-on experience with RE resources, such as photographs or artefacts; by teacher-prepared materials such as worksheets; through stories, poetry, drama; through visits to faith communities.

Visitors from a range of faith communities are encouraged to work with the children along with arrange visits to local places of worship.

Literacy and Numeracy Framework (LNF)
The LNF was introduced in 2013 to help pupils develop excellent literacy and numeracy skills during their time at school. Curriculum planning in all subject areas will take account of the LNF to ensure the development of literacy and numeracy skills across the curriculum. In order to embed the LNF in all teaching and learning literacy and numeracy skills have become the primary focus for planning in RE. 

Links with other Subjects


Religious Education has links with other areas of the curriculum including English, History and Art. It is also linked to the way in which the school organises its Collective Worship. Collective Worship is provided according to Powys guidelines and while it is seen as being distinct from Religious Education, there are certain links, which can be identified. For example, during the variety of forms of collective worship there will be time given for the members of the school community to reflect; there will be opportunities for spiritual development, a particular Religious Education theme may be developed; class teachers may use their year-group theme as part of their whole school assembly, or as the focus of their annual class assembly. Visitors from one of the religions being studied occasionally take part or are involved in a whole school assembly.

Religious Education also provides opportunities for teaching the following cross‑curricular dimensions – Equal Opportunities, Personal and Social Education.

Teaching Religious Education

At Llanfaes C P School, the PPA teacher teaches Religious Education. However, the right of any member of staff to withdraw from the teaching of Religious Education is recognised and respected.

The PPA teacher is responsible for their own class organisation and teaching style in relation to Religious Education, while at the same time ensuring these complement and reflect the overall aims and philosophy of the school. Principles of AfL will be incorporated into the teaching of RE.
Within any one class, children are given the opportunity to work as a class, as individuals and as part of a group. The learning task or activity and the resources being used will determine the choice of class organisation.


Withdrawal from Religious Education

It is recognised that parents have the right to withdraw their child from Religious Education – in its entirety or in part. This is clearly stated in the School Prospectus. If a parent chooses to withdraw their child from Religious Education then arrangements are made for that child to be withdrawn during Religious Education lessons by the class teacher in consultation with the Head teacher.

Religious Education and Special Educational Needs

All pupils will follow the programme of study framework set out in the Powys Programme of Study and teachers will devise differentiated work from the schemes appropriate to the needs of their particular children. We believe that all children have the potential to experience an awareness of the spiritual dimension to life, including a sense of awe and wonder, and of one’s own worth, regardless of intellectual and linguistic abilities.

Cwricwlwm Cymreig

Pupils will be given opportunities, where appropriate in their study of Religious Education, to develop and apply knowledge and understanding of the cultural, economic, environmental, historical and linguistic characteristics of Wales. They will consider religion through a local, national and world-wide perspective. As part of this experience pupils will be made aware of the role played by religion in the shaping of their own local welsh community and of the Welsh heritage in general. Our local community will be used as a resource and drawn on the immediate welsh context for the study of contemporary religion.

Planning

 At Llanfaes C P school we plan from the Powys Agreed Syllabus for single age classes. 
Assessment / Record Keeping

Children are assessed formatively through AfL strategies.  Targets for improvement are given to the children after comleted tasks.  Their RE books provide a record of achievement and progression. 
A portfolio showing evidence of children demonstrating characteristics of each level is also produced.

Reporting

Reporting is done via end of year school report, ‘Meet the Teacher’ Nights in July/September and Parent’s Evenings in  February and July.

The Religious Education Co-ordinator

The RE co-ordinator receives any written materials or information which arrives in school, but the Knowledge and Understanding curriculum team is responsible for the development of Religious Education as a subject throughout the school. It is the responsibility of the co-ordinator to pass on information to other staff within the school.

The co-ordinator will collate short term plans once a year and together with the whole staff, evaluate the scheme of work, highlighting problem areas and making necessary adjustments to the scheme.

The Co-ordinator is responsible for helping staff to plan Religious Education for each class; monitoring planning by looking at class teachers’ Long Term Plans; monitoring what is taught in Religious Education by spending time in classrooms and looking at children’s books if possible.

The Co-ordinator is responsible for the purchase and storage of all RE resources and also for organising loans from the LA RE Service.

The co-ordinator attends County INSET Courses for RE and then feed back to other staff where appropriate.

The co-ordinator advises class teachers as to how to contact local faith communities with the aim of making contact with the members of a particular community.

    The RE Co-ordinator will also gather good samples of RE work, which show continuity and progression and build up a portfolio.

Resourcing Religious Education


A wide variety of Religious Education resources are currently available in school. These include children’s reference books, teacher’s resource books, packs and notes, pictorial resources, such as posters, pictures and photographs, magazines, videos and access to television and radio programmes with accompanying notes. Resources are shared and all staff, including visiting students, have equal access to all resources.

An inventory of all available published and pictorial materials is found in the RE Co ordinator file.
The majority of resources are kept in the staffroom and music room.  

The RE Co-ordinator is responsible for maintaining RE resources, and for monitoring their use. The co-ordinator following the general school ordering procedures purchases resources. The current lists of resources are examined each year before requisitions are made. Staff are asked to submit to the RE Co-ordinator requests for any resources, which they require to be added to the existing stock.

The RE Co-ordinator based on the main school budget plans the purchase of resources each year. This RE budget will reflect the degree of priority, which RE is being given in the School Development Plan. The RE Co-ordinator reviews the use of resources and their storage annually in consultation with the rest of the staff.

Evaluation


Evaluation is carried out to enhance the teaching and learning of Religious Education within our school. It is the responsibility of all staff, both teaching and non‑teaching, to monitor and evaluate the curriculum provision made for Religious Education within the school, in order that pupils make the greatest possible progress. The RE Curriculum Co-ordinator undertakes detailed evaluation.

Evaluation includes a regular evaluation of the content of the Religious Education Curriculum to ensure that the Agreed Syllabus requirements are being fulfilled in the best possible way. Monitoring of teachers’ planning is carried out to check that plans are actively put into action in the classroom. Pupils’ progress and performance is evaluated. The effectiveness of any INSET for Religious Education provided from within the school, or by an external agency, is evaluated either by means of a written evaluation sheet completed by staff after a course, or by verbal feedback at a staff meeting.


Evaluation may take place by means of a number of methods including: 

· Looking at children’s work / Talking to children

· The analysis of teachers’ planning as seen in Long and Short Term Plans 

· Discussion among groups of staff or the whole staff 

· Classroom observation 

· External inspection and advice


Evaluation will usually take place on an annual basis.


The evaluation and review of the policy for Religious Education and the Schemes of Work for Religious Education takes place on an annual basis where the RE Co-ordinator considers any necessary changes or adaptation to the policy. These are then discussed and agreed by the whole staff before the policy document is amended. Throughout the year, the whole staff are encouraged to feed back information and ideas to the RE Co-ordinator – this may include comments as to how a particular curriculum unit is progressing, and the work that the children are undertaking, or comments as to the availability and suitability of resources.

Signed …………………………………(Chair)

Date ……………………………………….

Policy to be reviewed in one year. 
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