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BASIC SKILLS POLICY

Basic Skills are defined as:

“The ability to read, write and speak in English and use mathematics at a level necessary to function and progress at work and in society in general”

Basic Skills Agency

Rationale

At Llanfaes C P School, we recognise every child’s right to be taught the basic skills of literacy and numeracy. These skills are essential for a child to flourish in our modern world.

We endeavour to give all children, in or care, every opportunity to gain in knowledge and make progress in the areas of attainment and achievement.

By under attainment we mean a pupil who performs in literacy and/or numeracy at a lower level than the attainment expected for a pupil of his/her age. For example, Level 2 at Year 2 and Level 4

at the end of Year 6.

By underachievement we mean a pupil who performs at a lower level than their potential.

Aims

· To give all children access to all areas of the curriculum

· To identify areas of development for all children in the basic skills

· To plan, monitor and evaluate for all, identifying those children who need help

· To plan for those children who are at risk of underachievement

· To enable children to communicate effectively with others

· To encourage enjoyment of literacy and numeracy

· To strive for the maximum number of children achievement in Year 2 and Year 6

Objectives

It is the responsibility of all staff to support work in basic skills, through planning, related to the analysis of data, detailed assessment and evaluation.

By following this process we will be able to set realistic targets for year groups, classes, groups and individuals. We will be able to identify those pupils who are in danger of underachieving and put actions and interventions into place wherever possible.

Guidelines

Basic skills will be taught to all children at Llanfaes C P School on a daily basis. We teach key skills through all curriculum subjects, e.g. use of number in Geography or working with others in PE and PSE.

We begin to develop Basic Skills in the Foundation Phase and continue this throughout the school working closely to our Schemes of Work.

When children do not make the expected progress in Literacy and Numeracy (knowledge gained through Standardised Assessments, Teacher Assessments, Professional Judgements and Informal Discussion), they will be put on an Intervention Programme such as Catch Up, Springboard Maths or Wave Maths. These programmes are  delivered by a variety of Support Staff within the school.  There is a Basic Skills Register in the school and progress is monitored on a termly basis. Individual, group class or whole school targets will be set in basic skills. This information will be in consultation with pupils and shared with parents.

 We will identify those pupils who are at risk of underachieving, using standardised information and teacher assessment. 
Assessment for Learning

Teachers talk to children about their work and our marking and feedback practice regularly gives children information and makes them aware of their strengths and areas to develop. This is demonstrated through our ‘stars and wish’ marking policy. Through our marking policy we set children targets, so that they know what they need to do to make further progress. This is carefully monitored throughout the term. These targets are focused on Literacy and Numeracy (with NAG targets given for ‘secretarial’ aspects) and are discussed and negotiated with the child. Children are given differentiated tasks, support and additional resources were appropriate to try and develop key skills.

Key skills and inclusion

This is achieved through the provision of  a broad and balanced curriculum ; we teach key skills to all children, whatever their ability and individual needs. We deploy a range of different teaching styles and use differentiation appropriately. We strive hard to meet the needs of these

with special educational needs, and those who are more able and talented. 

A full report is provided for parents at the end of the academic year and two open evenings are arranged in the Autumn and Spring terms together with a consultation after the issuing of the end of year report to parents. 
Monitoring and Review

The Head Teacher monitors teachers’ planning and subject leaders for Literacy and Numeracy also monitor planning and children’s work books. In addition Listening to Learners exercises are undertaken to ascertain the views of pupils. The school reviews training needs of the staff in order to implement the best education for the children.The school encourages the involvement of parents in helping in the improvement of the children’s Basic Skills.

Conclusion

At Llanfaes C P School,  we will strive to promote the teaching of basic skills throughout all areas of school life and in doing so will equip our pupils with a firm foundation from which to enter society, confident in both Literacy and Numeracy.
Policy Review

This policy will be reviewed every three years.
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