
                                                                                         
 
 

 
 

 
        
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

                                             18 February 2021  

 
Dear Parents and Carers 

As you are aware, schools have not been closed for the last half term, but have been open to children of 

critical workers for childcare provision and staff have accessed the school building to support live teaching 

and the distance learning.  The Minister for Education for Welsh Government has confirmed that following the 

latest publication of the Technical Advisory Group briefing and a statement by the Chief Medical Officer, that 

primary schools will begin a partial reopening to more pupils. 

 

We are looking forward to welcoming the Foundation Phase children back onto the school site for learning.  

This letter is about the arrangements for the return of Foundation Phase pupils (Nursery to Year 2 from Tuesday 

23rd February.  At this point in time, we have not been made aware of the timing for KS2 learners to return to 

school. 

The school risk assessment has been reviewed alongside the guidance recently published by Welsh 

Government.  Schools have also been working closely with the Local Authority who issued their press release 

last week regarding the partial re-opening of primary schools.   The key mitigations in the school risk assessment 

are: 

 People stay at home and self-isolate if they: 

➢ have symptoms of COVID-19, whether they feel unwell or not  

➢ have tested positive, even if asymptomatic  

➢ have been advised by NHS Wales Test Trace Protect (TTP) to do so  

➢ are household members of a positive case, even if that case is asymptomatic  

➢ are required to self-isolate for travel-related reasons  

 Pods will be kept as small as possible (class size).  Pods will not mix and therefore children in one pod will 

not mix and should not be breaking the two metre social distancing requirements with children from other 

Pods. 

 Where children undertake desk-based learning, arranging classrooms with forward-facing desks, one 

metre apart, recognising this may not be possible or appropriate in all schools and settings and particularly 

for younger learners  

 All adults will observe the 2 metre distance from each other and from children wherever possible.   

 Face coverings will be worn by adults in situations where social distancing cannot be maintained or 

controlled. 

 Hygiene remains a high priority with increased cleaning and regular and frequent handwashing, 

especially where an area is used by a Pod after it is used by another Pod. 

 Ventilation is essential in keeping a supply of fresh air to all areas of the building. 

 Availability of twice weekly testing for school staff. 

 Active engagement with the TTP strategy. 

Please remember that this return to school for Foundation Phase pupils is the only change to national 

restrictions at this time, and all other current Welsh Government restrictions for alert level 4 will continue to 

remain in place and means that there should not be a greater mixing of households outside schools. 
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In line with the Local Authority decision, the return to school for Foundation Phase pupils will be phased so 

that all pupils can become familiar with the routines and measures to keep them safe. 

 

Dale 

Wednesday 24th 

February 

Thursday 25th 

February 
Friday 26th February 

Reception 

9:15am – 3:00pm 

Morning part time 

nursery 

9:30am – 11:30am 

Afternoon part 

time nursery 

1:00pm – 3pm Full time nursery 

9:15pm – 3pm 

Poppit Sands 

Tuesday 23rd 

February 

Wednesday 24th 

February 

Thursday 25th 

February 
Friday 26th February 

Year 2 

9:05am – 3:10pm 

Year 1 and 

Reception 

9:05am – 3:10pm 

Year 2 

9:05am – 3:10pm 

Year 1 and 

Reception 

9:05am – 3:10pm 

 
Children of critical workers in Foundation Phase – who have been accessing the childcare provision will 

continue to be offered this provision in the first week after half term until all Foundation phase children attend 

full time from Monday 1st March. 

 

Children of critical workers in Key Stage 2 – who have been accessing the childcare provision will continue 

as they were prior to half term.  Please be reminded that bookings must be made weekly and block booking 

is not encouraged by the Local Authority.  Places continue to be limited due to staffing restrictions. 

 

Breakfast club provision – Please be reminded that there is no Breakfast club provision for the first week after 

half term in line with the Local Authority decision.  Parents of children on the Breakfast club register will be 

contacted during the first week back regarding Breakfast Club from the second week.  Numbers will continue 

to be restricted so that contact and transmission risk is minimised. 

 

Distance learning for children in the Foundation Phase will continue for the days that they are not on site 

during the staggered return in the first week.  Please note there will be no live teaching sessions during this 

week and a reduction in the feedback provided by Dojo which will not take place during lesson time in order 

that school staff can support the well-being and learning of the children in school that day.  There will be no 

distance learning provided for Foundation Phase children from Monday 1st March. 

 

Distance learning for children in Key Stage 2 will continue.  With Foundation Phase children back in school we 

envisage that there will be less pressure on families at home and there is a plan to increase the time for live 

lessons for learners in Key Stage 2 from Monday 1st March. 

 

The staggered drop-off and pick-up times continue as 

 

 Drop off time Pick up time 

Dale 
9:15am 

PM Part Time Nursery – 1pm 

AM Part Time Nursery – 11:30am 

3:00pm 

Poppit Sands 9:05am 3:10pm 

Skrinkle Haven 8:55am 3:20pm 

Cwm – Yr - Eglwys 8:45am 3:30pm 



                                                                                         
 
 

 
 

 

Please note the following important information for parents regarding drop-offs and pick-ups 

 

 Following risk assessments we will bring one class at a time to ensure no mixing of children from different 

classes / Pods.  Where there is more than one child in a family, drop-off and pick-up is at the time of the 

youngest child in the family.  Early or late drop-off or pick-up may cause Pods to mix and congestion on 

the main road through Spittal. 

 Only one adult to drop off and collect. 

 Only children should be leaving vehicles. 

 Maintain social distance at all times on school site. 

 Please wear a face covering. 

 Please follow the rules - there should be no mixing with other households, collecting other people’s 

children, sharing of cars etc.   

 Please continue to use Dojo to communicate with staff and maintain social distancing if you need to 

speak to staff on duty. 

 

Reminders 

 

 Distance learning will resume for Key Stage 2 children on Monday 22nd March. 

 Distance learning will resume for Foundation Phase children on Tuesday 23rd March, for when your child’s 

group are not in school as part of the phased return to school. 

 We are a nut free school due to nut allergies across the school.  Please help us keep all children safe and 

well. 

 The only belongings to be brought into school should be a book bag (due to the size of all other bags in 

our small cloakrooms), reading books, snack, water bottle and packet lunches.   Your co-operation with 

this will help us to reduce the risk of transmission within our school community. 

 

We continue to say a huge ‘Thank You’ to everyone in our school community for your support and 

commitment with the distance learning which we appreciate is not a straightforward challenge.   It’s been a 

long half term since classes of children were in the school building; we really look forward to the beginning of 

the return to school to support everyone’s wellbeing as well and learning.  We look forward to seeing the 

Foundation Phase children in person next week and key stage 2 children, we look forward to seeing you in 

more live lessons!   

 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs S. Vaughan 

 

 


